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I am always emotional when reading the DAS  
student success stories that are showcased in  
FACETS, and this issue isn't any different.  We have 
some lovely, inspiring stories of success to share 
with you and my eyes have been brimming with 
tears reading them.    
 
I also had the pleasure of meeting Prahlad, the 
young boy featured on the cover, to take his  
photo.  He showed me his iPad app which he had 
worked on with his teacher, Samunn.  As you can 
see by his photos he has a lovely rapport with this 
teacher Samunn. I also had the chance to meet 
Zhi Kai, another one of our success stories, who 
also happens to be taught by Samunn at 
Sengkang Learning Centre. I enjoyed meeting 
them  immensely and after editing their stories it 
made it all the more personal for me. 
 
At the Official Opening of our eleventh learning 
centre at Chinatown Point I met up with another 
talented DAS student, Siew E Ian, who had created 
the artwork to be presented to the Guest of  
Honour, Mr Sam Tan.  Mr Tan was intrigued by the 
art piece and stated that “DAS students have  
talent!”, and we wholeheartedly agree.  Other 
pieces of Siew E lan’s artwork can be found in the 
Student Gallery of this issue. 
 
I am positive we have many, many more success 
stories out there, and I know this because our  
students are talented and committed to succeed.  
But most importantly we know this because we talk 
to their parents and we know that they support 
their children to help them to succeed. 
 
As the mother of three dyslexic children I know the 
level of support that is needed to ensure that our 
children succeed.  I recently had a chance to 

share my experience with two groups of parents 
at DAS.  The first was at a coffee morning held at 
DAS International where I talked about how to  
support children during exams. Including the need 
to reduce the level of stress in the house when you 
have children trying to remember vital facts to 
pass their subjects. 
 
The second opportunity came at the first Parents’ 
Support Group meeting held at our new  
Chinatown Point Learning Centre where DAS  
parents came together to share their experiences 
and bond over common ground in supporting their 
children with learning differences.  One thing we 
learned at the meeting is that we all have very 
common experiences and the solutions shared will 
make us more effective as parents and as  
advocates for our children's learning.   
 
The education journey for our children and indeed 
parents takes us down a long and challenging 
road. However, if we work together in our journey 
that road can be less worrisome. 
 
As always I feel privileged to be able to bring  
information to you about what DAS does as an 
organisation and I am proud to be part of the DAS 
group of companies that has a mission to help 
dyslexic people achieve.  I hope you enjoy this 
issue and that it is as informative to you as it was 
for me. 
 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 

Deborah Hewes 

 

Editor’s Welcome Note 
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We assess for: 
 
 Dyslexia 
 Dyspraxia 
 Dysgraphia 
 ADHD 
 Non Verbal Disabilities 
 Autism Spectrum Disorders 
 Non-verbal Difficulties 
 Auditory and Sensory Issues 
 Articulation Difficulties 
 Stammering 
 Social Communication Difficulties 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

73 Bukit Timah Road 
#05-01 Rex House         

Singapore  229832 
 

info@dasint.org.sg  |  www.dasint.org.sg 
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational  

“We aim to motivate the young mind to develop a love of learning  
to become happy, successful and independent learners.” 

 
 Psychological Assessments 

Our multi-disciplinary team has extensive  
experience assessing individuals with  
behavioural, developmental & psychological 
issues that lead to learning differences.  Our 
reports are recognised world-wide. 
 

Occupational Therapy 
Our Occupational Therapist can assess children 
who have motor coordination, balance, posture 
and sensory processing difficulties, and can  
focus especially on handwriting concerns at all 
stages of development. Direct therapy as well 
as advice about programmes of activities for 
parents and teachers can be provided.  
 
 
 
 

 
Speech and Language Therapy 

Our Speech & Language Therapists provide 
speech assessment and therapy to help children 
develop their communication skills.  Assessments 
can be completed on children from 2 ½ to 18 
years. 
  

Specialist Tuition Services 
Specialist tutoring is offered on a one-to-one 
basis tailored on the individual profile of the 
child. Our tuition takes a problem solving  
approach that targets individual needs. Your 
child need not have learning differences to  
enjoy the benefit of our tuition services. 
 

 

We have a total solution for your child’s educational needs     6336 2555 

Empowering Successful Learning 
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The success of Learning Journey 1 paved the way 
for Learning Journey 2, which was held at Bishan-
Ang Mo Kio park on Saturday, 1st Dec 2012. The 
event was jointly organised by DAS and Build 
Back Better and had a perfect attendance of 20 
children.  
 
Build Back Better is a non-profit organization that 
designs and builds community-based educational 
facilities. Mr Raja Mohd Fairuz who is the 
president of the organisation, was delighted to 
volunteer and looks forward to organising many 
more such events for DAS.  
 
The event kicked off at 2pm and had a range of 
activities filled with fun and learning. The 
activities, which were held at various settings in 
Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park, encouraged children to 
socialise among peers, explore the surrounding 
fostering teamwork amongst all.  

The day ended exuberantly with splashes at the 
water playground. The McDonald’s meals were 
sponsored by Build Back Better.  
 
We thank Mr Raja Mohd Fairuz and his team for 
their brilliant effort in hosting an event for our 
children and we look forward to Learning Journey 
2013. 

Learning Journey 2 at Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park 
 By  Gopalakrishnan Givanandam 
Bedok Learning Centre Manager 

Fun & Features 
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DAS is always on a lookout 
to be involved in the 
communi ty .  Th is  was 
especially successful on 26 
January in partnership with 
the Jurong Point Shopping 
Centre’s Community Painting 
Day at the ArtWalk (Jurong 
Point 2 Basement 1).  

 
Parents and DAS students from our Jurong Point 
Learning Centre were invited to “leave their 
mark” at this joint community project. They 

painted in wall murals that were initially outlined 
by artists. It was an entertaining afternoon as  
attendees picked up paint 
brushes and before long, 
were able to see their efforts 
unfold as a giant community 
mural. Other activities that 
afternoon included balloon 
sculpting, face painting, and 
glittered tattooing. 

Community Painting Day at Jurong Point 
Shopping Centre 

 
By Argus Tong and June Ho 

Publicity and Publications Officers 
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While the December school holidays were a slow  
period for most to unwind and enjoy the festivities, 
the energetic volunteers from the Royal Bank of 
Scotland (RBS) took the opportunity to give two 
DAS centres a facelift. On 6 December 2012, DAS 
Jurong Point and Woodlands had their classrooms 
and hallway walls slathered with hundreds of litres 
of paint. 

Utilising funds raised earlier in the year through an 
initiative by RBS’ interns, the volunteer project, 
which involved more than 50 participants, was led 
by the bank’s main liaison with DAS, Ms Pauline 
Chung, who most recently bagged two community 
awards from the bank for her contributions in 2012.  
 
Turning up at the centres as early as 9am, the 

Repainting DAS Jurong & Woodlands  
by RBS Volunteers 

 
By Sean Lau 

Senior Fundraising and Events Officer 

Fun & Features 
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volunteers were quick to prove the proverb of 
‘many hands make light work’ as they displayed 
unity in teams to prep the classrooms and 
complete the paint job in timely fashion. Some 
were done so quickly they were looking for more 
concrete to slab their paint on! Enthused volunteer 
Abhinav Swamy quipped “I am sure that the aches 
in the arms and legs of our volunteers today are 
well worth the cause we’re supporting”. 
 
Indeed, several thousand brush strokes and some 
hours later, the new vibrant colours were ready to 
welcome more than 600 staff and students in the 
new year.  
 
Thank you, RBS volunteers for your time and 
dedication. We look forward to your continued 
support in 2013! 

      Fun & Features 
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On 28 December 2012, DAS Tampines Learning 
Centre welcomed a group of 24 teachers from 
Tampines Primary School (TPS). The visit was part 
of their Learning Journey Programme and it was 
aimed at learning more about dyslexia and its 
accompanying learning differences.  
 
DAS Educational Therapist, Ms Stephanie Yeo first 
engaged the teachers with simulation activities 
that gave some insight into of the difficulties faced 
by dyslexic children. This provided them with an 
understanding of the struggles that a dyslexic child 
may experience when being given reading and 
writing tasks.  
 
This was followed by and introduction to the Oracy 
and Computerised Literacy Programme (CLP) given 
by Ms Nuraini Salleh, a Learning Support Officer. 
She also elaborated on the different software 
programmes used in CLP such as Nessy Learning 
and Fast Forward. 
 
Educational Therapists, Ms Emilyn See and Ms Siti 
Halimah then shared teaching strategies used in 
the Essential Literacy Approach (ELA) that are 

based on the Orton-Gillingham principles. They 
also demonstrated some teaching manipulatives 
that are used in their classes and how teachers 
can accommodate these in their own lessons.  
 
Mdm Surjati Soekraman, the Tampines Centre 
Manager, then summarised the session and 
brought them for a tour around the centre to have 
a look at a typical classroom setting in DAS. During 
the tour, the teachers were given a hands-on 
experience the various software and games used 
in CLP.  
 
The teachers enjoyed their Learning Journey and 
Mdm Tuty, the Allied Educator (AED) of TPS 
expressed her thanks and mentioned that it was a 
“super beneficial” session. The school extended an 
invite for a full awareness talk to be given to the 
rest of the staff at Tampines Primary School. 
 
 

DAS Connects with Tampines Primary School 
 

By Ms Siti Halimah, Ms Emilyn See and Ms Stephanie Yeo 
Tampines Educational Therapists  

Fun & Features 



 11 

Senior educational therapists Ms Nicole Chua and 
I were invited by the Centre of Enabled Living 
(CEL) to give a public talk at the 2nd RehabTech 
Asia 2013 on Friday, 1 March. The international 
exhibition and conference on assistive technology, 
integrated care and rehabilitation engineering 
was held at the Singapore EXPO. 
 

As the topic was on assistive technology, we 
shared with the audience on how two assistive 
computer software programmes, Nessy Learning 
Programme and Wordshark aided the memory 
and focus of children with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD).  
 
For many in the audience, specific learning 
differences such as dyslexia and ADHD are 
hidden disabilities that do not get as much 
attention as physical impairments. 
 
We explained to the audience how students with 
dyslexia and ADHD struggle in school and 

revealed the findings of a mini-case study we 
conducted in DAS. We found that children with 
ADHD were motivated and looked forward to 
lessons when computer technology is used.   

It was a great learning opportunity for all as we 
got to exchange notes with other speakers 
including physiotherapists from Tan Tock Seng 
Hospital on rehabilitation and self-help 
maintenance therapy at home. 
 
On behalf of DAS, we were honoured to be part of 
the conference and look forward to more 
opportunities working with CEL and other VWOs. 
 

2nd RehabTech 
Asia 2013 
Public Talk 

 
 
 

By Ms Jeanne Tan 
Senior Educational Therapist 
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On 2 and 3 January, we were honoured to be 
invited by Mr Chong Chin Hong, Vice Principal of 
MacPherson Primary School, to take part in an 
event titled ‘Parents in Education (PiE) Conference 
2013’, with an emphasis on ‘Nurturing the Whole 
Child.’  

