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Uniting Ideas in Teaching Excellence:
21 to 22 June 2024

The UNITE Conference seeks to bring together parents, teachers and
practitioners working with children with specific learning difficulties and
special educational needs. This conference will be showcasing
research that covers aspects of behavioural, literacy and social
emotional support, intervention and assessment for children with
special learning needs. SpLD experts share their research in short,
engaging and entertaining sessions accompanied by poster
presentations and the chance to talk directly with researchers who are
making a difference in the Asian region.
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Keynote Presentation —Conference Day 1—21 June 2024
“I Learn Differently” Supporting students who struggle to learn

Geetha Shantha Ram "

1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore

This keynote presentation delves into the often-overlooked demographic of individuals
who learn differently (ILD) within educational settings. While not formally diagnosed with
conditions like dyslexia, ILDs face significant learning challenges that impact their
academic journey. Surprisingly, they constitute a sizable portion of the student body,
outnumbering those officially recognised with special educational needs (SEN). Despite
their diverse strengths and weaknesses, ILDs navigate a complex educational landscape
marked by hurdles such as processing speed deficits and intermittent academic
setbacks.

Drawing on case studies and empirical data collected through the Dyslexia Association
of Singapore’s (DAS) initiatives, this presentation sheds light on the presence of ILDs and
underscores the transformative benefits of the targeted interventions. It showcases how
tailored support can empower ILDs to unlock their true potential across various subjects
and age groups.

In the context of Singapore's commendable efforts to support students with diagnosed
conditions, there exists a pressing need to broaden attention to encompass this larger
cohort of learners who may require supplementary assistance despite lacking formal
diagnoses. This need is particularly salient within the framework of compulsory
education, where all Singaporean children, including those with mild SEN, are mandated
to enrol in mainstream schools equipped to accommodate diverse learning needs.
Embracing and addressing the challenges faced by ILDs not only fosters inclusivity but
also enriches the educational landscape for all learners.

Keywords: Dyslexia, Special Educational Needs (SEN), struggling learners, Educational
therapy, intervention, response to intervention.

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Keynote Presentation—Conference Day 2—22 June 2024

Literal Inequality: The Injustice of Dyslexia

Martin Bloomfield™

1. Dyslexia Bytes - www.youtube.com/@DyslexiaBytes , UK
Abstract

Dyslexia is not merely a literacy issue. UNESCO has identified literacy as a human right,
yet the disproportionate number of dyslexics in prison, sleeping rough, and suffering
mental health problems shows that where it matters, those who need it most are being
denied the very thing they’re entitled to - sometimes through ignorance or refusal, but
often, through fear of expense - even where the economic case for inclusive education is
overwhelming.

Injustice is hardwired into our practices: from the earliest mentions of dyslexia in the
scientific literature, society has labelled children as deficient, disabled, and even (in
some cases) cursed. The education system has institutionalised feelings of worthlessness
for dyslexic children. The medical profession has contributed to millions of early and
preventable deaths. Artificial Intelligence, even while offering solutions to many of the
challenges that dyslexic students face, itself reflects, magnifies, and creates further
inequalities. From all sides, some of our most vulnerable children and adults are
stigmatised.

And yet it doesn’t have to be like that. Alternative provision can and does produce
extraordinary results. Indeed, we know that dyslexics actually outperform non-dyslexics
when given appropriate teaching. We know what works; we know how to apply it; and
we know how cost-effective it is. The only question is - what's stopping us?

This talk is a call to arms. Dynamic and interactive, it will present some startling facts,
statistics, and research. Attendees will leave with a new understanding of where the
injustices lie, and how to challenge and change them.

Keywords: Dyslexia, SpLD, Neurodiversity, Neurodivergent, Ethics, Justice, Injustice,
Equality, Inequality, Equity, Mental health, Literacy, Human rights, Education

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Keynote Presentation—Conference Day 2—22 June 2024

Parenting Diverse Needs - A Father and Mother's Voice

Tina Tan" and Dr Frankie Tan

1. The Society for the Promotion of ADHD Research and Knowledge (SPARK)
2. Sport Singapore

Abstract

Parents of children with special needs go through many unseen struggles. From
unpredictable and frequent interruptions to daily family life to facing huge strains on
family relationships and resources. From the process of identifying the child's needs to
accessing a diagnosis to coming to terms with what the diagnosis entails. Parents seem
to face an endless and undulating journey of loving and supporting their difficult child
towards a more normal growth and development, whilst navigating the pressures of
societal demands on them and their children to "be normal" and "not a disruption" to
their peers and teachers.

Listen to Frankie and Tina share their personal journeys and life lessons as they have
journeyed with their now 20-year-old son, who was diagnosed with ADHD and Dyslexia
at age 6, and Autism Spectrum Disorder at age 10. While learning to support their son,
they've also reached out to support other fathers and mothers along the same journey as
themselves. They will reflect on the unseen and unspoken challenges parents face, as
well as the critical role parents play in helping their children access and engage
interventions towards coping with and even overcoming their challenges.
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International Forum—~Conference Day 1—21June 2024

Dyslexia in Education, Reflections from Hong Kong, Latvia,
Pakistan and Australia

Lee Siang", Kevin Kien Hoa Chung?, Eva Birzniece?, Tom Schmidt?,
Anushka Daroga Kharadi* and Mandy Nayton®

Dyslexia Association of Singapore

The Education University of Hong Kong
Latvian Dyslexia Association

Institute of Behavioural Psychology, Pakistan
DSF Literacy and Clinical Services & AUSPELD

I N

Abstract

Hear from the distinguished authors of The Routledge International Handbook of
Dyslexia in Education!

