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Purpose of Research Additionally, an adaptation of the 6+1 Trait Writing® Present Limitations

A case study was conducted to explore whether the (Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, 2004) . May not always get 100% attendance rate

use of structured writing instruction and student-friendly was added to the writing instruction to create a . Intervention was only for 2 hours per week
writing checklist could lead to an improvement in platform for structured feedback and to make writing - The profiles of participants selected for the
narrative writing skills of learners with dyslexia. more focused and meaningful for the learners. research may not be homogenous despite fitting
the selection requirements

Aim of Research Writing Stages (Badger & White, 2000) . Independence level, amount of guidance and
To determine whether the use of explicit instruction, in scaffoldings

the form of a writing checklist, will improve learners’

narrative writing skills and increase their motivation. Future Research

Overall Aim: To encourage participants to work
Participants Pre-Writing without the checklist and to make them more
10 participants with Dyslexia from Grades 4 to 6 (10 to (Discussion, Deconstruction independent, confident and aware of what to look

12 years old) Brainstorming) out for in their writing.
Profiles: Learners who are weak in both functional
literacy skills (Reading, Spelling) and advanced literacy
skills (Writing and Reading Comprehension). These
learners need structured, sequential and cumulative
instructions in order for them to follow and retain the
skills/concepts taught. Thus, over-learning and
reinforcement are central to aid them in their learning.

The research will continue for another 3 school
terms. Participants will be required to take a mid-
year writing test (end Term 2). A post writing test
will be conducted towards the end of the research.

Interviews with the participants and their parents
will be conducted to collect richer data.
Information from the motivation surveys will be
further analysed to determine if there has been an
increase in the participants’ motivation levels.

Writing Methodology

The learners at the Dyslexia Association of Singapore
(DAS) are taught writing based on the process-genre
approach (Badger & White, 2000) to ensure that both
the linguistic skills and knowledge essential in writing
are emphasised in class.

Independent Joint
Construction Construction

A Sample of a Participant’'s Work - Writing Stages (Cycle 1)
Pre-writing Activity Deconstruction Stage - Writing exemplar
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Motivation Survey
Seaton 4 ATTITUDE TOWARDS WRITING Research Material

Section B: WRITING PROCESS

Circle your answers.

For each question, tick in one of the boxes.

1 sty Gl e ) v i g 73 Writing Rubrics (An adaptation of the 6+1 Trait Writing®)