The event was graced by Guest of Honour Dr 
Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman, MP for East Coast 
GRC, Senior Parliamentary Secretary (Ministry of 
Defence & Ministry of National Development), and 
Mayor for South East District.  
 
On the first day, we distributed 200 brochures to 
attendees, and our booth garnered the attention 
of many visitors. Students were also excited to 
play the ‘Einstein Quiz’, and they were given 
stress dices.  
 
On the second day, Miss Tuty Elfira gave an 
awareness talk to our parents, which was met 
with very positive feedback and many queries.  
 

The success of the awareness talk also received 
many enquiries from teachers who were 
interested to learn more about the DAS, and the 
help that we can extend to their students.  
 
We were pleased to be invited to give an 
awareness talk for teachers on 20 February along 
with providing computerised screening for Primary 
1 to 3 students..  

‘Parents in 
Education (PiE) 

Conference 
2013’ at 

MacPherson 
Primary School  

 
 

By Chris Chia 
Centre Manager 
Parkway Parade  
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NTUC Income brought some new year cheer to 
several OrangeAid preschool beneficiaries and 
their families with a donation of goodie bags in 
conjunction with the Lunar New Year. The goodie 
bags, consisted of a variety of festive goodies 
including Milo, love letters, soft jellies, raisins, 
mixed nuts, colour pencils and mandarin oranges 
were delivered to DAS Bedok for distribution. 
 
The centre was abuzz with contented smiles of  the 
recipients and their families as they collected the 
goodie bags. Many gave thanks to NTUC Income 
for their generosity as well as DAS for helping their 
children in need of literacy intervention. 
 
One parent, Mdm Afizah, was so appreciative that 
she even sent a thank you card with words of 
appreciation to NTUC Income for the full bursary 

and Ms Salbiah for 
teaching Rufina, a 
student at Bedok 
Learning Centre last 
year.    
 
For another parent, 
Mrs Chew, receiving 
the bursary and 
remediation meant a 
huge relief to her 
family as her son 
Rakuma has suffered 
from a hole in the 

heart since he was young. She was thankful for the 
support and feels that Rakuma has benefited from 
the programme tremendously. She has noticed 
that he can now read simple words independently 
even after attending only a month of remediation.  
 
DAS and our beneficiaries would like to thank 
NTUC Income’s OrangeAid for their amazing 
support of the Preschool Programme.  
 

NTUC Income’s OrangeAid provides financial 
assistance to preschool going children to attend the 

DAS Preschool Programme in a shared vision to 
equalise the playing field for preschoolers  
when they enter Primary School. In 2012,  

46 beneficiaries received financial support to  
address their learning differences. 

NTUC Income Chinese New Year Goodie Bag 
Distribution at Bedok Learning Centre 

 

By Salbiah Bahri 
Senior Educational Therapist and Preschool Manager  
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After the June holidays in 2011, 11 Educational 
Therapists were involved in DAS pioneer research 
on the usage of assistive technology in the 
classrooms.  Of the 11 selected therapists, three 
were based in Ang Mo Kio, making the learning 
centre the only two out of nine centres that were 
equipped with SMARTBoards and individualised 
laptops for students. 

The Ministry of Education has been actively 
promoting ICT usage at all levels and standards. 
Therefore, DAS is more than happy to devise our 
teaching to suit the learning needs of a new 
generation of technology savvy kids. 

Phonic-based programs such the award-winning 
Nessy Learning Program is used extensively in 
our classroom to interest students in gaining 
more familiarity with the phonograms learned in 
class.  Three of the classrooms in the Ang Mo Kio 

learning centre are also equipped with 
SMARTBoard interactive boards that change the 
landscape of learning altogether.  Students are 
attracted to the interface that mirrored the iPad 
and teachers have observed increased 
engagement in classroom activities.   

At present, this is only a pilot phase but with such 
positive responses from students, I would say it 
will be very soon that all our classrooms will be 
equipped with interactive boards and laptops! 
Can’t wait! 

Enhanced Students’ Learning through Technology  
at DAS Ang Mo Kio Learning Centre  

By Nicole Chua 
Senior Educational Therapist 

Fun & Features 
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Organised by Pixel, the 5th International 
Conference ICT for Language Learning was held in 
Florence, Italy from 15 to 16 November 2012. 
Florence is the regional capital Tuscany, a 
province of Italy, and well known for leather 
crafted goods.  We were fortunate to experience 
cool weather and the warm hospitality of Italians. 
We felt very welcomed and at home there. 

There were 206 registered participants who 
presented a total of 145 papers at the conference. 
Together with another teacher from MOE, Ms 
Nicole Chua and I were honoured to represent 
Singapore in this international exchange of ideas 
which saw 120 universities from 50 countries take 
part. 

A total of 13 thematic topics were presented in 4 
parallel sessions across the two days, many of 
which were European Commission funded projects. 
While not limited to ICT, topics were largely 
centred on the use of technology such as the 
Internet and mobile phones to aid adult learning 
of languages from Polish to English. There was a 
general lack of learning disabilities related topics 
and our presentation on the use of phonics 
computer software was an inspirational subject 
matter for all. 

We shared with the audience on how two phonics 
computer software programmes, Nessy Learning 
Programme and Wordshark were used to help in 
learning English as a language for students who 
have dyslexia. We explained how students with 
dyslexia and ADHD struggle in school and 
revealed the findings of a mini-case study we 
conducted in DAS using game-based learning, 
This showed that the students were more 
motivated and did not realise they were actually 
practicing their reading and spelling skills on the 
computers as well as improving their English. 

The two-day conference was very long and 
stretched up to 7pm in the evenings. The 
organisers planned many breaks as well as a 
walking tour around Florence for networking 
opportunities. 

We were most privileged to exchange contacts 
with other teachers from Thailand, India and Spain. 
It was an unforgettable experience and we thank 
DAS for this wonderful opportunity.  

5th International Conference ICT for Language Learning 

By Ms Jeanne Tan 
Senior Educational Therapist 
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On 17 January, two of our DAS staff, Ms Fanny 
Foo, Assistant Director for Learning Centres & 
Outreach and Ms Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen, Head of 
DAS International, were invited by 938LIVE’s daily 
afternoon talk segment, the WOW Club for an 
interview with Michelle Martin. The segment kicked 
off with an introduction of “My Inner World”. DAS 
produced this book in conjunction with our 21st 
anniversary to showcase the 
creative side of our DAS students. 
On top of the many artworks and 
creative stories, there are also 
activities in the book for readers 
to try out and experience how 
difficult it can be for a dyslexic 
mind to process information.  
 
Fanny’s youngest child is dyslexic and so she had 
the chance to share her experience on a more 
personal level, while Anaberta, an educator, 
shared her perspectives on a more professional 
level on supporting kids with Dyslexia. It was a 
great opportunity for DAS to raise awareness for 
Dyslexia and educate the public on the 
importance of early intervention.  
 
Fanny recalled that is was the beginning of a 
tedious learning journey for her daughter in the 
first year of Kindergarten. Her daughter was 
having trouble learning and remembering the 
alphabet. Fanny decided to step in to try to help 
and was teaching her one letter a day. It took her 
daughter one whole month to learn A to Z. That 
was when Fanny realised something was not right 
and decided to get her daughter tested. Her 
daughter was diagnosed with dyslexia and started 
to attend classes at DAS when she was in Primary 
One. Her daughter slowly learned to read, starting 

with simple books and moving on to more 
complex texts. Through this experience, Fanny’s 
husband realised that he himself is dyslexic. 
 
Her advice to parents stressed the importance of 
first acknowledging the child’s difficulties and then 
getting them the appropriate assessments and 
interventions. She felt that a supportive home 
environment was crucial to the child’s well-being 
and getting teachers in the school to make 
accommodations so as to make time at school 
more productive and help the child to learn. 
 
Anaberta shared that there are some telltale signs 
that can giveaway whether a child is dyslexic or 
not. Usually they will come back with a very low 
grade for their spelling tests, they will not be able 
to read aloud and sequencing of events can be a 
huge challenge.  
 
Dyslexia is a wide spectrum condition and many 
smaller difficulties can only be picked up through 
a professional assessment. Parents need to be 
aware of critical developmental milestones and 
look out for any red flags should their child be 
lagging behind or not developing at an age 
appropriate level. Anaberta also mentioned that 
DAS adopts a multi-sensory method of learning to 
support students. 
 
It was definitely a very rewarding and exciting 
experience for both Fanny and Anaberta to be 
able to reach out to young parents via the talk 
show. We look forward to many more such 
exposures for DAS. 

The 
WOW 
Club 

 
 

By June Ho 
Publicity and 

Publications Officer 
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DAS through our partnership with the Student Care 
Unit at ITE Central participated in the ITE Central 
Orientation Roadshow on 28 and 29 January. The 
Publicity team reached out not only to ITE students 
but also lecturers and staff as well.  

Students also had the opportunity to participate in 
our “reading fluently” game.  The game simulates 
the difficulties that children with dyslexia face with 
reading out aloud. For their efforts, students who 
managed to decode the reading game received 
with a prize.  

It was definitely a fruitful afternoon as we shared 
about learning differences with the students, 
teachers and staff. We also meet some ex-DAS 
students who brought their friends to visit the 
booth and share their own personal learning 
journey. 

DAS Reaches out to ITE Central Students at ITE 
Central Orientation Roadshow 

 
By June Ho, Nazreen Muntaj & Argus Tong 

Publicity and Publications Officers 

Nazreen, June and Argus at ITE Central 
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On 20 February, the DAS Chinese Team organised 

their inaugural cultural awareness workshop “过

年啦!” for students at DAS, with the help of four 
volunteers from Nanyang Girls’ High School. In 
line with the festive celebrations, the objective of 
the workshop was to allow the students to gain 
understanding of the origins and traditions 
performed during the Chinese New Year 
celebrations.  

The students had a whale of a time as they 
participated in a wide variety of hands-on 
activities, from painting Chinese characters like 

“福” (blessings) and “春” (spring) to the creation 
of their own snake-like Chinese New Year 
booklets.  
 
In making the booklet, the children got in touch 
with the history of the festival by looking at the 
Zodiac cycle and the story of Nian, a mythical 
creature that used to terrorize villagers. Students 
also began to understand the practice of red 
decorations, reunion dinners, giving of red 
packets and wearing of new clothes in the Lunar 
New Year. Each student also had opportunities to 
share with one another on how they celebrate 
Chinese New year.  
 
As a finale, a ‘”lo hei’’ (Cantonese saying of 
tossing up good fortune) was prepared for the 
children as part of the Chinese New Year 
celebration tradition. The workshop ended on a 
high note as parents joined in the yusheng tossing 
with their children. The students left some of the 

Chinese New Year Workshop  
 

By Kong Yun Rui 
Educational Therapist 

Ms Sha Lan reading to her students 

Fun & Features 
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parents in awe as they recounted auspicious 
sayings with the pouring of each ingredient.  We 
know that the objective was met when the students 
went home smiling and satisfied with their own 
creations.  
 