Drawing from the wealth of knowledge presented in the book "The Routledge
International Handbook of Dyslexia in Education," edited by Gad Elbeheri and Lee
Siang, this live forum promises to be a valuable resource for educators, researchers, and
anyone interested in dyslexia awareness and intervention.

By exploring these diverse international perspectives on dyslexia, our webinar aims to
foster a deeper understanding of the challenges and successes in different regions of
the world.

Attendees will gain valuable insights, shared experiences, and practical strategies to
enhance dyslexia awareness, identification, and support in their communities. Join us for
this forum to embrace dyslexia and together, we can make a difference in the lives of
individuals with dyslexia worldwide.
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DST2 - A Step Forward in Dyslexia Screening

Angela Fawcett”

1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore

Abstract

The DST battery of tests has proved one of the most popular screening tests for dyslexia
worldwide, with over 1 million children and adults benefitting from the profile derived. In
this talk, we present the most recent instantiation of the test DST2, which brings together
5 tests into one, suitable for use remotely or face-toface and including new tests of
executive function. This test has been normed on 900 and will be published in August
2024 by Pearson Education.

KEYWORDS: Screening, executive function, 4.5-65

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Strengthening Singapore Preschool educator's confidence in
incorporating Theory of Mind (ToM) Strategies during shared
book reading

Boen Ern Xin Michelle” and Ke Yiyun Joyce'

1. PAP Community Foundation (PCF)
Abstract

The Nurturing Early Learners (NEL) curriculum framework in Singapore, as outlined by the
Ministry of Education (2022), places strong emphasis on cultivating social and emotional
competencies during preschool education. Among the five socio and emotional
competencies highlighted, social awareness, which focuses on understanding others'
viewpoints and empathetic responses stands out. This competency aligns with the Theory
of Mind (ToM), a concept rooted in recognising diverse thoughts and emotions in
individuals, as established by Premack and Woodruff (1978). ToM deficits can profoundly
impact social relationships, influencing perspective-taking, conversation quality, and
friendship formation. Prior studies in Singapore regarding ToM has been focused on
understanding the impact of socio-cultural factors on ToM in preschool children (Hashim,
Kim, Fischer, Yeung & Yu, 2021; Qu & Shen, 2013a; Qu, Shen & Qiangian, 2013b). Using a
flexible online training module, this qualitative study aims to strengthen educators'
confidence in incorporating ToM strategies when facilitating children’s play and social
skills following a flexible training module on the application of ToM strategies in the
classroom. The results of the study will provide insights into the effectiveness of using
such a training method to support educator’s capacity building. This will contribute
towards fostering a more comprehensive and impactful learning environment for young
children, nurturing their social and emotional growth.

Keywords: Theory of Mind, social emotional competencies, social skills, social skills
deficits, social-emotional development, early childhood, preschool educators, perspective
-taking, shared book reading

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Orthographic Awareness and Its Relationship to Chinese
Word Reading and Spelling in Young Bilingual Learners with
Chinese Reading Difficulties in Singapore

Catherine Ni Chunhong
1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore
Abstract

Impairment in orthographic awareness (OA) is one of the primary cognitive deficits of
Chinese reading difficulties (RDs). This study aimed to investigate the development of
Chinese OA in elementary school learners in the bilingual context of Singapore by
examining the structural and functional aspects of OA. This study also aimed to evaluate
the relationship between the two facets of OA and Chinese word reading and spelling in
typically developing (TD) learners and learners with Chinese RDs. 218 bilingual TD
learners from Grades 3 to 5 and 513 bilingual learners with Chinese RDs from Grades 1
to 6 were assessed on their OA, word reading, and spelling. The results showed that
structural and functional OA development has reached a high level in Grade 5 TD
learners. As for learners with Chinese RDs, there appears to be stagnated development
of OA from the middle to upper elementary grades. The significantly lower OA scores in
learners with Chinese RDs compared to TD learners suggested OA impairments. In
addition, the difference in functional OA score between TD learners and learners with
Chinese RDs was found to be more significant than that of their structural OA score. The
regression analysis showed that both structural and functional OA significantly contribute
to word reading and spelling for both groups of learners. Functional OA played an
increasingly important role in word reading and spelling as learners progressed from
lower to upper elementary. Our findings emphasized the importance of targeted
intervention in building structural and functional OA in learners with Chinese RDs.

Keywords: Chinese reading difficulties, orthographic awareness, bilingual, word reading,
spelling, dyslexia

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Storytelling for Children with Special Educational Needs

Chen Wei Teng"*

1. The Oak Planters, Singapore
Abstract

Stories are meant to be enjoyed by everyone but for children with specific learning
differences, the conventional storytelling sessions are challenging territories for them,
including their caregivers. Learn more about their challenges and how to help
neurodivergent children enjoy a good story alongside their neurotypical peers - so
that storytelling can offer a space to allow individuals with diverse needs to
experience the world together. Participants will learn tips on some preparatory steps
that can be taken to prepare a conducive environment for storytelling, as well as
what can be introduced during storytelling to sustain the attention of the children.