5= All the time | 4= Most of the | 3=sometimes | 2=rarely 1= never
@ ‘ ‘ time 5= All the 4= Most of the | 3= sometimes _ | 2= rarely 1= never
T kike to write using - ) tme [ ]| dme [ ] _ L] Rubrics for Narrative Writing
a pencil than a pen. ke B-dik Exdruples
1. Ilike to show my 17. T know what to look out for (spelling, tenses, punctuation etc) whenever I check through o .
writing through @ ‘ ‘ 1. On a topic that I do not know much about, I need my teacher's help. my work. Criteria 4 3 2 1 o
drawings. e Sefting, characters and time are clearly stated e Setting, characters and time are clearly | ¢ Has two of the following: setting, e Only has one of the following: sefting, o Absence of setting, characters, and
5=Allthe | 4=Most of the | 3= sometimes | 2=rarely | 1=never 5,= All the 4= MOS" of the | 3=sometimes | 2= rarely 1= never e Allideas are relevant to the story stated characters, fime characters, fime time.
: : time time \/ j time time e 1 evidence of HLl is seen and expanded e 75% of the ideas are relevant to the e 50% of the ideas are relevant to the e 25% of the Ideas are relevant to the e |deas are not relevant to the story
2. Drawing pictures L = L L Introduction sufficiently story story story e Absence of HLI
help me get 1deas for @ ‘ ‘ e Reader's attention is effectively captured e 1 evidence of HLI is seen but not e Absence of HLI e Absence of HLI
my writin i : 18. T'am able to correct my sentences/paragraphs to make sure they make sense. sufficiently expanded
Y g Sometimes Let's begin! y paragrap y
2.1 I Tike or know the writing topic, I am able fo come up with ideas fast and independently- 5= Allthe A= Most of the | 3= sometimes | 2= rarel = nover e Allideas are relevant to the story e Characters and setting/s are well e Characters and sefting/s are e Development of characters and e |deas are not relevant to the story
3. I enjoy writing n;)t be stuck? ’ fime fime y e Characters and setting/s are well expanded expanded appropriate but not well expanded setfting is minimal and simplistic e Absence of the development of
compositions. @ ‘ ‘ - . The presence of a problem is evidently seen and e 75% of the ideas are relevant to the e 50% of the ideas are relevant to the e 25% of the Ideas are relevant to the characters and setting.
Problem well-developed story story story e Absence of a problem
5= All the 4= Most of the | 3= sometimes | 2= rarely 1=never o o g : e The presence of a problem is evidently e An attempt to include a problem e Absence of a problem.
o 1 e 10 Section C: SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS (OPEN-ENDED) Ideas ean BURCET el dersine
4 Writing is hard Write your answers on the lines provided
; ; @ e Allideas are relevant to the story e Problem is resolved but not well- e An aftempt to resolve the problem e Absence of asolution e |deas are not relevant to the story
. . 1. How do you feel whenever you are asked to write? e Problem is resolved and well-developed developed o 50% of the ideas are relevant to the e Conclusion is rather abrupt e Absence of a solution and conclusion
e Conclusion provides a feeling of satisfied closure o 75% of the ideas are relevant to the story o 25% of the Ideas are relevant to the
Sometimes Conclusion story e Conclusion is rather abrupt story
_ — 3. If I like or know the writing topic, I am able to come up with the vocabulary words to use ¢ Conclusion provides a feeling of
6. I enjoy \_:vrltlng m fast and independently? satisfied closure
my spare time. @ ‘ ‘
S~ All the 4= Most of the | 3= sometimes | 2= rarely 1= never . Tge s’rruc’rurle shc:jvx:coses”’rhe r‘goin idec:)r | . Sfruc’rtlJr? is easy, c(ljeofrlberesenf and . STrUSTUtret: clearly present in a e Ideas o;e ;lNri’r’ren logically, but not . S’rr(;;c’rure not evident or in random
; . ) . . . . e |deas are placed logically and sequentially. complete in a predictable manner predictable manner sequentially order
Sometimes time [ ]| time [ ] 2. What topics do you like to write about? (E.g. Sports, Food, Holiday, Games etc) e Transitions are smooth and varied ¢ Transitions are varied « Transitions are simple and repetitive e Transitions are simple and scarce e Writing show attempt to order and