2013年2月20日，DAS
举办了“过年啦”新年庆

祝活动，让孩子们在乐趣

中学习华文，在互动中了

解华人新年的习俗，感受

华族文化。 

 
活动以“挥春”开场，同学们在红纸上绘

“福”字及“春”字，并加以点缀，从中了

解到“福到”的吉祥寓意。同学们也通过看

生肖、找属相，对“蛇年”有了进一步的认

识。 

 
接下来的活动中，同学们“动手又动口”，

分享自己的过年点滴，并亲手制作“蛇年书

简”：贴对联、穿新衣、开红包、摆年夜

饭…… 通过这些互动活动，同学们知道了过

年传统的由来，了解了各种过年习俗，更体

验了春节带给大家的幸福欢乐! 
 
这次活动在师生及家长齐捞鱼生的欢笑中结

束。同学们边放入食材，边高喊吉祥话：

“甜甜蜜蜜！学业进步……”虽然整个活动

只是短短几个小时，但同学们都获益不浅，

也玩得不亦乐乎。 

 
Chinese Version By Sha Lan  

Educational Therapist 

The children painting Chinese characters like 
“福” (blessings) and “春” (spring)  

DAS Educational Therapists, Ms Sha Lan and Ms See 
Lay Yen at the Chinese Workshop  

Ms Kong Yun Rui instructing the students on craft work 
at the Chinese Workshop 

Workshop finale with a yusheng tossing for all! 
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Yayasan Mendaki is a self help group dedicated 
to the empowerment of the disadvantaged through 
excellence in education. The Malay/Muslim 
Community leaders in partnership with the 
government set it up 30 years ago.  
 
The “Brunch with Mendaki” event held on  
3 February was organised by Mendaki to help 
students in the Malay community who had just 
reached Secondary 1 level to cope and have a 
better approach in their studies. Mr Zainal Sapari, 
MP of Punggol Pasir Ris, opened the event. The 
speaker was Professor Mark Nowacki from 
LogicMills, a private school that teaches Analytical 
Thinking Skills.  
 
DAS was on hand to improve awareness for 
parents who have yet to understand about  
Dyslexia. By empowering them with knowledge, 
parents can make better decisions for their 
children’s educational journey.  

Brochures and a video were displayed at our 
roadshow booth. The other objective for DAS’s 
presence at this event was to provide parents with 
information on how DAS can assist them on 
assessment and remediation programmes should 
their children be diagnosed with Dyslexia.  
 
We encountered parents who suspected that their 
children were dyslexic. We encouraged them to 
sign up for our Lucid screening on 23 March at 
Mendaki Headquarters when DAS would be 
partnering Mendaki again for their  eCahaya  
workshop. Twelve students were signed up for the 
Computerised screening.  
 
Lastly, the event ended with a good wrap up for 
the students, leaving them with good ideas and 
methods to ease them into the secondary level 
education. 

Brunch with Mendaki  
 

By Andrew Ho 
Sengkang Learning  

Centre Manager 
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In May 2012, representatives from DAS, DAS 
International and DAS Academy conducted 20 
awareness talks at ITE West for over 1200 students. 
The theme of these awareness talks was to 
encourage respect and inclusiveness within the 
student body by addressing learning and social 
differences, entitled "Respecting Differences".  
 
This year was no different, our seasoned speakers, 
Ashraf and Farhana conducted five talks to 
approximately 700 students. The interactive 
sessions touched on several learning differences, 
namely, ADHD, Dyslexia and Asperger's Syndrome. 
It highlighted the basic signs and symptoms and 
also practical tips on how a student can handle 
their classmate's differences with respect.  
 
Our awareness talks in the past have been 
targeted at teachers and parents for early 
intervention purposes. With the increase in our pool 
of speakers, we hope to be able to give more talks 
like this to foster an inclusive environment at 
schools.  
 
After the talk, a few students came up to the 
speakers to talk about their difficulties. Their ITE  

counsellors were at hand to support them too.   
 
The ITE feedback form, filled out after the talk, 
showed that most studetns came away with a 
better understanding. A student with ADHD came 
up and said the talk helped her a lot. All through 
school, she felt misunderstood. Perhaps the talk will 
help her friends to understand her better now. With 
these talks, we hope to build support students with 
learning differences and to empower their 
classmates with the knowledge to help them. 

ITE WEST — RESPECTING 
DIFFERENCES  

 
By Fanny Foo 

Assistant Director for Learning Centres and Outreach 
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More than 40 membership applications have 
been approved by panel members since the 
launch of Register of Educational Therapists (Asia) 
on 29 October last year.  The launch, which 
featured guest speaker Dr Kate Saunders, Chief 
Executive Officer of the British Dyslexia 
Association, was covered by various media outlets 
including the Straits Times, Wo Bao (My Paper), 
Lianhe Zaobao, Maple Leaf Times and 95.8 radio 
Station. 
 
Recently, the first meeting of RETA facilitated by 
Michelle-Lynn Yap, the registrar of RETA, was 
hosted at Rex House on 2 February. At this 
inaugural meeting, several core members worked 
together to develop the code of professional 
conduct. One of the key components of the code 
is RETA’s Guiding Values. RETA adopted the 
guiding values of Respect, Integrity, Competence 
and Empathy (RICE) to aid the understanding of 
the behaviour and standards expected of 
Educational Therapists working in the field of 
Specific Learning Differences. These guiding 
values place a responsibility on Educational 
Therapists to  be aware of their conduct at all 
times, and to foster an environment in which all 

are proud and happy to function in.  
 
The code is still a working document. If interested 
in participating in the committee, please contact 
the registrar at registrar@reta.sg. 
 
For more information or to become a member of 
RETA, please visit  www.reta.sg. 
 
About RETA 
 
RETA is the Register of Educational Therapists 
(Asia). It is an initiative by the Dyslexia Association 
of Singapore, and is advised by a panel of three 
distinguished members - Dr Thomas Sim, Professor 
Angela Fawcett, and Dr Kate Saunders. 
 
RETA was formed to connect practitioners in the 
field of Specific Learning Differences and 
Education, while recognising their professional 
status and endorsing their qualifications at the 
same time. 
 
RETA’s tiered membership structure encourages 
practitioners to participate in continuing their 
professional development for greater professional 

RETA Members Developing Code of Professional Conduct 
 

By Argus Tong 
Publicity and Publications Officer 
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recognition. Educational Therapist See Lay Yen 
added “By joining RETA, it encourages continuous 
and supports professional development for 
professionals in our industry.” 

Dr. Thomas Sim, who is Executive Director of the 
DAS Academy as well as a panel member, 
explained that “RETA aims to be the pioneering 
body in endorsing the professional status of 
qualified practitioners in the field of specific 
learning differences so parents with children in 
need of assistance will have a ready resource and 
more importantly, a trusted one.”  

Dr Sim also added “RETA will not only raise the 
awareness and reputation of Educational 
Therapists in the region, but the community will 
benefit as well. We hope to see a steady growth 
of members in RETA, as we believe that bringing 
together practitioners, experts and professionals 
in the field and connecting them in a peer support 
system, will meet the needs of all the children with 
learning differences in Singapore and the region.” 

If you are interested in being a part of RETA, 
please visit www.reta.sg. 

Are you an Educational Therapist 
who would like to have  

professional recognition? 

Register with RETA and join other  
“Educators who make a difference”

RETA MEMBERSHIP 

Benefits of being a RETA member 

 A welcome gift voucher for a DAS 
Academy workshop* 

 10% member discount for purchase of 
Assistive Technology resources 

 10% member discount on the  
resources from the DAS Academy 

 Access to DAS Academy library 
 Opportunity to be listed on the RETA 

website for private consultation 
 Receive the bi-annual members  

exclusive newsletter, RETA Chronicles 
 Invitation to workshops/talks/sharing 

sessions by guest speakers or other 
RETA members 

*Terms and Conditions apply

6336 2555 

RETA 
73 Bukit Timah Road 
#05-01 Rex House  
Singapore 229832 

www.reta.sg 
info@reta.sg 
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After a successful inaugural student alumni event 
at the Singapore’s Lion Dash in November 2012, 
the student alumni followed up with another event 
on 2 March - the Student Alumni luncheon at the La 
Braceria Pizza and Grill in the Hillcrest area. 
 
Although the alumni were shy at first, the ball 
started rolling once the food was served. The 
group enjoyed the menu of Italian cuisine, from 
pizzas to pastas. The alumni ranged from 
Secondary 2 to Polytechnic students and some of 
the alumni has also been at the Lion Dash event 
had a chance to catch up. Centre Manager for 
Queenstown Kenny Goh addressed the alumni 
sharing the goals of the luncheon to formalize the 
group and work to expand it.  
 
Centre Manager for Ang Mo Kio, Carine Wong 
who leads the coordination efforts of the DAS 
Alumni Group along with Kenny reflected "Once 
the alumni got to know one another, they were 
comfortable and had enthusiastic exchanges.  All 
of them expressed enthusiasm to be part of DAS 
Student Alumni group either as office-bearers or 
participants. It is encouraging to view the response 
and to see how DAS has helped change the lives 
of people with dyslexia. I am positive we will soon 
see a core team of dedicated alumni once the 

leadership of the group is in place”. 
 
One of the alumni, Sebastian Tan, age 20, is 
currently working towards a Diploma in Marine 
Engineering and enjoyed himself at the lunch. He 
said “It was a great event! I hope to see even 
more alumni participate in further alumni 
activities!” Another alumnus, Elvin Siew Tuck Yum, 
16 who is studying at Nanyang Polytechnic 
majoring in Digital and Precision Engineering 
added “This was the first event where we met up 
to discuss how to expand the alumni group of DAS. 
All of us showed interest in doing so. It was an 
excellent sign that the group was ready to expand 
with the help of the adults. Although this was the 
second event that we had, I am confident and 
ready to take up the challenge of getting more 
alumni in the group.” 
 
To become involved or for more information on the 
DAS Alumni Group, please contact: 
 
 Carine Wong  Kenny Goh 
 Ang Mo Kio   Queenstown  
 Centre Manager   Centre Manager  
 6451-5582    6475-9535  
        or visit 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 

Mama Mia a group is born!     

    By Argus Tong 
Publicity and Publications Officer 
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Statutory Declarations 2013 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head—Publicity and Publications 

In January and February of this year, DAS hosted 
its annual round of Statutory Declarations for DAS 
parents to ease their bursary applications. 
Support with Statutory Declarations is an 
additional service DAS provides to our parents.  
This event would not be possible without the 
professional support of four volunteer lawyers. 
This year’s event was held at three DAS learning 
centres, Bishan, Tampines and Woodlands and a 
total of 207 declarations were completed, 
surpassing the 186 declarations made in 2012. 
 