Keywords: storytelling, special educational needs

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Integrating Assistive Technology into Correctional Learning -
Perspectives of Instructors

Christina White Prosser"

1. University of Calgary, Canada
Abstract

There are considerable challenges in empowering struggling learners within Canadian
correctional institutions with access to technology. Due to aging facilities, challenges with
IT infrastructure, and the adoption of tech in programming, there is limited access to
technology. However, many in the corrections population are neurodiverse and would
benefit from the benefits of assistive technology. While 5% to 10% of the Canadian
population have a learning disability, the incidence of learning disabilities in corrections
can be up to 25%.

My research project provides an opportunity to discover how assistive technology
designed to assist with literacy learning supports students with Neurodiversity. The
objectives of this research focus on better understanding how instructors and students in
Canadian correctional facilities can use assistive technology, specifically scanning pens,
to enhance literacy learning. Using mixed methods, including pre and post-literacy tests
and semi-structured interviews the data gathered provides perspectives on the
development of curriculum that includes specific integration of assistive technology, the
learning differences, if any, between those learners in the experimentation group and
those in the control group, and the perspective of the learners on their experiences using
assistive technology. In this session | will speak to the instructor participants' experiences
with integrating technology into the curriculum, what teaching strategies were effective
and what they observed while students used the assistive technology to learn. This study
will add to our understanding of how to implement assistive technology for adult
learners in a correctional environment.

Keywords: Adult Learning, Neurodiversity, Literacy, Corrections, Learning disabilities,
Dyslexia

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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5 Minutes of Digital Inclusion: Raising awareness one step at a
time

Damaris Carlisle * and Jennifer George®

1. LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore
2. Goldsmiths University London, UK

Abstract

In the evolving landscape of higher education, a concerning gap persists: educators
often lack the resources to meet the diverse learning needs of their students,
exacerbated by budget and time constraints. Jennifer George and Damaris Carlisle
address this issue through their initiative '5 Minutes of Digital Inclusion." Our project aims
to democratise access to knowledge on learning differences and digital inclusion tools,
without adding to the already heavy workload of educators. Delivered as daily videos
and readings, these compact, easily digestible segments fit into any busy schedule,
offering essential insights on fostering inclusive educational spaces. Our approach is
designed to be a catalyst, encouraging educators to delve deeper into the nuances of
what it means to create truly inclusive classes and materials. Participants are invited to
invest just 5 minutes a day for 25 days to engage with this content, aiming to prompt
systemic change by inspiring individual actions. We believe that each small dose of
information can act as a stepping stone toward a more inclusive higher education
system. Join us on this journey toward making diversity and inclusion not just buzzwords,
but integral components of education for all.

Keywords: awareness raising, accessibility, digital technology, higher education, inclusion

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Numeracy and Chinese literacy support for learners who learn
differently but do not have a diagnosis of dyslexia

Edmen Leong"

1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore
Abstract

The Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) has been supporting learners with dyslexia
by developing and delivering a range of programmes that are catered to their specific
needs. In recent years, we have received requests from parents and organisations to
support learners who, similar to learners with dyslexia, learn differently but do not meet
the full requirements of a dyslexia diagnosis. Amongst the range of programmes, the
DAS’ numeracy and Chinese literacy programmes piloted supporting this group of
learners within our classrooms. Profiling tests were conducted to assess the students'
needs prior to entry to the programmes. The progress of this unique group of students
were tracked through tests administered over the course of their attendance in the
programmes and through interviews with their educational therapists. Data collected
suggested that this group of learners do benefit from the programmes, they are very
similar to the profiles of learners with dyslexia, and that it is important to appropriately
profile students according to their needs. This suggests bigger possibilities in the support
provided for all learners to learn differently.

Keywords: Chinese, Maths, Struggling Learners, no dyslexia diagnosis, intervention

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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The International FIDI Academy School: didactics, nature and
movement. A new frontier for academic success

Eleonora Palmeri”
1. Psychological and Pedagogical Victor Center Macerata, Italy
Abstract

The International FIDI Academy School was born from the idea of a group of specialized
pedagogues and ltard therapists who believe in motor coordination and didactics. The
coordination of the project is by Dr. Eleonora Palmieri, Clinical Psychologist, Pedagogist
and Neuropsychomotor specialist, director of the "Victor" Psycho-Pedagogical Center in
Macerata. It is an initiative born from the desire to offer children and young people of all
ages an alternative to traditional school, in a place surrounded by nature.

Participants learn through the ecological-dynamic practices of the Crispiani Method, a
global method, suitable for everyone and therefore highly inclusive, capable of early
intercepting any school difficulties such as dyslexia and dyspraxia.

The formula "didactics in nature and movement" sums up the importance of
Neuroactivation Training based on Cognitive Motor Training. Motor skills are an integral
part of teaching and help children and youngsters to achieve academic success.
Working Method of Champion LIRM (Intensive Reading and Motor Speed).

Keywords: academic success, motor coordination, executive functions, didactics and
learning.

