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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to the Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS). We are committed to 
ensuring that your childõs educational journey with us is a positive, empowering, 
and successful one. 

DAS offers a range of comprehensive, evidence-based programmes designed to 
support individuals with dyslexia and specific learning differences (SpLDs). We 
know that with the support of our passionate and dedicated Specialist Teachers 
and Educational Therapists, your child will thrive and grow in confidence during 
their time with us. 

In recent years, awareness of dyslexia and learning differences has grown 
significantly in Singapore. As the needs of our students evolve, DAS is committed 
to going beyond, expanding our services and reimagining our support in five key 
areas: 

1. Going Beyond Basic Literacy 
Our students require more than just foundational literacy. They need support with 
higher-order skills such as writing, planning, time management, and critical 
thinking. The English Language and Literacy (ELL) division incorporates these 
elements through the Main Literacy Programme (MLP), which continues to grow 
and evolve. Programmes like iReaCH offer targeted intervention in reading 
comprehension and writing, essential tools for academic success. 

2. Going Beyond English 
Dyslexia affects more than just reading and writing. Many students struggle with 
other academic subjects. In response, DAS has developed tailored programmes 
in Mathematics, Chinese, Science, and Exam Skills, all carefully designed with 
dyslexic learners in mind. Our commitment to expanding subject-specific support 
remains a key priority. 

3. Going Beyond Academics 
DAS celebrates the strengths and talents of our learners. We believe in nurturing 
the whole child, not just academic ability. Our Speech and Drama Arts and 
ArtVenture programmes help build confidence, creativity, and communication 
skills. We are continually exploring new non-academic enrichment pathways that 
will equip students for future employment and meaningful lives. 

4. Going Beyond Age Groups 
While DAS has traditionally served primary and secondary students, we recognise 
the importance of early intervention and lifelong support. We now work with 
preschoolers and, through our iStudySmart programme, support students in post-



secondary education. We are also exploring how to extend our services to those 
in tertiary education and the workforce, ensuring no learner is left behind. 

5. Going Beyond Dyslexia 
Many students with dyslexia also experience co-occurring learning differences 
such as ADHD, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, or language disorders. Increasingly, we 
are also encountering individuals who may not meet all the criteria for a 
diagnosis but still face significant challenges in learning. These individuals, 
whom we call Individuals who Learn Differently (ILDs), may struggle due to 
attention, executive function, emotional regulation, or other barriers. They 
deserve support too. DAS is exploring how we can extend our specialised 
services to reach and uplift these learners. 

To realise this vision of going beyond, DAS will continue to focus on two 
strategic areas: 

¶ Building Capability:  Through DAS Academy, our training arm offering 
qualifications up to the Masterõs level, we will continue to grow a pipeline 
of skilled professionals with deep expertise in dyslexia and SpLDs. 

 
¶ Research and Impact: We will invest in programme evaluation and 

research to ensure our interventions are effective, reliable, and backed 
by evidence. 

 
The road ahead is full of promise, and plenty of purposeful work. We are deeply 
grateful for the continued support of the Ministry of Education, our partners, and 
you, the parents and caregivers who walk this journey with us. 

Together, we will continue to embrace every learnerõs 
unique potential and ensure no child is left behind. 

Warm regards, 
 
Lee Siang 
Chief Executive Officer 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
June 2025 





The Dyslexia Association of Singapore Limited (DAS) is a vibrant organisation with 
professional staff who provide a wide array of services for people with dyslexia and other 
learning differences in Singapore.   
 
DAS Specialist Psychologists are able to provide psycho-educational assessments for 
students (primary to tertiary), as well as school-readiness assessments for preschoolers.  
Assessments and consultation are also available for adults with concerns.  We conduct 
assessments in the following areas : 
 
§ Dyslexia 
§ Dyscalculia 
§ Giftedness 
§ School Readiness 
 

DAS Educational Therapists provide remediation to students from pre-school level right up 
to secondary and tertiary level.  DAS also provides Speech and Language Therapy for 
students in primary and secondary.  We also conduct regular activities to raise awareness 
about dyslexia for parents, educators and the public.  

§ Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
§ Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
§ Intellectual Disability 

https://www.das.org.sg/about-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia.html
https://www.das.org.sg/about-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia/other-specific-learning-differences.html#dyscalculia
https://www.das.org.sg/about-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia/other-specific-learning-differences.html#dysgraphia
https://www.das.org.sg/about-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia/other-specific-learning-differences.html#adhd
https://www.das.org.sg/about-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia/other-specific-learning-differences.html#asd
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ñWe would like to show our 
appreciation to all the staff for their 
commitment and dedication in 

helping children with special needs. 
A big thank you to all of you.ò 

DAS Parent 
Yishun Learning Centre 

 òThe DAS Academy courses for 

Parents to help their kids in primary 

school were good to help us see how 

to help the child in their subjects. I feel 

that my daughter has improved a lot 

in her reading and spelling since she 

started DAS in kindergarten. I can see 

her trying to use the new words she 

learns from her DAS teacher.ó 

 

DAS Parent 

Parkway Parade Learning Centre  
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Dyslexia is a specific learning 
difference that makes it difficult for 
people to read, write and/or spell. It 
has nothing to do with the personõs 
intelligence. Often, weaknesses may be 
seen in areas such as of language 
development, memory and sequencing. 
Having dyslexia does not mean that 
your childõs ability to learn is below 
average. 
 