The DAS would like to take this opportunity to 
thank each individual lawyer who generously 
volunteered their time and skills to assist our 
beneficiaries: 
 

 Ms Sim Bock Eng 
 Ms Kee Lay Lian 
 Mr Kevin Kwek 
 Mr Raymond Chan 

Bishan Learning Centre Statutory Declaration Team 
pictured above,  (left to right) DAS Executive Committee 

member Kevin Kwek, Kee Lay Lian and Sim Bock Eng with 
DAS COO Siang Lee and DAS CFO Corina Lai (seated).  

Raymond Chan receiving his certificate of appreciation 
from DAS COO Siang Lee. 
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The Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) 
officially unveiled its eleventh Centre, the DAS 
Chinatown Point (CTP) Learning Centre (LC) on 
Tuesday, 19 March. Situated within the newly 
revamped Chinatown Point, the centre serves as a 
hub for the new Chinese Remediation Programme, 
and will also offer other DAS services to meet the 
rising demand for specialist education. 
 
Located within the city centre, CTP LC is easily 
accessible to students from various parts of 
Singapore. It has six classrooms with access to 
common rooms that are shared with other  
non-profit organisations located in the mall. 
 
Mr Sam Tan Chin Siong, Senior Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry 
of Culture, Community and Youth & Mayor, Central 
Singapore District, graced the event as its Guest-of
-Honour. He was given a roaring welcome by a 
lion dance troupe and a welcome party that 
included the DAS Vice-President, Mr Eric Lee and 
two other DAS EXCO members. 

Mr Sam Tan shared his difficulty as a person with 
dyslexia, and how he still needs a lot of 
preparation each time he gives a speech. He 
showed the audience a copy of his speech, which 
was printed in font size 19 and peppered with 
marks he made with a highlighter pen. These 
marks help him indicate places where the flow of 
the rhythm stops, and he writes his speech in a 
way that it sounds like music.  

Chinatown Point Learning Centre Official Opening 
 

By Sarizan Ahmad 
Fundraising and Events Officer 
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Siew E-Ian, a student from the DAS Ang Mo Kio 
AMK Learning Centre, presented Mr Tan with a 
piece of his own artwork that he had spent three 
days creating. Mr Tan exclaimed that “DAS has 
talent!” The Guest-of-Honour was then given a 
tour of the new premises and provided with a 
first hand view of the services that DAS offers.  

Also present at the opening ceremony were 
former actress Jazreel Low, who shared her 
experiences with the Parents’ Support Group 
(PSG), and YouTube celebrity Dr Jiajia, who 
currently attends DAS classes at the DAS Parkway 
Parade (PWP) Learning Centre. Jazreel devoted 
almost three hours to interacting with parents at 
the PSG’s first meeting for 2013. 

Also attending the event were representatives  
from our donors; NTUC Income & the Royal Bank 
of Scotland (RBS), partners such as the Chinese 
Development Assistance Council (CDAC), 
Chinatown Business Association (CBA), Anderson 
Primary School and Fengshan Primary School. 
 
During the event, guests were invited to attend 
future talks, and a total of 33 children underwent 
free computerised dyslexia screening tests. Six 

volunteers from RBS contributed their time and 
talents, with such duties as the administering the 
tests and photographing the event. A big thanks 
to everyone who has helped make the event a 
huge success. 
 

Official unveiling of the Chinatown Point commemorative 
plaque by Mr Sam Tan accompanied by DAS Executive 
Committee members (Left to Right) Mr K Kesavapany,  

Vice-President Mr Eric Lee and Assistant Honorary, Mr Sam 
Tan and Honorary Assistant Treasurer Mr Vincent Chen.  

Mr Sam Tan and DAS CEO Mr Robin Moseley discussing the 
Math programme with our Senior Educational Therapist,  

Aishah Abdullah, “Albel” 

Mr Sam Tan and DAS Vice-President Mr Eric Lee talking 
with Ms Deborah Tan, Senior Specialist Psychologist and 
Ms Helen Driver, Director of Specialist Services during the 

visit to Chinatown Point learning Centre 
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In recent years, Parent Support Groups (PSGs) in 
schools are increasing. These PSGs are not only 
set up in international schools but are now active 
in local, government and private schools. 
 
As the parent of a child with special learning 
needs, one may feel alone, frustrated, and 
misunderstood by “normal” parents. Therefore, the 
DAS Parents’ Support Group (PSG) is an important 
platform to help DAS parents realise that there are 
possibilities and hope, and to find support along 
the way. 
 
The DAS Parents’ Support Group “reboots” with its 
first meeting of 2013 on Tuesday, 19 March at the 
new Chinatown Point DAS Learning Centre. 
Special guest, Mediacorp Artiste, Ms Jazreel Low 
was on hand to discuss the challenges she faced 
as a parent with a dyslexic daughter.  

Ms Fanny Foo, Assistant Director for Learning 
Centres and Outreach of DAS, shared her 
experiences on how she realised her daughter 
had dyslexica and what she does to help ease 
her daughter’s learning difficulties.  

As introductions were made by every parent, 
stating their expectations of having a DAS PSG, 
Mdm Tan Lai Ying, a parent from Bedok Learning 
Centre mentioned, “DAS should continue to have a 
secondary programme in Maths and Chinese”.  
 
This view was held by many other parents who felt 
that by supporting a child with learning 
differences in Maths and Chinese during the 
primary level leaves the child feeling lost again 
during their secondary school years.  
 
Mdm Judy Lim, a DAS International parent, who 
had taken her son out of a MOE school and put 

Parents’ Support Group Meeting at Chinatown Point 
 

By Nazreen Muntaj 
Publicity and Publications Officer 

Jazreel Low and Fanny Foo chatting at the PSG Meeting 

Chris Chia and Fanny Foo standing behind Dr Jiajia and the 
parents at the PSG meeting 
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him into an international school, wished that the 
local MOE schools would reduce the number of 
students in each class so that students with 
learning differences can get the attention needed 
instead of being left in the corner or being 
reprimanded for not being able to match his/her 
peers. 

Ms Deborah Hewes, Head of DAS Publicity and 
Publications, who is dyslexic and has three 
successful dyslexic children, shared strategies she 
adopted while her children were in school and 
how she still encourages them now in their young 
adulthood. She reassured the parents that a child 
with learning differences can shine and reminded 
them how her children are a testament to the 
success of early intervention and continued 
support.  

DAS hopes that with the encouraging response 
and sign ups during the meeting, the PSG will 
evolve to be more active in DAS activities. The 
PSG are encouraged to provide support and 
feedback to improve the services provided by 
DAS which in turn will help the students to achieve 
greater excellence.  

Towards the end of the session, Mr Eric Lee, Vice 
President of DAS Executive Committee, shared his 
journey as a volunteer over the years. “While I 
may not be a parent with a dyslexic child or even 
parent, it was indeed very comforting to witness 
how the PSG members were willing to share 
strategies, struggles and possible solutions and 
offer support to each other. One of the comments 
that stuck with me was said by Mdm Judy Fong, a 
DAS parent whose son has both dyslexia and 
dyspraxia, “As a parent, we have to learn to 
accept our child and support them”.  

This is true for any parent and more so for a 
parent who has a child with learning differences.   

Benefits of taking part in the DAS Parents’ Support 
Group (PSG) 

 Be more engaged  
As a PSG member you are more likely 
to be an informed and involved parent.  
You will also be building rapport with 
educators and supporting DAS'  
initiatives. 

 Be part of a network 
We understand that parenting a child 
with learning differences is challenging. 
The PSG provides a platform for you to 
share ideas, concerns and experiences 
with other parents. 

 Increase your growth 
Gain valuable experiences and grasp 
new opportunities, to support your child 
more effectively. 

 Make a difference 
Provide DAS with feedback to make 
positive recommendations for change in 
our organisation. 

 Be a role model 
By becoming a PSG member, you will 
demonstrate the importance you place 
on education and enhance the bond 
with your child. 

If you would like to join the PSG  
please contact: 

Chris Chia 
chris@das.org.sg 

BE A PART OF THE  
DAS PARENTS’  

SUPPORT GROUP  

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 

Mr Vincent Chen, Mr Kenny Goh and Mr Eric Lee observing 
the PSG Meeting 
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Churchill once said "the most important thing 
about education is appetite" and DAS has a 
voracious one. Always striving to update itself, a 
four member team visited Assets School, a  
co-educational, independent, kindergarten to year 
12 school in Hawaii, that has been educating 
students who are gifted and/or dyslexic since 
1969. Assets School caters to the needs of a 
similar group of students that we in the DAS 
encounter and it was a privilege to have the 
opportunity to visit Assets to learn from their 
experiences.  
 
We met up with Paul Singer, Head of Assets 
School and his wife Sungalina. The encounter with 
Paul and his wife was very fruitful. They were very 
warm and friendly and made us feel welcome and 
at home while we were in Hawaii. Similarly, Assets 
too exudes a positive energy. Teachers are warm 
and sensitive and we could sense that students 
enjoyed coming to school to learn. 
 
Although their setting was in a school, we 
benefited from our visit on several levels. We were 
granted a different perspective on educating 
learners especially in terms of the sort of 
programmes they conducted to the assessments 
they used to measure progress . We were 
particularly interested in the Project Read and 

Slingerland programmes as we found that these 
programmes would complement ours and look 
forward to be working closely with them in this 
area.  
 
What we saw also justified the direction DAS has 
taken and perhaps most significantly, it affirmed 
our emphasis on the implementation of assistive 
technology as well as ongoing professional 
development and support.  

DAS visits ASSETS School in Hawaii 
 

By Geetha Shantha Ram—Assistant Director of Staff Professional Development 
and Ashraf Samsudin—Assistant Director of Curriculum and Programmes   

Pictured above (Left to Right) Darlene Roberston, Robin 
Moseley, Geetha Shantha Ram, Priscillia Shen, Ashraf 

Samsudin, Glynis Moseley and Paul Singer 
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Assets Team visit to DAS  
 
Paul Singer, his wife Sungalina, and their son 
Noah came to visit DAS in March. Accompanying 
them were Darlene Robertson and Joy 
Bridgewater. Overall, the experience with Paul 
and his team was a positive one. In all, two 
presentations were delivered to our team.   The 
first entitled "Teachers Response and Challenging 
Behavior" was a sharing done to all of DAS 
Association staff. We were very honoured to have 
Paul and Sungalina conduct this talk for us. Their 
sharing was insightful and many benefitted from 
the personal sharing done by both speakers.  
 

We were also fortunate to have Darlene 
Robertson, Director of Professional Programme  
Development and Outreach and a trained Fellow 
in the Slingerland approach, here to visit and 
conduct a sharing session to our programme 
teams. The intention of her sharing was to give 
our teams a good overview of the Slingerland 
Approach as well as the Project Read approach 
to writing. Her sharing on Slingerland was very 
thorough and our EdTs learned much about the 
history of Slingerland and the relationship 
between the three programmes, Slingerland, OG 
and Project Read. Aside from that, Darlene 
showed us how a typical Slingerland lesson went 
and shared with us useful questioning techniques 
adopted in Slingerland in the area of reading 
comprehension. The EdTs were also given an  

introduction to the writing frame in 
Project Read where Darlene showed 
us how this can be used to teach our 
students the basics of writing a 
sentence. At the end of the visit, 
Paul, Darlene and Jyo visited our 
learning centres and observed 
classes at Bishan Junction 8 learning 
centre - a big thank you to all who 
made it possible. 
 