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Use of Poetry to empower students with SEN

Dr Elizabeth Ow Yeong Wai Mang"™

1. Psychology and Child & Human Development (PCHD), National Institute of Education,
Singapore

Abstract

Poetry as a powerful empowerment tool for students with special educational needs
(SEN) has been neglected and not been surfaced and reintroduced fully for mainstream
inclusive support. Poetry not only serves as an effective vehicle in supporting students
with SEN in language and literacy, but the effects of poetry memorisation transcend and
impact students beyond literary exploration, as it not only supports brain development
but also instil confidence and self-efficacy amongst those who practise it while providing
for the joy of learning. This small-scale qualitative study uses both document analysis of
past research, as well as an ethnographic analysis of the use of poetry and poetry
memorisation and recitation as a means of empowerment amongst local students (past
and present). This study concludes that the use of poetry should be resurfaced as a
viable mode of empowerment in teaching and learning for students with SEN.

KEYWORDS: Poetry, SEN, Recitation, memorisation

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Reading fluency in 4th grader Students in Latvia - Measures,
Types of Mistakes and Implications for Instruction

. . *
Eva Birzniece'

1. Latvian Dyslexia Association, Latvia
Abstract

The written Latvian language is a very transparent orthography which traditionally has
led to very lax instruction of reading - it is assumed that as soon as a student knows the
letters, he/she can read (a connected text). Though, the morphology in Latvian is very
complex and could make reading in Latvian more difficult than predicted by the
transparent orthography. During soviet times there was a formal though brief and
inconsistent direct training in reading in 1 st grade, but it was abandoned when Latvia
created its first re-independent state education standard. Regardless of that, Latvia has
fared comparatively well on 4 th grade international PIRLS reading tests. But, when 15-
year-old students are tested in OECD PISA reading tests, we see that student skills have
declined. This has suggested for a long time that reading instruction as it was, was not
effective in the long run. The research on reading fluency and typology of mistakes
conducted in academic year 2022/2023 for 4 th grade students of Latvia demonstrates
that many students fail to reach reading fluency age/grade norm. Apart from the
absolute low numbers of reading fluency another alarming tendency is that students in
the 10 th and 25 the percentiles progress significantly slower than their peers reading in
75 th and 90 the percentile. The most common mistakes are reading phonetically and
morphologically difficult/long words (consisting of 3 and more syllables) and
understanding indirect/metaphoric meanings of expressions in literary text.

These findings bring us to a conclusion that Latvia urgently needs to bring explicit
reading instruction back to primary grades and develop remedial reading programmes
for those students who learn reading slower than their peers. Another task of our
educational system is to develop data based levelled reading methodologies and, while
striving to improve reading fluency of around 45% of poor readers, also develop
compensation for insufficient reading ability - audio and multimedia textbooks and study
materials not to deprive many students of academic content.

* More information about the presenter and presentation:
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Dyslexia in the Malay Language in Singapore

*
Hamadatun Yusuf’
1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore
Abstract

This presentation explores the findings of a research study that delves into the specific
difficulties encountered by individuals who are English-Malay bilingual learners with
dyslexia in Singapore. The purpose of the research was to gain a better understanding
of the difficulties faced by bilingual learners with dyslexia when acquiring the Malay
language, particularly in the aspect of reading and reading comprehension.
Additionally, the study aimed to provide insights into the experiences of learners with
similar profiles in the context of Malay as a second language. Inductive analysis
revealed that word reading difficulties were affected by unfamiliarity of words,
increasing word length and complexity of syllables and affixed words. Challenges in
reading comprehension were due to poor word vocabulary and long comprehension
passages. Additionally, the perceived usefulness of the Malay language as an
alternative language for communicating with members of the community, as well as
feeling supported in the classroom were the underlying motivating factors to learn the
language. These findings suggest that in teaching learners of this unique profile,
phonological knowledge and morpheme instruction can facilitate reading in the Malay
language. The length and lexical level of a given passage is also a factor to take into
account when assigning tasks in the classroom. Finally, the esteem and anxiety levels
must be considered for these English-Malay bilingual learners with dyslexia to maintain
interest and motivation to learn Malay as a second language in Singapore.

Keywords: dyslexia, English, Malay, Singapore, bilingual
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RETA Case Management Discussion: Struggling Learners —
Who are they and how do they learn? A case study

Hani Zohra Bte Muhamad™, Dede Tham?, Hope Kelly', Winston
Quek’

1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore
2. Chen Su Lan Methodist Children’s Home

Abstract

Parents and laymen may use the term “struggling learners” broadly to mean children
who may not learn as well as their peers. However, “struggling learners” means
something different to educators. In schools, this group of students refer to those
identified as needing supplemental academic intervention services. Students who
struggle could have been impacted by adverse family environments. They might develop
poor mental health conditions or have poor emotional regulation which affects learning.
Students may struggle with learning if they have dyslexia, attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, autism or cognitive developmental delay. This study investigates how students
with an impoverished start to life and education attain literacy skills. Although no
assessment was done, they show signs of dyslexia and have poor vocabulary and word
recognition. They also show poor emotional regulation. These factors contribute to their
poor reading and spelling ability. The remediation process includes teaching reading
and spelling via phonics instructions. Explicit teaching of grammar rules is injected into
writing activities. Principles of Orton-Gillingham (OG) and Mediational Intervention for
Sensitizing Caregivers (MISC) are utilised to build rapport and confidence. Students’
ability to learn is observed and monitored weekly. Strategies to inculcate a positive
learning habit are implemented to improve students’ ability to sustain attention in a
lesson. Results show that with the right teaching approach to motivate them, these
students will attain literacy skills. Their positive learning attitude has resulted in reading
and spelling progress. Recommendations on how to engage and teach such students
are put forth for fellow educators to consider implementing.