Characteristics of dyslexia are 
difficulties in phonological awareness, 
verbal memory and speed.   
 
Co-occurring difficulties may be seen in aspects of language, motor-ordination, mental 
calculation, concentration and personal organisation, but these are not, by themselves, 
markers of dyslexia. 
 
 

EARLY SIGNS 
 
§ Finding it difficult to remember nursery rhymes. 
§ Difficulty in listening to and pronouncing sounds. 
§ Problems with learning the connections between sounds and letters. 
§ Trouble remembering words they have seen many times. 
§ Unable to remember two or more instructions in sequence. 
§ Uncertain of left or right. 
§ Difficulty with learning the alphabet despite repeated teaching. 

 
AT SCHOOL LEVEL 
 
§ Difficulty learning the alphabet, numbers, days of the week, colours, shapes and 

etc. 
§ Difficulty learning to spell and write his or her name. 
§ May have difficulty telling and/or retelling a story in the correct sequence. 
§ Often has difficulty separating sounds in words and blending sounds to make 

words. 
§ May be slow to add new vocabulary words. 
§ May be unable to recall the right word. 



SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS 
 
Below are some signs that children with dyslexia display. If your child has one or two of 
the following signs, it does not mean that he or she is dyslexic. However, it may mean 
that your child should be tested for dyslexia. A formal psychological testing is the only 
way to confirm a diagnosis of suspected dyslexia.  
 
Visit www.das.org for a more comprehensive list. 
 
 
THE COMMON SIGNS 
 
§ Poor fine motor control e.g. holding a pencil. 
§ Poor, immature handwriting. 
§ Copying from a board or book is difficult and inaccurate. 
§ No idea of punctuation when reading or writing a story. 
§ Attention problems ð child appears to have a short attention span. 
§ Daydreaming and switching off in class and at home. 
§ Difficulty transferring ideas in their head into a written form in a clear and well-

organised way. 
§ Confuses mathematical signs & symbols. 
§ Difficulty in counting, playing sequencing and matching games. 
§ Difficulty understanding the concept of time. 
§ They may forget important information,  

e.g., their date of birth, their home address etc. 
§ Short-term memory is poor. 



 

Specific Learning Differences (SpLD) is a term 
used to describe a wide variety of learning 

differences.  
 
Many use the term specific learning differences in the same context as dyslexia.  
However, it is generally accepted that dyslexia is only one of the many learning 
differences.  
 
Very rarely will an individual be affected by only one specific learning difference.  
Research shows that individuals can have more than one of these differences and as a 
result, no two individuals are the same.   
 
Specific learning differences typically affect the student's ability to learn and can also 
impact on: 
 

§ Communication Skills 
§ Concentration 
§ Information processing 
§ Lack of Social Awareness 
§ Literacy, Numeracy and Oracy 
§ Memory 
§ Motor Skills 
§ Organisation 
§ Sense of direction 
§ Sequencing 
§ Time Management 

 
As a result, having a specific learning difference can have a significant impact on stress, 
anxiety and self-esteem of the student.  Only those who have experienced the challenges 
of having a specific learning difference can truly understand the complications and 
difficulties that arise in a learning situation.  Specialist teaching and identifying strategies 
to help students with learning differences succeed are challenges of all educators. 



At DAS each child is special 
 
 
DAS is a ONE-STOP CENTRE which provides a full range of services to help those with 
dyslexia and other specific learning differences. We are composed of a multi-disciplinary 
team of psychologists, speech and language therapists and educational therapists. This 
group integrates with the team of lecturers, marketing and operations teams to educate 
professionals, teachers and parents on dyslexia and how to support a child with dyslexia.  
This approach ensures that the physical, social, psychological, emotional and even 
financial needs of the DAS students are looked into. 
 
Our programmes have been carefully tailored to meet the specific needs of our students.  
 
We also offer an excellent teacher to student ratio .  This enables our teachers to give 
each child the individual attention that is so important for them.  
 
Even with the benefits of small dedicated classes, it is necessary  however, to  
understand  that  each child is different and will develop and progress at their own pace. 
  



 

Supporting all students who learn differently 
 
Students who learn differently encompass a diverse group of students facing challenges 
in their educational journey. These challenges can arise from various factors, including 
specific learning differences such as Dyslexia or ADHD, gaps in foundational knowledge 
and skills, executive functioning difficulties, attention and focus issues, as well as 
emotional and behavioural concerns. 
 
Some of these students may have received a formal diagnosis of a learning difference, 
while others may not meet all the diagnostic criteria but still require additional support to 
achieve. DAS is dedicated to providing tailored interventions that empower struggling 
learners with the tools and strategies needed to achieve their true potential. 
 
A diagnosis of a specific learning difference is no longer a prerequisite. We have now 
opened our doors tostudents who learn differently whether they have a formal diagnosis 
of a learning difference or not.  To access our programmes all students will undergo 
profiling tests, a simple step to ensure they are placed in a class that suits their learning 
needs best. Weõre dedicated to providing tailored support to every child, empowering 
them to reach their full potential. 
 
ACCESS TO DAS PROGRAMMES 

SCREENING helps identify risk of 
dyslexia and can serve as a step 

toward a formal assessment, which 
supports long-term planning, 

access to accommodations, and a 
better understanding of a childõs 

learning needs. 

PROFILING provides a snapshot of a childõs 
current learning needs, even without a 

diagnosis. It identifies areas where they are 
struggling and recommends appropriate 

programmes. It is especially useful for timely 
support and intervention. 