Overall, it was a very fruitful 
exchange of knowledge, expertise 
and ideas and we hope that this 
collaboration between Assets School 
and DAS continues and that together 
we can enhance our support to 
enabling dyslexics achieve! 
 

The Assets Team had dinner with members of DAS Executive Committee and 
DAS Staff.  (Left to Right) Thomas Sim, Glynis Moseley, Robin Moseley, Siang 

Lee, Graham Robertson, Darlene Robertson, Eric Lee, Paul Singer, Jimmy 
Daruwalla, Cynthia Tan and Arun Desai 

DAS COO Siang Lee with Paul Singer and Jyo Bridgewater at 
Chinatown Point Learning Centre 

Ashraf and Geetha with the Assets Team, (left to right) 
Darlene Robertson, Jyo Bridgewater and Paul Singer 
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Come April 18, for the very first time, 30 
representatives from the DAS Group will be 
participating in the sold out JP Morgan Corporate 
Challenge.  In its 10th and biggest year in 
Singapore, the challenge will see more than 400 
organisations and 16,000 employees, from CEOs to 
clerks, take part in this growing run. JP Morgan’s 
message of the challenge is clear – that it is not 
just fiscal fitness that is important in the corporate 
world; physical fitness is too. Participating 
companies use the race as a platform to promote 
fitness and well-being in the work place. 
  
When the idea of having a DAS team was first 
proposed, Co-Team Captains Senior Fundraising & 
Events Officer, Sean Lau and Publicity & 
Publications Officer Argus Tong hoped to attract a 
diverse group of staff with unique motivating 
factors. It turned out that interest exceeded 
expectations with 30 staff members signing up, 
ranging from Centre Managers, Psychologists, 
Educational Therapists, Lecturers and many more. 
The DAS team is grateful to the Senior 
Management for agreeing to sponsor the 
participants and their running shirts that will create 
awareness of dyslexia at the event. 
 
Co-Team Captain Sean Lau reflects, “I hope this is 
the first of many more office initiatives towards a 
healthier work environment. I think it’s an often 
overlooked yet powerful tool to increase 
productivity in the office”. 

Different participants have different motivating 
factors for their participation. Student & Academic 
Services Officer, Fong Wen Feng, wants to test his 
limits and win.  
 
Others like Educational Therapist, Sailatha 
Venkatram hopes to inspire herself. She says “As 
an Educational Therapist, I wish to take up this 
challenge to boost my self confidence and prove 
myself capable of participating in the 5.6 km walk 
& run. All through my teaching career, I've been 
encouraging my students to 'Fight On & Fly Up'. 
Here's an opportunity to put myself in their shoes & 
prove my motto, as this would be my maiden 
walkathon. I've always shyed away from a brisk 
walk in the gym and outside. I'd like to take this 
step to begin leading a healthy lifestyle, thereby 
enhancing my physical & mental fitness." 
  
To read about the other participants and their 
motivation for participating, please visit: 

www.das.org.sg/jprun 

We are ALL IN for the JP Morgan Corporate Challenge 
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T he Dr Jiajia T-shirt project is our way of 
helping to raise awareness of dyslexia in 
Singapore. Today Dr.Jiajia and BigBro have 

more than 30,000 friends (likes) in their Facebook 
and many are connected to our Facebook 
because they have had a good laugh watching 
the boys’ YouTube videos. As a result, many also 
have came forward to support the T-shirt project. 
 
We have made a one-time donation to DAS to 
cover part of the cost of printing the T-shirts. We 
have also bought four T-shirts for our family.  
Dr Jiajia and BigBro proudly wore them to the 
NDP preview and took some pictures with friends 
who recognised him at the location. 

We’re very happy to see friends sharing their 
pictures with us in Facebook when they received 
the T-shirt they ordered online. Everyone in the 
pictures with the T-shirt is always smiling brightly.  
 
We hope the T-shirt project will be a success. We 
hope more people will support the project.   
 
 

To purchase a T-shirt visit the DAS website at: 
 

www.das.org.sg/tshirt 
 

DAS would like to also thank Kaltech Engineering & 
Refrigeration Pte Ltd for sponsoring the T-shirts. 

 $25 
 Available Now! 

Stocks Limited 

Dr Jiajia “Kee Chiew” Tshirts  
www.das.org.sg/tshirt  

by Weng Foo Chua (Dr Jiajia’s Father or “Big Dad”) 
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Applause! 
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To be released on DVD  
MAY 2013 
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DAS was represented at the Taxi! Taxi! Gala Movie 
Premiere on 27 December 2012 at Golden Village 
Vivocity with more than 500 invited guests in 
attendance.  

This movie features 
one of our students 
Chua Jin Sen (Dr 
Jiajia) who plays the 
son of veteran taxi 
driver, Ah Tau 
(comedian Mark 
Lee) in the movie. 
He also shares 
significant screen 
time with Gurmit 
Singh.  

DAS was able to set 
up a table to raise 
awa rene s s  f o r 
dyslexia and to 
p r o m o t e  D A S 
m e r c h a n d i s e 

including Dr Jiajia t-shirts with proceeds benefiting 
the DAS organisation.  

The movie Taxi! Taxi! Is inspired by famed blogger 
Dr Cai Mingjie’s real life accounts as a taxi driver 
in his bestseller Diary of a Taxi Driver: True Stories 
from Singapore's Most Educated Cabdriver.  It 
follows the trials and tribulations of a retrenched 
microbiology scientist, Professor Chua, as he turns 
to taxi driving after several failed job attempts.  

Publicity officer June Ho, who represented DAS at 
the table, was encouraged by this opportunity. "We 
were invited to set up a booth at the Gala 
Premiere to sell our DAS merchandise and Dr 
JiaJia T-shirts. This was a good opportunity to 
leverage a large crowd to raise awareness about 
DAS and its efforts. Our Dr JiaJia T-Shirts and Pull 
up banners generated interest and some parents 
even stopped by to have a chat to find out more!" 

Fundraising & Events Officer Sarizan Ahmad 
(pictured above on left next to Argus Tong) echoed 
"It was an exciting experience to be able to meet 
so many fans of Jiajia from all walks of life, some 
of whom bought his T-shirt and other DAS 
merchandise."  

Trailer for Taxi! Taxi!: 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sbcxs_73ijo 

DAS 
Represented at 

TAXI TAXI  
Gala Movie 

Premiere 

By Argus Tong 
Publicity and  

Publications Officer 

Dr Jiajia and sisters Hello Kitty 
and Pall Pall at the Vivocity 
“TAXI TAXI“ movie  premiere 
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After going through six gruelling years of primary 
education, students in the mainstream will sit for 
the Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE). At 
the Primary 6 level, these students will feel the 
most stress and pressure as they go through the 
demands and rigours of extra homework and 
supplementary classes. Every Primary 6 student is 
expected to work very hard in preparation for the 

first major exam of 
their lives. However, 
unlike these students, 
children with dyslexia 
require more time to 
practise what they 
have learned. The 
challenges that they 
face with reading, 
writing and spelling 
mean that greater 
effort and sacrifice is 
required on their part.  
 
It was indeed a proud 
moment when these 
students did well in 
their PSLE (2012) and 
were promoted to 
secondary schools.  
 
Congratulations to 
Ruth Koh, John Cheng, 
Soh Eng Keong, Nur 
Ain, Choo Jun Wei and 
Tiong Si Han. They are 
students from the DAS 
Bedok Learning Centre 
who have successfully 
been promoted to 
secondary school this 
year. This group of 

students showed true grit and perseverance when 
they were preparing for the examinations. They 

worked extremely hard to achieve their aim.  
 
Nur Ain, spent many nights studying at a 
community club near her home even after 
spending long hours at school. Tiong Si Han, on 
the other hand, never failed to turn up for DAS 
class despite having private tutors coaching her 
three times a week. Soh Eng Keong too would not 
miss a lesson although it meant coming straight 
from supplementary class in school.  
 
Never one to waste 
any time, Ruth Koh 
would come for 
lessons with her own 
assessment book 
which she would 
practise on while 
waiting for the class 
to begin. Choo Jun 
Wei never refused 
any task presented to 
him and showed real 
determination in 
understanding them. 
John Cheng worked 
tirelessly at improving his skills in composition 
writing and progressed greatly in it. 
 
In spite of tight school schedules and being tired, 
all these students had made sacrifices and 
showed tenacity in achieving their success. Once 
again, congratulations children! I believe all of 
you are destined for more successes in future.  

 

Making Sacrifices to 
Achieve Success 

 
 

By Hani Zohra Muhamad 
Senior Educational Therapist 

Bedok Learning Centre 

John Cheng  

Soh Eng Keong with  
Hani Zohra Muhamad 

Ruth Koh 

Choo Jun Wei, Tiong Si Han, Nurhafizah, Nur Ain 

Applause 
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Perhaps many are aware that children with 
dyslexia struggle with the English language 
especially when it comes to reading, spelling and 
writing. In addition, these children tend to have 
difficulty with their Mother Tongue languages. It is 
no wonder many parents are inclined to request 
the exemption of Mother Tongue as an 
examination subject. This is to allow their children 
with dyslexia to concentrate on English, which is 
also the language used in other subjects such as 
Mathematics and Science. In fact, having to take a 
second language may cause added stress to 
these children as they are required to juggle the 
demands of both languages. 
 
Claudia Steiner, on the other hand, is unlike other 
children with dyslexia. She is a student who did 
not request to be exempted from Mother Tongue 
and hence, took the subject at the Primary School 
Leaving Examination (PSLE) last year. Having 
taught Claudia since she was in Primary 4, I had 

witnessed the effort that she put in her work during 
her lessons at the DAS. Ever so diligent and 
attentive in class, Claudia would attempt tasks 
presented to her with great focus. Nevertheless, 
this did not compromise her efforts in other 
subjects which Claudia’s mother, Mdm Christina 
Lim, shared with me. Indeed, Claudia would 
spend extra hours perfecting her skills at 
Mathematics, Science, Mother Tongue and Art. 
 
In November 2012, like many children who had 
sat for the PSLE, Claudia waited in anticipation for 
the results to be released. Finally, after months of 
hard work preparing for the first major exam of 
her life, Claudia reaped the rewards of her 
labours. Claudia had excelled in both languages 
scoring an ‘A’ in each!  
 
She also did well in her other subjects. The icing 
on the cake was she was offered a place in the 
School of the Arts (SOTA) – Claudia’s school of 
choice for her secondary education. A talented 
artist, drawing is a passion that Claudia has 
cultivated since she was young and in this school 
she will further hone her creative skills.  
 
Congratulations to Claudia! She has proven that 
having dyslexia does not make one handicapped 
in languages. In fact, with sheer determination 
and hard work, acquiring two languages is not 
insurmountable. What is even more commendable, 
Claudia comes from a predominantly English 
speaking family. However, this does not prevent 
her from learning and acquiring her Mother 
Tongue language successfully.  
 