Keywords: struggling learner, dyslexia, ADHD, low-income families
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The right to success in Blackpool secondary schools (England) -
a case study about improving literacy in disadvantaged
students

*
Jessica Colleu Terradas'

1. Catholic Education, Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn, Australia
Abstract

Participants will learn about how a network of eight secondary schools has been
addressing the low reading abilities of many adolescents aged 11-14 in Blackpool, one
of the most deprived areas in England. As part of the Blackpool Literacy project, the
schools have committed to a collective approach to sharing data and best practices
grounded in the science of reading, and have already seen strong results. Screening
options and suggestions for remedial programs will be explored. Suitable for upper
primary and secondary teachers and leaders. This is a case study from my Churchill
Fellowship report.

Keywords: reading instruction and intervention, response to intervention, literacy,
science of reading, Multi-tiered system of support, screening, progress
monitoring
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Empowering Struggling Learners: A Research Roadmap for the
Dyslexia Association of Singapore

Joanne Yoong" and Oliver Yuen"

1. Research For Impact, Singapore
Abstract

In Singapore, individuals who experience learning difficulties without a formal diagnosis
of a learning disability are increasingly recognised as individuals who learn differently
and are also known as struggling learners. Despite forming a significant fraction of
Singapore's student population, they may be excluded from receiving targeted support
or government subsidies, even though there is a growing body of research highlighting
the feasibility and effectiveness of locally adapted evidence-based interventions that
meet their needs. To foster a more equitable educational landscape, policymakers must
prioritise expanding access, appropriateness, and affordability of programming for
children who learn differently.

Keywords: Struggling learners, structured intervention, individuals who learn differently,
neurodiverse
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An Exploratory Study on the Collaboration between SENO and
Teachers in Mainstream Elementary Schools in Singapore

June Siew", Tan Ai Girl> and Loh Pek Ru?

1. DAS Academy, Singapore
2. National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

Abstract

Effective support of students with special educational needs (SEN) in mainstream schools
requires good collaborative practices between educators and school support personnel
within the schools. An exploratory study was conducted to examine how Special
Educational Needs Officers (SENO) collaborate with teachers in Singapore’s mainstream
schools to support these students. The main aim of the study was to examine the
collaboration practices between SENOs and teachers in mainstream schools. A total of
eight participants, four SENO and teacher pairs from four elementary schools in
Singapore, took part in the study. The four female SENOs were between 29 to 36 years
old (mean age: 32.5 years). Their years of service in education ranged from two years
six months to 12 years (mean: 8.1 years). In each school, observation and interview of
the SENO-participants occurred before that of teacher-participants. Seven major themes
emerged from the analysis: Contact, information sharing, joint decision, accountability,
student support, human factor and inclusive culture. Implications for practice, limitations,
and suggestions for future study were presented.

Key terms: collaboration, mainstream teachers, special educational needs officers,
Singapore
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Building a support pathway for students with English language
difficulties: What can we do?

Kevin Kien Hoa Chung"

1. The Education University of Hong Kong

Abstract

The importance of students with English learning difficulties as a second language and
additional language has been increasingly recognised by educators, parents, and
policymakers. Emerging evidence has shown the cooccurrence of reading difficulties
between Chinese and English, and the estimated occurrence rate ranged from 30 to 50%
for Hong Kong Chinese students at risk of reading difficulties in both Chinese and
English. In this talk, the speaker will highlight the challenges facing Chinese students with
English learning difficulties (ELD) in Hong Kong, China, and provide a variety of
strategies and activities to promote students with ELD in the classroom and at home from
the Jockey Club Project RISE.
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Quality transition strategies for young people with intellectual
disabilities

Kitty Yuen Han Mo"™

1. Hong Kong Shue Yan University, Hong Kong
Abstract

Young people with mild or moderate intellectual disabilities need to leave special
schools and enter adult employment services when they reach the age of 18. Literature
suggests that quality transition strategies will help the transition process such as
increasing family carers’ knowledge of adult services, enhancing their involvement in the
transition, promoting school-home collaboration and further facilitating student-and-family
-centred transition planning. In Hong Kong, there is a need to develop an understanding
of transition strategies and components of transition plans to inform policy development
and frontline school practice. In this qualitative study, research objectives include:

(a) examining factors that promote quality transition between special school and post-
school placements for people with intellectual disabilities and their family carers and

(b) investigating the components of the overall transition plan and the type of quality
transition strategies. In total, 23 young people with intellectual disabilities, their parents
and teachers were interviewed.

The results indicated that transition strategies were categorized into five areas namely:
(a) personal (e.g. hygiene and personal self-care training); (b) interpersonal (e.g.
communication skills training); (c) vocational (e.g. job training and job fieldwork
practice); (d) family (e.g. parents’ workshop); and (e) social (e.g. community living
training). Factors promoting quality transition include collaboration between special
schools and social services agencies, parental input and involvement, special school
teachers’ awareness of the job markets, cooperation and communication among
professionals within the school, resource provision of vocational training services, and
transition strategies matched the student's ability and willingness.