7.1 wish I have more e Aninviting lead and a developed ending are e |deas are placed logically and (‘and’ and ‘then’). (‘fand’ and ‘then’). sequence.
time to do my writing @ ‘ ‘ Or anizaﬁon present sequentially. e A beginning, middle, and predictable | ¢ A bare beginning and middle are e Absence of transitions and
‘ol i sohpol. g e Format assists reader’s orientation e Aninviting lead and concluding ending are present present —no end. sequencing.
Sometimas 4. On a topic that I do not know chh aboqt, (could'b_e an assignment or examination topic), senTenc.e are present e Formatis accurate e Formatis generally accurate e A ‘beglnnmg is attempted - but no
I am able to come up with ideas to include in my writing fast and independently- not be 3. How do your teachers in school teach wriing? e Formatis accurate middle or end.
- — stuck? ’ ’ e Formatting is emerging (left-right
8. L enjoy my writing @ orientation, text placement, spacing)
lessons at the DAS. . ‘ 5= All the 4= Most of the | 3= sometimes | 2= rarel 1= never e The character’s feelings are well-conveyed e The character’s feelings are well- e Feeling(s) are present in the writing e A general feeling are expressed in a e No feeling is captured in words and/or
- - i y ¢ Usage of words/phrases makes the story original conveyed with words/punctuation few words/punctuation pictures
Sometimes Voice e Engages the audience e Engages the audience o Aftempts to engage the audience o Aftempts to engage the audience e No awareness of the audience
9.lam good at ‘ 4. Would you have more confidence if writing is taught to you in a clear, step-by-step
writing compositions. @ manner?
Sometimes o Word selection is effective in creating animage in | o Word selection is appropriate in creating | ¢ Word selection is ordinary in creating e Written words/phrases convey fopic ¢ Written words are at the emergent
the reader's mind through skilful usage of words a clear image in the reader's mind an image in the reader's mind. with some help from pictures stage
¢ Uses accurate verbs, precise nouns, appropriate ¢ Uses appropriate verbs, nouns, e Uses simple verbs, nouns, adjectives e Uses simple verbs, nouns, adjectives e Words are difficult to decode
Word Choice adjectives and phrases adjectives and phrases and phrases and phrases e Used simple verbs, nouns, adjectives
¢ Mayrepeat use of common words / e May repeat use of common words / and phrases which not all are relevant.
phrases. phrases. e Repeats common words /phrases.
o 95% of sentences are complete o 75% of sentences are complete o 50% sentences are complete e 25%sentences are complete e Sentences are incomplete or
e Sentence types show variation e Senfence types show variation e Sentence types show minimal e Senfences are simple and repetitive in incoherent
seni-ence e Competency in sentence complexity is ¢ Some ability in sentence complexity is variation structure
demonstrated demonstrated e Sentences are simple e Connective transitions like ‘and’ and
Fluency e Connectives are varied and helps the e Connectives are varied e Some variation of connectives ‘then’ are present and repetitive.
development of the story
e 95% accuracy in the use of punctuation e 75% accuracy in the use of punctuation | ¢ 50% accuracy in the use of e 25% accuracy in the use of e 10% accuracy in the use of
o 95% accuracy in the use of capital letters e 75% accuracy in the use of capital punctuation punctuation punctuation
e Clear paragraphing letters e 50% accuracy in the use of capital e 25% accuracy in the use of capital e 10% accuracy in the use of capital
e 95% accuracy in tenses e Clear paragraphing letters letters letters
Convenﬁons o 95% grade level words spelt e 75% accuracy in tenses ¢ Some attempt af paragraphing but ¢ Minimal or no attempt af paragraphing | ¢ No attempt at paragraphing
e Consistent indentation o 75% grade level words spelt lacks coherence and lacks coherence e 10% accuracy in tenses
e First line indented e 50% accuracy in tenses e 25% accuracy in tenses o 10% grade level words spelt correctly.
o 50% grade level words spelt mostly e 25% grade level words spelt correctly. e Phonetic spelling
correctly e Phonetic spelling decodable