In her journey, Claudia’s mother has played a 
major role supporting Claudia in ways that 
enhances her learning. I believe Claudia will 
continue to improve on her language skills as well 
as sharpen her artistic talent to achieve greater 
success in life.  
 
Claudia, I am proud of what you have 
accomplished thus far and wish you the very best 
in all your future endeavours. Dare to dream and 
reach for the stars! 

Success Story:  
Claudia Steiner 

 
By Hani Zohra Muhamad 

Senior Educational Therapist 
Bedok Learning Centre 

Applause 
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Remember Yang Zhaoyi from ‘Student Successes’ 
who was featured in the September 2012 edition of 
FACETS? Yes, he has done us proud again! 
Recently accepted into Singapore Polytechnic, he 
is currently pursuing a highly coveted course in 
Diploma in Aerospace Electronics. 
 

Great news that made my day   
Zhaoyi graduated from DAS in June 2011. I was 
elated when he contacted me recently to share the 
wonderful news of his ‘O’ level achievements and 
that he was embarking on a new chapter in his life
- in Singapore Polytechnic to pursue a Diploma in 
Aerospace Electronics. He garnered an aggregate 
score of 13 points. Most of all, I was impressed by 
the gratitude he expressed to the DAS teachers for 
the guidance he received during his journey here 
and indeed for remembering us!  
 

DAS Lessons 
I taught Zhaoyi from Primary 5 and later during his 
crucial secondary years, Secondary 2 to Secondary 
4. I recall Zhaoyi’s primary school days where he 
was always punctual and regular for DAS lessons. 
And along with his diligence, a warm smile beams 
his face, greeting teachers enthusiastically every 
time he sees them. Zhaoyi is armed with a positive 
mindset since he was very young and never failed 
to enliven my classroom with his laughter, smiles 
and playful antics with his classmates! 
 
 

Perseverance, Positivity and Parental 
support 
Zhaoyi never allowed his dyslexia to deter him and 
undeniably, he has shown us that it is no barrier to 
achieving success! During his lessons with me, 
Zhaoyi was meticulous in clarifying his doubts 
about his work, particularly right down to the 
simplest spelling words and attempts to read texts 
and understand them well. Even when tackling 
more advanced texts, Zhaoyi never forgot to apply 
his basics. Always attentive during lessons, he 
made the effort to take notes diligently to served 
as  reminders to himself. 
 
I was fortunate to work with Zhaoyi’s parents who 
were very supportive in his learning journey. Mrs 
Yang’s regular meet ups with me, particularly the 
Parent – Teacher Conferences helped paved the 
way for increased communication, understanding 
and enabled us to work towards supporting him 
better in the many stages of his learning journey. 
 

Words of Encouragement 
Zhaoyi, continue to believe in yourself and to 
pursue your aspirations. Learning is lifelong and 
twofold as it takes place with an open heart and 
mind. So continue learning without reservations 
and never be afraid of failure. For if you fail to try, 
you try to fail. We wish you the joy of success in all 
your future endeavours! All the very best!  
 

 

 
Journey to Success! 

Yang Zhaoyi 
 

 
 
 
 

By Karen Wong 
Senior Educational Therapist 

Bedok Learning Centre 

Applause 
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Ever since leaving DAS, I kept telling myself that my journey doesn't 
end there, not when my parents had spent so much money sending 
me for lessons at DAS itself. In school, I used the same methods taught 
by DAS, breaking the words into syllables and pronouncing them part 
by part. I also did the same for my spelling which I had the most 
trouble with in secondary school. I usually need to take more time than 
others to complete a school assignment.  However, I persisted on 
throughout with the methods learned at DAS especially during of my 
crucial ’O’ level year. I scored a C6 in English and A2 in both E-math 
and Combined Science of Physics and Chemistry.  Falling behind that 
was my Additional Maths which I scored a B3.  

I would like to thank all my teachers that have taught me throughout 
my journey in DAS.  

Especially a big Thank You to Teacher Karen from DAS Bedok who 
guided me in my last few years in DAS.  

Currently I am embarking on my first year in Singapore Polytechnic 
pursuing a Diploma in Aerospace Electronics. It's a dream course that I 
have always wanted to take up since I was young.  

After completing my polytechnic studies, I would like to have a career 
in the Aerospace industry such as being a pilot. Taking baby steps is 
better than not having any steps at all.  

I wish all students in DAS success in whatever you are aiming for! 

To all students that are currently in DAS  - I hope you will persevere 
on your life journey no matter  how tough it may be! Lastly, to end 
off, a favourite Quote of mine to all students in DAS: 

All dreams can come true, if we have the courage to believe in them! 

The journey to success wasn’t always easy for Zhaoyi as he relates 
here how hard he worked to be where he is today.... 

Applause 
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Silence, shrugs and “don’t know” were common 
responses when Zhi Kai started speech and 
language therapy in 2011.  In addition to 
dyslexia, he has significant language impairment.  
Children with language impairment typically 
struggle with acquiring various language 
milestones despite having normal intelligence 
and receiving regular mainstream education.   
 
Zhi Kai could hardly hold a conversation, both in 
English and Mandarin. There were frequent 
misunderstandings as he would mishear words 
that sound similar. For example, “coke” and 
“cook” sounded the same to him. He also 
mispronounced some words due to poor sound 
discrimination.   

Over the course of therapy, he works hard to 
improve on his listening comprehension skills, 
sound awareness and basic sentence structure.  
As he became more aware of his strengths and 
weaknesses, he also grew in confidence.  Zhi Kai 
shared that he used to dislike going to school. He 
had experienced years of bullying and had 
difficulties establishing friendships.  Fortunately, 
he receives much support and encouragement 
from his close-knit family.  Now, with better 
communication skills, he is more comfortable in 
approaching his classmates and school teachers.  
In fact, he has made two close friends whom he is 
able to share his thoughts with.    
 
In January this year, 
Zhi Kai received the 
Edusave  Good 
Progress award.  He 
has moved up his 
class ranking by at 
least ten positions 
last year.  We are 
thrilled at his 
progress and are 
glad that his hard 
work has paid off.   
 
Working with Zhi Kai 
has been a great 
pleasure. He is highly motivated to learn and 
comes for classes even when he is unwell. He will 
refuse break times, stating that he wants to use 
every bit of class time for learning.  He is mature 

Zhi Kai 
Makes 
Good 

Progress! 
 
 
 

By Joyce Tan 
Specialist Speech and 

Language Therapist 

Applause 
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for his age and despite the challenges he faced 
with communication and school work, he still 
maintains a positive outlook in life. With his 
diligence and positive attitude, we are confident 
that Zhi Kai will make his mark one day. 

Zhi Kai talks about his dream. 

Interview with Zhi Kai 

What do you like about speech and 
language therapy? 

I like how Ms. Joyce explains difficult words.  She 
will use gestures and different real life examples 
to help me understand the meaning of those 
words and how to use them. It is really helpful 
when she sometimes uses Mandarin to explain 
first as my English vocabulary is very weak. I am 
also much more comfortable to clarify my doubts 
during therapy as it is a one-to-one setting.  

What have you learnt in speech and 
language therapy? 

I have learnt that my pronunciation of some words 
is unclear because I can’t hear some sounds 
accurately. In therapy, I learn to identify and join 
the different sounds that form words. I also learnt 
that one way to improve my listening 
comprehension is to have an image or picture in 
my head as I listen to what people are saying 
since I tend to forget the words easily. 

How have you improved? 

I find it easier to communicate with my friends now 
as I am able to better understand what they are 
saying. It was really difficult for me to have friends 
in school as I don’t know how to talk to them. I 
don’t have the confidence to approach them too. 
Since last year, I made two close friends whom I 
can share my thoughts with. My classmates told 
me that they can better understand what I’m 
saying now. I no longer fear so much when I have 
to talk to others. 

Zhi Kai receiving his Edusave Good Progress Award  
from Mr Heng Swee Keat 

I have a dream. 

My dream is to set up my own business 
with my school buddies, Zahir and 

Brendan. My company’s name is BZ and 
we hope it will one day be as successful as 

Samsung. We want to create our own 
branding for all computer and electrical 

products. We look forward to the day when 
our products will be known and used 

globally. Meanwhile, I will study hard as I 
work towards my dream. 

Applause 



 44 

The slim little girl who would sit quietly while 
waiting for her class is the image that first comes 
to my mind when I think about Eleanor. Her petite 
frame certainly does not reflect her never-give-up 
attitude. 
 
Eleanor has come a long way from where she 
began. Her journey at DAS began at Primary 1. 
Then, her reading age and spelling age were 
both less than a 6 year olds. In that year, Eleanor 
was scoring 19% for English, 23% for Chinese and 
16% for Math in school. Her parents have 
described that Eleanor faced tremendous 
difficulties in her studies at Primary 1. This did not 
deter her from working harder. Her scores 
improved drastically and her English score at 
Primary 2 was 40%. To recognise her efforts, 
Yumin Primary awarded her the Best in Progress 
Award at P2 level. Her latest results last year 
showed that Eleanor has scored 41% for English 
as an overall grade, 55% for Chinese and 27% for 
Math. This has led her to receive her second Best 
in Progress Award in school at P4 level!  
 
Even as a person with weaker reading and 
spelling skills, Eleanor has developed the skills to 
decode and form an interest in reading. From her 
DAS educational therapist before me, Ms Aishah 
Said, till now, Eleanor has been regularly 
borrowing books from the centre. Her keenness 
towards reading is exemplary, as she has 
progressed from reading the Oxford Reading 

Tree (ORT) books of earlier levels to currently 
reading ORT books at level 10. Being an avid 
reader has both reinforced and improved her 
reading skills. 
 
According to her mother, Mdm Christine Ho,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other than in English, Eleanor displays a very 
good attitude of not giving up easily in Chinese 
too. During the mid-year parents-teacher 
conference last year, Mdm Ho spoke about 
Eleanor translating all the characters into Hanyu 
Pinyin in a class exercise in which they had to 
share ideas on what they have read. Her Chinese 
teacher was impressed with her effort in doing so. 
 
As of Term 1 this year, Eleanor is studying at our 
Tampines learning centre (TPN), which is closer to 

The little girl who 
won TWO Best in 
Progress Awards! 

Eleanor Peh 
Peixuan 

 
 
 
 

By Nur Alia Bte Salim 
Senior Educational Therapist 

Bedok Learning Centre  

“Before joining DAS, Eleanor could not 
even hold a normal conversation with 

people. When you spoke to her, she would 
just stare at you or repeat after you the 
last few words of what you said. After 
joining DAS, to my pleasure, she has 

picked up reading and conversational 
skills, and her spelling has improved 

tremendously. I would like to thank the 
effort of all the teachers who have made 

a difference in the life of Eleanor.” 

Applause 
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her home. Her educational therapist, Ms Julia 
said that Eleanor is settling well with her and the 
peers in her class. During breaks, Eleanor plays 
with them and is slowly opening up. She is also 
eager to share her thoughts and makes an effort 
to interact with her peers.  