Keywords: Transition strategies, people with intellectual disabilities
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Dyslexia Awareness and Remedial Intervention Strategies in
Schools — The Role of Impactful Training and Advocacy

Komal Parthasarathy™

1. Madras Dyslexia Association, India
Abstract

Certain children have challenges with learning and behaviour from time to time. During
a child’s preschool years and throughout their school years, parents and educators
should be on the lookout for patterns that may signal an underlying learning disability
(LD). Towards this objective, a six-day training program was designed for primary school
educators to facilitate early detection, which would help children receive extra help
sooner and prevent them from falling behind. The program's focal point was twofold:
heightening dyslexia awareness and implementing pragmatic remedial strategies to
assist students with Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD). This study delves into the
assessment of the efficacy of the aforesaid training program, its impact on teachers'
awareness levels and their adeptness in executing remedial strategies. Study
Methodology encompassed the development of an exhaustive questionnaire, capturing
qualitative and quantitative parameters. Data was gathered via face-to-face interviews
with each teacher and analyzed using weighted scores, based on the relative
significance of each parameter. The program's content garnered commendable acclaim,
for its informative nature and the incorporation of practical activities that seamlessly
align with regular classroom teaching. Post-program, educators demonstrated a
pronounced understanding of dyslexia's characteristics, identifying students with specific
learning difficulties via a meticulously administered checklist and in deploying remedial
strategies, bolstering competencies in reading, spelling, writing, and mathematics.

The study reemphasized the significant need for such increased awareness sessions for
teachers at various levels to facilitate intervention at the right time to make a positive
difference in the diverse learning needs to children with learning disabilities.

Keywords: Advocacy, Early Identification, Awareness Training to Teachers, Remedial
Intervention, Inclusive Education, Multisensory Approaches (VAKT)
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Blending Critical Design Futures Thinking: Empowering SpLD
Educators and Learners for a Resilient Tomorrow

Nadya Shaznay Patel”

1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore
Abstract

In the evolving tapestry of Education 4.0, intertwining Critical, Design, and future thinking
is paramount to enriching the educational experiences of educators and learners with
Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD). This keynote delves into the nuances of
transdisciplinary learning, underscores the evolving essence of 21st-century skills, and
champions the convergence of Critical, Design, and Futures Thinking for an inclusive and
pioneering approach to SpLD education. This presentation will underscore

l. The Power of Holistic Thought Modalities: Cultivate environments that promote
innovation and deep understanding by blending Critical, Design, and Futures
Thinking;

I The Imperative of Digital Literacy: Equip SpLD students with not just the ability to
use technology, but to engage ethically and problem-solve in a digital landscape;

lll.  The Need for a Transdisciplinary Approach: Foster learning that is contextual and
aligned with real-world challenges, breaking traditional disciplinary confines.

Building upon empirical insights and contemporary research in helping learners
internalise core thinking skills, the talk will explore the harmonious coalescence of these
thought modalities, striving to infuse resilience, adaptability, and creativity into educators
and students alike. Three recommendations will be shared: Engage in this interactive
sharing as we cocreate knowledge, share insights, and envision an educational future
that embraces inclusivity, innovation, and transformation. Together, let's synchronise
ideas and elevate teaching excellence, illuminating the path for every learner,
regardless of their struggles.

Keywords: Critical Design Futures Thinking, Education 4.0, Transdisciplinarity
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Virtual Educational Therapy — Experiences And Perceptions Of
Educational Therapists At The Dyslexia Association of Singapore

Nurul Hudaa Mohamed Daud"™
1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore

Abstract

School closures were implemented in the first quarter of 2020 to curb the spread of
COVID-19. Without adequate preparation time, students and teachers faced the problem
of transitioning from face-to-face to online classes. Educational therapy sessions at the
Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) were affected too. This study explored
educational therapists’ experiences and perceptions of online teaching and learning with
school-going age students with dyslexia during the COVID-19 pandemic. To accomplish
this, a phenomenological approach was employed using in-depth interview techniques
with ten educational therapists from the DAS. A six-stage thematic analysis by Braun and
Clark (2006) was employed to determine the themes for this study. The findings revealed
four key themes: a) benefits of virtual educational therapy, b) challenges of virtual
educational therapy, c) perceived success factors and conditions for effective virtual
educational therapy, and d) after-effects of educational therapy for educational
therapists. The findings suggested ways that could help educational therapists design
better virtual lessons in the future. While online platforms may not be ideal for dyslexic
learners, educational therapists believe that age and technological capability contribute
significantly to the feasibility of virtual educational therapy. Recommendations for further
research include, a) a study to explore dyslexic learners’ perspective and experience of
online learning, b) a survey of online learning with other programmes, not just the
literacy programme and lastly, c) an investigation into the mental health and well-being
of dyslexic learners and educational therapists relating to online learning.