Sample of Participants’ Work - Writing Progress (Cycle 1)
Pre-test (Student 1) Mini Post-test (Student 1) Pre-test (Student 2) Mini Post-test (Student 2)

Ja : >
- - > " \
Wr‘|1'mg ' Wmhng [ Moy g

To be used for Letter Formation / Paragraph writing / Narrative / Exposition / Persuasive 7 Writing Activity: Write a story based on the given picture
HMUT . l' : 1_ ‘{ U"{C\K\ Bl K N\ S 0'\‘\) { A} ! h‘ : \ I L O\‘(\z&\
" e | ikt fo oloy g Me and o Bherds oHlivabing ol SOt Ty LAk Rok e bachl o o s of(Gse
1 : y | \ A > .7 : L [ - : ! S ] f
- Al sa1d ¥o f)m ‘F\ﬂ e | \H' 7o play \Uw ¢ . € a0 my _@um n ‘ [ oy hey ot Buttey H; Por N W want YoeKer Qee
p IV by e ond [, | | « n’ I don \ /\/\ | ‘ and 10 have Som@ fun
( o ) Tniigen lav™ by i l,* W Fothe menkey-Zar ot ‘ﬁwur Ris, 3.5 SWoay moying/ VY 1 . | 1 Ak
ani Y A rr 0 a.v Uo L NI FA AN \ () ' '* 1\ B/ e e ! l ; \3 WOAS o \nfawn A\&{ (-\\J& AU\U\ " ﬂu{\g‘ q@“\' V\AQV\L{
‘ / oud Sk l;((aug { ' J A‘ . " b‘ ' R ’ ) (Wﬁ“ P %) J N J C \ \ .
d | ' Y@K feiends scored 1o cimbing ot the wonkey- ot CRMf : g PR % L Sujdenly Nl v o ol wag
Smc[ [ Do wan 1o O\’N (M\' & ﬂ’)[ﬁnc" = A : : puole tn ho¥d €l ouiik )PW\’? cwiom  dGUhG oga Y ‘ 4
S ‘ 3 :‘\4‘\0" 1 i ; \ 'L\Q O\AL‘ . Gaf 'f.l()L,M “:;'\L SfCYKa o 'A-'e AP‘]"’; h‘j‘ l WDU\\U : i - ' ,J - J ‘x %)(IVJ'V‘ ( }-Zélyjj 7 \ \ ) _ ’1, .
O\JJ _Qp ‘(‘\'ﬁk L&J(;T \ Q {\Y “{\ CA \ l()z &t &) ([(S . U] . o - 2 e ) 0 3 f g\v\a\ \'3‘( < c;% )ﬂ\i Yo W HM’Q . ‘ \vJE7 C\f‘s_ Wy AN\ Q]QM 3""\0( ‘“\{,“S N\ o2g \ *\l\l O, AW (’J{‘\f' \ O (r;'ﬁ hQ (" (\ \J \_f_ L (‘3 W \
& (" r: oy The doa chased Hhe oW\ -she wae scareo . Ste cun_awp. — Coppry Ter raisdiey - ; ”
¥ \ — ‘ ¢ . y L \ ‘ 1
X l SC {u“ 1o '{2‘1’ {J‘/‘(\"'& 'ﬂ"& '&Cd“ﬁ d' 6 = \ = UJ : l A Sx‘v\'ﬁ‘\ V'l \ v )(&? hexe rehet \ +Q4 (\ ’Hw_ |\ Qy bxf \,\5\\ g & S Mo \\ '}D {on [\r\ + 0
S . N wf“)ﬁ' I zﬁ 0 1 The Frpped over o stane, The dog wos o Ao Smrl ; J | heet :
\Ih . ® i \/\/:.-“ § 1 o) { @ X 1) J ) e v i [ ; :
| l;‘( i ‘%—D = Waesk f' X l \(‘};\‘) ’ S}L e “J‘ T‘\ 3 '8 I! hold l: b o & ¥ M XAL 0o N\Y ‘\'k AN 5‘ JﬁrL ‘lﬁ 045 Aw hey Saw ‘_1r{"'\ﬁ+
| : -1 H | i e ) S’tPPL"Op e _owneér Cane afld SA :mg. _ M , \ o ﬁi ] Lu.a% 0o ; —
/3] ’w,"ug Yo he Go g wel Mano ff,-f,\g, ' Ly A%, 0 an hWolt, n }Jfg ,\\r.a cpft T o — -
+ S\esg ! \ /,mﬁ & : H don"k, l {‘Q"Wf‘\lﬂ ﬂn "y 5:“[“‘“9 )\ \ : . { Wf‘y' {9(? L‘l i f""ﬂ ened  an g‘\ Yav' g W!C K \\\;} Vi \“f,\‘- a_y ahed
_ Y0 seaufr A NOme,Nldn0 ¥YothWe Nnaai aniid o Tty 16 1v0y pONG bdeeit 48 POwd WO pay ¥ '
oYt w b ot | : [ s VAR e D N, doo% i
woka NP nowne. ne oo e purrk  ond nfyned t he . — 2L LIV
‘ 1 l ; Wncle A \ b‘\‘c"ﬁele beti uncle )
Eﬂu\ WWha o \! b Y ’é g o bic Ll TALAN th u ‘v\ff'*l ' ‘t\j\@. AN ok v} C “H\ ot ﬂl M. a4
\ J _ - - , )
l ot 15 0 ol play will o {ﬂ?ﬂf% vﬁrg hean - \ - .
- N e B e beny < aydd <oy tji o Yhe  doegsowney, T\mo 6\ 945
« " ) : 2l ' < T
' J(\(\Q, c},ﬂ o 105:_] ,QQM:‘J ultk w‘,ﬂ\ \«f;& fﬂ(ﬂl Yﬂ\\ ké me .beomg . \ —
L LW,L\J A 0 WALY  ocepene L het govr Y )
M _T0 ¢ Wih 00\ )
-l : e dustlein
ﬂ \ Y oYl WH )4
| o hoy KYOU heg iekbet inb e bycpin
» \ ‘ J v nae and /2 .
| v A { { ~ i
[ beoeit  he e ithred UQ‘;\ oloang onegand l2den
[ i J

Thank you for your Effort! :)

MAP CURRICULUM BASED ASSESSMENTS
No par_t of this test may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system.