According to Ms Julia, 

Having dyslexia and having been failing her 
subjects, it is encouraging to know that Eleanor 
has a positive outlook in life. She is always doing 
her best even for non-academic lessons like 
ballet. Eleanor is taking ballet lessons and is 
very keen on it. To add to that, Eleanor has also 
taken part in singing for the Best Achievement 
Award programme for the school.  

Eleanor is an example of someone who is 
positive in spite of the difficulties she faces in 
school. We share her story in the hope that it will 
be a motivating factor for other students with 
dyslexia. I wish Eleanor all the best and let’s 
strive towards passing English! And to all the 
students with dyslexia, Eleanor’s parents would 
like to tell you, 

“Continue to press on and don’t give up.   
The sky’s the limit!” 

“Eleanor is a conscientious student who 
takes her work seriously. Eleanor remains 
focused and attempts to spell her words 

repeatedly without any sign of frustration or 
“giving up” attitudes. She has shared that 

her school teacher had recently singled her 
out for her tireless efforts to try and work 

hard. Eleanor is encouraging and even 
reminds her peer that you, “..must try again 

and again and you can do it!” 

Speech and Language  
Therapy for Children 

Our Speech & Language Therapists provide 
speech assessment and therapy to help 
children develop their communication skills. 
Assessments can be completed on children 
from 2 ½ to 18 years. 

We have a total solution for your 
child’s educational needs

DAS International Services Ltd 
73 Bukit Timah Road 

#05-01 Rex House 
Singapore  229832 

info@dasint.org.sg  |   www.dasint.org.sg 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational  

www.dasint.org.sg    6336 2555 
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LIKE US ON  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents, you can now connect with other parents 

to share your experience and knowledge of 
raising a child with dyslexia.   

 
Join us on Facebook now. 

 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 
www.facebook.com/dysSG 

 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DAS as an Employer of Choice 

 
By Cheryl Denis—HR Officer 

 
Why join DAS? 
 
Potential for organisational growth: While  
DAS presently provides support for 2,400 
students, it is estimated that there are 23,000 
students from preschool to secondary school 
with dyslexia severe enough to warrant 
intervention. DAS is at the tip of the iceberg in 
terms of our potential client base. Additionally, 
there is increasing demand for our services in 
the region. 
 
We are not just about Dyslexia: DAS continues 
to increase its range of services for children with 
learning difficulties, including assessment 
services, pre-school programmes and 
educational therapy. There are ample 
opportunities for DAS staff to grow with the 
organisation and develop and specialise in their 
areas of interest. 
 
Career Development:  DAS believes in helping 
staff succeed and grow, through educational 
sponsorships, mentoring, and training. 
 
Meaningful Career: There are many 
opportunities for staff to make a difference to 
our clients and community. 
 
We are looking for dedicated and committed 
individuals; write to us if you are keen to be part 
of the team. A rewarding career awaits you at  
DAS!  
 
Career opportunities are available for the 
following : 
 

 Registered Psychologist,  
 Senior Accountant and  
 Chinese Language Teachers  
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Prahlad Jayarajan, has been enrolled in the DAS 
remediation programme for a little over two years 
now. Prahlad is 13 years old and like other 
children with specific language differences 
struggles to keep pace with the one-size-fits for all 
model of the mainstream education. Unfortunately, 
Prahlad experienced continuous failures in the 
upper primary level. While English is his first 
language and predominantly used at home, it 
became a subject he did not favour in school.  
Prahlad found the over-reliance on memory-related 
English activities very challenging.  The time-bound 
spelling tests and dictation, as well as extensive 
writing tasks in the form of open-ended essay 
writing were difficult to succeed at with little or no 
help provided and it made learning English 
difficult. 
 
However, mothers really do know best: Prahlad’s 
mum decided at this point to encourage him to 
pursue an education that would hopefully be less 
stressful for him and he was given some time to 
practice his other talents and passions such as 
painting, music, magic performance, and most of 

all his passion for Apple computers and app 
development.  
 
Prahlad’s parents then made the decision to home-
school him and at the same time enroll him at DAS. 
Fortunately, I was assigned as the educational 
therapist to him and realised that Prahlad was a 
boy full of talents. I identified his strengths and 
weaknesses and planned the lessons accordingly 
so that I could bridge the gap between him and 
the IGCSE First Language English curriculum that he 
follows through the home-school model.   
 
Mainstream education and special education 
programmes do not share the same enthusiasm. At 
first, I walked the extra mile with Prahlad to build 
his confidence and to help him understand that the 
failures he experienced in the past could be turned 
into success. For example, he was reluctant to write 

Prahlad and Samunn have a wonderful relationship, 
working here on the iPad app 

Prahlad Jayarajan 
Develops an iPad 

Application for DAS 
to Help Dyslexic 
People Achieve 

 
 
 
 

By Mohamed Samunn 
Educational Therapist 

Sengkang Learning Centre 

Cover Story 
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open-ended compositions. I knew about his passion 
for Apple computers and its founder the late Steve 
Jobs. I wanted him to take ownership of his writing 
so I got him to write reviews on Apple hardware 
and apps. Our class turned into a ‘flipped 
classroom’ model where he did his pre-writing 
tasks at home and came prepared to my class to 
write the composition. I use an iPad and a set of 
apps to work on this blended learning approach 
that combines face-to-face classroom sessions with 
mLearning that allows me to engage the child in 
learning at his own pace, anywhere and anytime 
outside the classroom.  It used to be herculean task 
for him to write 150 word open-ended writing 
assignment when he started with me. But now, he is 
able to write about 250-350 words with ease.         

At this juncture, Prahlad expressed his enthusiasm 
and willingness to develop an iOS application (an 
app for the iPad), and asked me to suggest him a 
theme so that he could work on. The idea of 
developing an iPad app to for the ELA card deck 
that we use at DAS triggered in my mind. I teach in 
two different centers on different days and I 
thought developing the card deck in the form of an 
iPad app can ease the burden of carrying the 
printed card deck with me. Since Prahlad is 
familiar with the ELA card deck and knows how it is 
used at the beginning of each lesson, he readily 
agreed to work on this project.  

Initially, we started working on the app making use 

of the time available to us before and after the 
DAS classes on a weekly basis. Later, when the 
app development warranted more time, we made 
use of our travelling time after classes on Tuesdays. 
The trip from Sengkang to Bedok in the MRT during 
the late hours of the day gave us an additional 
hour to work on the app. In addition, we planned 
many virtual sessions so that we can discuss every 
step of the development of the app.  

Prahlad is often a ‘big picture’ thinker and his 
‘outside the box’ point of view certainly helped 
both of us to design the awesome screen 
templates for this app. We are almost done with 
the app now and we hope to release it for in-house 
review shortly. Both of us would like to dedicate this 
app to DAS to help dyslexic people achieve.       

This teaching and learning experience has shown 
me that technology allows each of us to customise 
things to fit with our skills, styles, desires, and 
beliefs in such a way that it leaves our tasks less 
challenging and it makes us feel more successful. 
In the case of Prahlad, this is what exactly 
happened. The technology and the remediation 
programme offered by DAS catered to his 
individual needs and allowed him to experience 
success. I take this opportunity to thank all 
stakeholders, parents and DAS who helped me to 
help Prahlad to achieve our mission at DAS: 
‘Helping Dyslexic People Achieve’   

Prahlad ‘s iPad application  developed with the support of 
his teacher Samunn.  The app will be tested within DAS 

over the next few months 

I started my DAS classes primarily to improve my 
English comprehension. DAS adopts a very 
structured approach to teach various aspects of 
comprehension. This approach and the logical 
presentation of lessons appeal to me the most 
and helped me to improve my comprehension 
skills. 

Alongside the DAS English classes, my teacher 
Mr. Samunn recognized my strengths and passion 
for app development. He encouraged me to 
develop an iOS application for iPad as an aid to 
help the DAS teachers who teach children English 
through phonics. Together, we built an iPad app 
in which we took the traditionally used flashcard 
deck and turned it into a colourful, interactive 
app. I am learning programming in Objective-C 
and this is my first app. I am very thankful to DAS 
and my teacher Mr. Samunn for all the support 
and encouragement I received. 

Prahlad reflects... 
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To swim upstream is the habit of fishes. Similarly, 
13-year-old Prahlad Jayarajan has achieved 
success by adopting an innovative life path. 
 
His routine is different from that of a typical school 
boy of his age. He studies at home under the 
loving care of his mother and guidance of his 
father. 
 
Prahlad was diagnosed as being mildly dyslexic 
in 2010. His mother, Mrs. Kumudini Jayadevan 
who worked as a part-time lecturer, felt that 
success in life went beyond exam grades and 
decided to homeschool Prahlad. 
 
“More than the core curriculum, greater emphasis 
must be placed on values and areas  the child is 
passionate about. Children should enjoy the 
process of learning. It should not be forced on 
them”, said Mrs. Kumudini. 
 
When Kumudini decided to homeschool Prahlad 
after completing Grade 4 friends viewed this idea 
and even expressed their disapproval. In spite of 
differences of opinion from friends and  relatives, 
Mrs. Kumudini stood firm and pursued the chosen 
path. Her pillar of strength was her husband Mr. 
Jayarajan Balakrishnan, who gave his unstinting 
support to the idea. 
 
“Prahlad showed an ardent interest in computers 
and application development. He had a 
fascination for Apple and its founder Steve Jobs. 
To help develop his passion further, "I presented 
him with books on iOS application development 
and of Steve Jobs, and the required Apple 
products ranging from iPhone to iMac ”, said his 
father, Mr. Jayarajan with pride on his son’s 
achievements. 
 
After homeschooling him for a year and a half, 
Prahlad joined an international school at the age 
of 11. Though he performed well in Maths and  
Science, English became a challenge as mild 
dyslexic symptoms began to surface. The 

emphasis on memorising and the extensive 
writing made his mother decide to withdraw him 
from school and continue homeschooling. 
 
On the advice of a friend, they sought 
professional help, which revealed his minor 
learning disability. He was advised to go to 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) for 
remediation classes. Prahlad has been attending 
classes at  DAS for the last two years. DAS has 
assisted him greatly to overcome his learning 
difficulty in the language. Recognising his 
potential, his teacher Mr. Mohamed Samunn has 
been providing him with inputs to develop an 
Apple application that could be used by teachers 
and students at DAS. 
 
“My parents have played a vital role in identifying 
my latent talent in computers and application 
development and helped me to develop my 
potential. My aim is to further develop my skills 
and succeed in the field of my choice and 
passion”, said a determined Prahlad. 
 
On the same lines as Prahlad, Mrs. Kumudini is 
also homeschooling her 8 year old daughter, 
Medha Menon. 
 
Mr. Samunn attributes Prahlad’s success to his 
hard work and perseverance and the support of 
his parents. Most Indian parents are reluctant to 
seek professional help for their children 
diagnosed with dyslexia. If dyslexia is diagnosed 
in the early stages, the government and many 
institutions like DAS are more than willing to offer 
support and guidance. 
 