Keywords: COVID-19, dyslexia, educational therapy, online teaching, phenomenological
case study, remote teaching
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Scaffolding reading comprehension - The CSIM (Comprehension
Scaffolding Interrogative Method) App

Patricia Mui Hoon Ng"*, and Ethan Ming Quan Leo’

1. Educational Consultant, Singapore
2. IT Stack Developer, Singapore

Abstract

Have you ever encountered children who can read but fail to answer “Wh” questions
coherently? This paper examines some reasons why this happens and how scaffolding
for reading comprehension can be done with the use of a reading comprehension app
called CSIM - Comprehension Scaffolding Interrogative Method. The above-mentioned
method is effective in various research papers and the content developer of this app has
published a comprehension book for practices based on the mentioned scaffolding
methodology. Hence, the comprehension passages in the app are adapted from the
book and the respective methodology is adopted as well. The reading passages in the
app come in a variety of genres and the stories are well-suited for all ages. By the
proven methodology of scaffolding the schemata of sentences and user-friendly
illustrated game practices, the CSIM app enhances the ability of the user to comprehend
reading passages. The advantage of using the CSIM app therefore goes beyond the
effectiveness of the methodology in that the technology of the app makes repeated
practice much more convenient and appealing than the original pen-and-paper
practices for children. With the dawn of the post-pandemic era of COVID-19 and children
growing up as digital natives, this app will serve all learners in ways that are radically
different from how the generations previously did. Therefore, the CSIM app can be a
great learning companion not just for the hyperlexic or poor-comprehenders, but for the
general population as well when it comes to learning the English language through
reading comprehension.

KEYWORDS: Reading comprehension, scaffolding, hyperlexia, poor-comprehenders,
special-needs, intervention, technology.
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Journey as a parent and educator of children with special needs

Patricia Tan""

1. Parent of a child with SEN
Abstract

Parenting a child with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and learning difficulties presents
unique challenges, particularly when special education needs are involved. Patricia
enjoys working with children and believes that a child learns best when the child is
enjoying the lesson. She will be sharing about her journey from both a parent's and an
educator’s point of view.

Keywords: Parent, teacher, educator, autism, special education needs
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An Investigation On Cognitive-Linguistic Skills Of English-Chinese
Bilingual Learners With And Without Dyslexia In Singapore

Priscillia Shen™

1. DAS Academy, Singapore
Abstract

This research investigates dyslexia and the cognitive-linguistics skills, namely phonological
awareness, orthographic knowledge, morphological awareness and rapid naming, of
bilingual learners in Singapore whose first language is English and second language is
Chinese. The two main research aims are to investigate whether the English-Chinese
bilingual learners with dyslexia diagnosed only in English are weaker than their typical
counterparts in reading and all cognitive-linguistic skills in both languages or either
language, and to investigate which cognitive-linguistic skills are strong predictors of
reading in each language. Results show that the bilingual learners with dyslexia
performed significantly poorer than their typical counterparts in reading and all cognitive-
linguistic skills in both languages, although their dyslexia were diagnosed only in English.
Results also found all English cognitive-linguistic skills predictive of English word reading,
especially the unique predictive roles of morphological awareness and orthographic
knowledge after rapid naming and phonological awareness were controlled. However,
only rapid naming and morphological awareness were found to be predictive of Chinese
word reading. The results suggest that dyslexia may manifest differently in reading and
cognitive-linguistic skills of English and Chinese languages in the English-Chinese bilingual
learners, based on the two different predictive models with different empirically and
theoretically supported orders of cognitive-linguistic skills as predictors for reading
development in the two languages. The difference in the unique contributions of the four
cognitive-linguistic skills underlying the reading development of both languages may
suggest the difference lies in language structure and instruction.

Keywords: dyslexia, bilingualism, English reading, Chinese reading, cognitive-linguistic
skills
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Wonder Exercises and its Impact on Learning

Sanskruti Shah' and Yashodhara Narayanan'
1. Madras Dyslexia Association, India
Abstract

A child’s foundation to development and learning starts with sensory and motor
interactions with the world while simultaneously developing their brain and body. This
inturn has an impact on the child's life through schooling and beyond.

Simple exercises and activities that can be done without fancy equipment or modern
contraptions can be used at home and in the classroom to augment teaching
methodologies. These have proven beneficial to children in general, and children with
learning disabilities especially.

Using wonder exercises is a fun way to help children build neural pathways in their
brain. These networks form the foundation for children to build more complex networks
that are required for formal academic work. These help create networks that allow
children to develop complex thoughts and engage in tasks effectively. It is hence
imperative to include structured as well as fun sensorimotor activities as a part of the
child’s individualized educational plan. Sensory motor development is vital and sets the
path to children gaining life skills, self-confidence, and mastery of their body and
environment.

The proposed talk is to demonstrate, through case studies, how at MDA and our partner
school, Wonder Exercises are being used to enable holistic intervention of children with

SLD to improve their motor function, sensory detection, and create learning readiness to
accelerate the expected academic changes.
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Investigating the impact of a short-term targeted Preschool
Intervention Programme on struggling 5 and 6 years old
preschoolers in Singapore

Shakthi Bavani D/O Sathiasilan™ and Weng Yiyao'

1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore
Abstract

This study builds upon previous research that demonstrated significant improvements in
early literacy skills through the implementation of the Preschool Early Literacy
Programme (PELP) in Singapore, which was designed based on Orton Gillingham
principles (Sim et al., 2015; Wong & Sathiasilan, 2018). In this study, our primary
objectives were to examine the extent to which these improvements were attributed to
maturation over time and investigate the efficacy of a shorter targeted programme. We
evaluated the impact of the intervention on Kindergarten 1 and Kindergarten 2
preschoolers identified as struggling learners by their teachers or medical professionals.
Participants completed a pre-test, followed by a post-test conducted 10 weeks later. The
intervention group received 20 hours of early literacy intervention spread over 10 weeks,
while the control group did not receive any form of intervention.

