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Since the age of two years old, Kane Chia was moving from one childcare to 
another for various reasons. When he was three years old, he was placed in a new 
childcare with a big group setting. He struggled to settle in and faced many 
difficulties. Most times he would be alone and not interacting with the other children 
in his class. Then, he had to move to another preschool centre for his benefit. His 
parents hoped that a smaller classroom setting in one of Singapore’s premium 
preschool would help. Unfortunately, Kane was still shy and not comfortable 
interacting with new people and new situations.  
 
In his new kindergarten, despite practising regularly for his graduation performance, 
he backed out on the show day. He did not want to perform on stage with his 
friends. This was due to anxiety and extreme shyness. After receiving his teacher’s 
feedback, Kane’s parents decided to seek help from KKH. Kane was then diagnosed 
with Dyslexia.  
 
After Kane was accepted in the Main Literacy Programme (MLP), Mrs Chia, Kane’s 
mother found out about Speech & Drama Arts (SDA) through DAS Facebook and the 
newsletter. She believed the SDA programme would be able to boost her son’s self -
esteem and confidence level. Many studies had indicated that children with SpLDs 
such as Dyslexia, tend to develop low self-esteem and often have difficulties fitting in 
along with their peers.  
 
Kane, 10 years old, has been in the SDA programme for 3 years now. In a recent 
interview with Mrs Chia, she pointed out that Kane has become a happier child. 
She’s truly impressed by his ability to use correct words in his conversation and also 
at how confident he is now. 
 



246                      Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
 www.das.org.sg 

DAS Handbook 2020 

Top Left:   
Kane with his family 
 
Top Right:  
Kane with his mother, Mrs 
Chia 
 
Left:   
Kane with his SDA teacher, 
Ms Lifah, after receiving SDA 
Shining Start Award 2019 
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“There is an improvement in his reading skills – more fluent and he knows more 
words. He is comfortable speaking and expressing his opinions with friends and 
family”. 
 
“SDA programme opens up other possibilities such as leadership quality that can be 
seen in Kane now. He would take initiatives whenever he can at home and in 
school”.  
 
When the SDA programme was no longer offered in DAS Queenstown, Mrs Chia 
took up the offer to travel to Bishan every Saturday so that Kane will be able to 
attend SDA class there. Kane had the opportunity to perform three times on the big 
stage for both local and international audience in DAS events. This could be one of 
the factors for the trajectory of his confidence level.  
 
Last year, Kane was awarded SDA Shining Star Award at the 17th DAS Student 
Graduation & Achievement Awards Ceremony which was held at Singapore 
University of Technological and Design (SUTD). This award is given to SDA students 
who have done well in their SDA classes. We are very proud of his achievement! 
 
 
Kane was part of an ensemble in SDA Production 2017 – ‘Journey of the Legends’, 
held at Gateway Theatre. 
 
A scene in Ramayana. 
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Below: A scene in Hang Tuah 

 
Below: Kane as a Satay Seller in ‘Hang Tuah – the great warrior’ in 2018 Student  
Graduation & Achievement Award Ceremony, held at SUTD. 
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A scene in ‘The Monkey King’. 

 
 
 
Kane as Mr Tiger in ‘Tortoise and the Hare’ in UNITE SpLD 2019, held at Lifelong Learning 
Institute. 
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