The experimental group outperformed the control group in phonogram knowledge,
phonemic awareness, high-frequency word recognition, reading, and spelling. These
results suggested that PELP effectively improved early literacy skills in struggling learners.
The implications of these findings are discussed, alongside the study's limitations, and
directions for future research are proposed.

Keywords: intervention, preschool, Singapore
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Enabling online remediation using multiple intelligences - an
online classroom approach

Siti Halimah Binte Mohamed Yahaya" and Wang Dingxiong, Andy'

1. Dyslexia Association of Singapore
Abstract

The Prep 2 PSLE (Preparation for English Paper 2 PSLE) Programme was designed and
implemented in 2013 with the primary goal of supporting primary school students with
dyslexia and other specific learning differences (SpLD) in their school and national
examinations. Previous studies have demonstrated that the programme is effective in
addressing the examination needs of this group of learners through an explicit and
systematic teaching methodology. In 2020, the program embraced online teaching and
virtual lessons by incorporating video lessons and online educational apps into its
curriculum delivery. This study seeks to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching practices
through an examination of the utilization of online teaching tools to foster student
learning, application, and engagement in virtual classrooms. This qualitative
investigation involved the observation of one-hour-long recorded online classroom
sessions of two separate virtual classes, each led by different educational therapists.
The researchers analyzed how these therapists employed online learning tools,
resources, and questioning strategies to elicit responses from the participating 5
students, aged between 10 and 12. The research data indicates that online tools are
effective in enhancing cognitive engagement and critical thinking among learners. It also
demonstrates the varied approaches educational therapists employ when integrating
these tools into their instructional methods. The findings of this study offer valuable
insights to educational therapists, highlighting opportunities to enhance their teaching
methods through a strategic fusion of teaching tools and questioning techniques.

Keywords: online teaching, SpLD, English language intervention, teaching practices
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Empowering teachers to build literacy foundations through
UDL in the preschool classroom

Tammy Lim Mei Ern™ and Teo You See

1. PAP Community Foundation, Singapore
Abstract

Children read to acquire knowledge and develop understanding about the world around
them. Phonological awareness is key to shaping foundational literacy skills (Catts et al.,
2001), is highly predictive and causally related to children’s later ability to read (Snow,
Burns, & Griffin, 1999). Developing phonological awareness lays the foundation for
understanding the sound structure of language, which facilitates phonemic awareness
and phonics acquisition (Schuele & Boudreau, 2008). As Singapore progresses towards
including children with developmental needs within mainstream preschools, teachers
need to tailor their teaching approaches to meet the individual learning needs of each
child. Principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) are often used to support diverse
learners in a classroom. This case study explores supporting K1 and K2 teachers to
implement UDL strategies during literacy lessons. We hypothesise that embedding
phonological awareness strategies through principles of UDL in lessons and play
activities will enhance children’s literacy abilities. Children’s literacy outcomes, and
teachers’ perception of changes in their confidence, knowledge and abilities will be
measured and shared. With UDL embedded in literacy lessons within the classrooms, it
will provide increased equitable learning opportunities, allowing all children of diverse
needs to develop strong phonological awareness skills essential for literacy
development from an early age.

Keywords: Literacy, phonological awareness, Universal Design for Learning (UDL),
diverse learners, early childhood, preschool educators
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The role of neighbourhood density & visual support in
phonological decoding treatments: Choosing intervention
targets for non-readers and sight word readers with special
education needs

Tan Seok Hui™

1. Rainbow Centre, Singapore

Abstract

Word decoding is an important skill for beginner readers to acquire (Scarborough, 2001).
Extant literature has demonstrated that individuals with specific learning differences do
experience word and phonological decoding difficulties: Poor word decoding and
phonological awareness have been shown to contribute to poor reading skills for children
with an Autism Spectrum Disorder or ASD (e.g., Henderson, Clarke, & Snowling, 2014; Nation,
Clarke, Wright, & Williams, 2006; Westerveld, Paynter, O'Leary, & Trembath, 2018; White,
Frith, Milne, Rosen, Swettenham, & Ramus, 2006), and children with cerebral palsy (e.g.,
Asbell, Donders, Tubbergen, & Warschausky, 2010; Peeters, Verhoeven, Moor, & Balkom,
2009). The efficacy of word decoding interventions targeting phonological awareness in
other populations such as children with Down Syndrome is well-established (e.g., Lemon &
Fuchs, 2010; see also Lim, 2022). In contrast, few studies have examined the efficacy of such
interventions for children with ASD and children with cerebral palsy. In the local special
education context, although students who understand and express themselves verbally at
sentence level typically acquire literacy skills through classroom instruction, a few students at
each cohort do lag behind their peers either as non-readers or with weak word reading and
spelling skills. This talk presents phonological decoding interventions for such students (i.e.,
adolescents with ASD or cerebral palsy who are non-readers or who are unable to read non-
words). Clinical practice findings that highlight the role of psycholinguistic variables (e.g.,
neighbourhood density) and speech sound development (e.g., early sounds) for selecting
treatment target words, and the effectiveness of using strategies such as visual support
(Goetz, Hulme, Brigstock, Carroll, Nasir, & Snowling, 2008) for achieving intervention goals,
are presented in this talk.
Keywords: phonological decoding, word reading intervention, non-readers, autism,
cerebral palsy
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