Tamil Murasu’s editor’s views on DAS 
DAS is an organisation to help Dyslexia students 
and its humble request is to the Indian parents, to 
make an effort and enquire more of its rewarding 
services. They are ever ready to extend their 
helping hand if a child is diagnosed at an earlier 
age. Do not hesitate!!! 

Prahlad’s story published in Tamil Murasu 
 

“Dyslexia can be overcome and  
success is achievable” 

 
Translated by: 

Mrs Kumudini Javadevan 
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In a recent local news article, our Prime Minister, 
Mr Lee Hsien Loong, admitted that it was the 
government’s lack of 20/20 foresight needed to 
keep up with the adequate infrastructure to cope 
with the population growth rate (Wong, 2013).  It 
was this news article that spurred me to write on 
this topic – ‘Is 20/20 good enough?’  So, does 
20/20 vision really mean ‘good vision’ or ‘good 
foresight’ in the context of the news article that PM 
Lee admitted? 

 

20/20 isn’t enough. 
 

To most people, good vision is the ability to see 
clearly and have 20/20 visual acuity.  Visual acuity 
of 20/20 is the normal ability to see small detail at 
a distance.  However, an individual would also 
need to use his or her eyes for extended periods 
of time without discomfort, to be able to analyse 
and make sense of the incoming information, and 
to respond to what is being seen.  Vision is more 
than seeing clearly and comfortably.  Individuals 
should also have: 
 

 Normal binocular vision: the ability to 
combine information from the right eye and 
left eye into one image.   

 

 Accommodation: The ability to change the 
focus of the eye so that objects at different 
distances can be seen clearly .  

 

 Ocular motility: The ability of the eyes to 
move smoothly through all planes of the 
visual field without blurring or loss of image. 

 

 Visual information processing skills: The 
ability to extract and select information from 
the environment, which involves using a 
group of visual cognitive skills, as well as, 
the ability to respond to the environment.  

Many people with dyslexia are 
referred for eye testing should they 
complain of difficulties with vision 
such as glare from the computer 
screen, words dancing on the 
page, difficulties in locating words 
and sentences on the board, and 
omitting letters and words when 
copying from the board. 
 
The optometrist and the occupational therapist 
share a common goal in improving visual 
functional performance and the quality of life for 
persons with visual deficits. However each 
professional’s work scope may be different.  
Occupational therapists generally use activities of 
daily living to optimise function, whereas 
optometrists address the affected function directly.  
Optometrists test and treat peripheral visual 
disorders such as accommodation, binocular 
vision and eye movements.  Occupational 
therapists may screen for these disorders but do 
not generally treat them, with the exception of 
some work with eye movements.   
 
So what is involved when you go to see a 
specialist for a vision check? 
 
Let’s clear the air....... 
 
There had been so much confusion over the roles 
of ophthalmologist, optometrist, and occupational 
therapist among parents and professionals when 
referring individuals with vision issues to the 
appropriate health care services.   
 
What does an ophthalmologist do? 
An ophthalmologist is a medical doctor who 
specialises in diseases of the eye and eye 

Is 20/20 

good 

enough? 
 
 

By Titus Lim 
Occupational Therapist 
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surgery.  The treatment approaches of this health 
care professional are mainly medication and 
surgery, while visual rehabilitation is not an 
emphasis in the ophthalmologist’s training. 

What is the role of an optometrist? 
An optometrist specialises in examining, 
diagnosing, treating and managing diseases and 
disorders of the visual system, the eye, related 
structures and diagnosis of related systemic 
conditions.  The primary health care provider 
evaluates the visual system that allows a 
diagnosis of visual conditions that can affect 
performance and the quality of life.  Visual 
rehabilitation, using prism, lenses, low vision 
devices, and vision therapy are taught in 
optometry. 

What does an occupational therapist specialise 
in? 
An occupational therapist (OT) is a professional 
who uses selected daily tasks such as self-care, 
school activities, and leisure pursuits to restore, 
reinforce, maintain, and enhance functional 
performance.  An OT is concerned with the impact 
of visual deficits on daily function and its effects on 
the quality of life.  The optometrist and the 
occupational therapist share a common goal in 
improving visual functional performance and the 
quality of life for persons with visual deficits, 
although each professional’s work scope may be 
different. An OT may screen and assess the visual 
information processing function, visual fields, 
accommodation, ocular motility, binocular 
vision, and even the vestibular system in some 
instances. 

Interesting research findings 

Research studies show that visual efficiency 
weaknesses and poor visual information 
processing  are common among children with 
learning difficulties. Visual perception has been 
considered to be an important correlate in 
reading achievement. 

Getting a grip on vision challenges 

Normal visual acuity, accommodation, binocular 
vision, and ocular motility are required for an 
individual to perform well in the classroom. 

Visual efficiency disorders and visual information 
processing disorders are some common visual 
challenges among children with specific learning 
differences, including persons with dyslexia.  

Visual efficiency disorders may involve 
accommodation, binocular vision, and ocular 
motility impairments.   

Visual information processing disorders may 
include many of the difficulties we observe in the 
dyslexic population: 

 left-right confusion, 
 confusion between likenesses and 

differences, 
 slowness in tasks performance,  
 difficulty with copying,  
 getting thoughts on paper,  
 poor recall of visually presented material, 
 ignoring details during visual tasks. 

The words that are highlighted in green are defined in the Glossary on page 56 
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Accommodative Disorders may be presented with 
difficulties such as: 
  

 Poor visual concentration on small objects 
or print at a close distance     

 Experience intermittent visual blurring when 
reading 

 
Binocular vision disorder may be presented with 
blurred vision, headaches, eyestrain, reading 
problems, fatigue and sleepiness, movement of 
the print, and avoidance of reading and other 
close work.  Binocular vision impairment occurs 
when the visual system fails to combine the 
information from the right and left eyes into one 
image.  This is caused by the malalignment of 
both eyes when viewing a different part of the 
environment that sends different information to the 
brain.  Diplopia is a hallmark symptom of this 
vision disorder. 

Ocular motility disorders refer to the abnormality 
of eye movements in fixation, saccades, and 
pursuits (Scheiman, 2002). These types of 
disorders are synonymous to eye movement 
disorders, tracking problems, and visual scanning 
problems.  Both clinicians and researchers 
supported the close relationship between eye 
movements and reading.  In fact, in the reading 
activity, the three important components of eye 
movements are saccades, fixations, and 
regressions.   
 
Research studies evidenced that poor readers 
had more fixations and regressions than normal 

readers.  Poor fixation and saccadic eye 
movements may affect a person’s ability to read 
quickly, comfortably, and with adequate 
comprehension.  Some of the observable 
symptoms of ocular motility disorders may include 
excessive head movements, frequent loss of 
place, skip lines when reading, poor attention 
span, slow copying, and poor drawing skills. 

An individual with visual information processing 
challenges may experience difficulty in extracting 
and selecting information from the environment 
(Scheiman, 2002).  Information selected from the 
environment is dependent on prior experience 
and development.  Meaning has to be attached 
to the visual stimuli.  The complex processes 
between visual processing and cognitive factors 
are then influenced by past experiences, 
motivation, and development. 
 
Visual information processing is subdivided into 
three components of visual spatial, visual analysis, 
and visual motor (Scheiman & Rouse, 1994).  Each 
of these components relates to specific skills an 
individual could perform.  Visual spatial skills are 
important for motor coordination, balance, and 
directional senses when reading and writing.  
These skills may include bilateral integration, 
laterality, and directionality. 
 
Visual analysis skills contribute to one’s ability to 
analyse and discriminate visually presented 
information, to determine the whole without 
seeing all of the parts, to identify more important 
features and ignore irrelevant details, and to use 
visual imagery to recall past visual information 
(Scheiman, 2002).  Visual analysis skills enable an 
individual to recognise letters, numbers, and 
eventually whole words.  Visual analysis skills are 
important for the development of math concepts.  
Visual analysis skills comprise of visual 
discrimination, visual figure ground, visual 
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closure, visual memory and visualisation. 

Visual motor skills refer to the integration of visual 
information processing skills with fine motor 
movement or commonly known as ‘eye-hand 
coordination’.  An example of eye-hand 
coordination skill is observed when a child 
catches a ball.  The child makes visual 
judgements in terms of speed and direction of the 
ball, and then translates the visual judgements 
into appropriate motor responses of his or her 
hands and body.  Visual motor skill is further 
subdivided into visual motor integration and fine 
motor coordination skill. 

Implication of Research Evidence 

Having a visual acuity of 20/20 does not 
necessarily imply good visual efficiency and visual 
information processing skills.  If a child has good 
visual acuity and eye health, but is performing 
poorly on school work,  further screenings and 
assessments are recommended to determine any 
underlying visual efficiency and visual information 
processing difficulty.  The optometrist may 
prescribe vision therapy, lenses, prisms, and 
visual aids for vision remediation, while the 
occupational therapist may provide ocular motor 
interventions to enhance ocular motility.  Last but 

not least, it is important to highlight that vision 
therapy and ocular motor interventions do not 
eradicate reading and writing disorders. 
However, such interventions may enhance the 
visual efficiency and visual information processing 
skills, and help the child to be more responsive to 
educational instruction . 
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Accommodation 
The ability to change the focus of the eye so that objects at different 
distances can be seen clearly. 

Bilateral integration 
Ability to be aware of and use both sides of the body separately and 
simultaneously 

Binocular vision 
The ability of the visual system to fuse or combine the information from 
the right eye and left eye into one image.  Binocular vision is also known 
as eye teaming. 

Diplopia Double vision 

Directionality 
Ability of the individual to interpret right and left directions in three 
separate components of external space 

Fine Motor Coordination Ability to manipulate small objects or a pencil or pen 

Fixation 
Ability of individual to fixate on a target with no observable movements of 
eyes for 10 seconds 

Laterality Ability to be internally aware of and identify right and left on one’s self 

Ocular motility 
The ability of the eyes to move smoothly through all planes of the visual 
field without blurring or loss of image. 

Pursuits Ability to accurately follow a moving object and enable its clear vision 

Regressions Refers to the right to left movement 

Saccades 
Fast eye movements to enable individuals to redirect their line of sight so 
that the point of interest stimulates the fovea 

Visual acuity 

Visual acuity is a measure of the resolving power of the eye.  Visual acuity 
of 20/20 is the normal ability to see small detail at a distance level.  The 
numerator indicates the testing distance at which the person recognises 
the stimulus, while the denominator refers to the distance the letter being 
viewed could be identified by a person with normal visual acuity. 

Visual Closure 
Ability to be aware of clues in visual stimulus that allow one to determine 
the final percept without the necessity of having all the details present 

Visual Discrimination 
Ability to be aware of the distinctive features of forms such as shape, 
orientation, size and colour 

Visual Figure-Ground 
Ability to attend to a specific feature while maintaining an awareness of 
the relationship of this feature to the background information 

Visual Information 
Processing Skills 

Refers to the ability to extract and select information from the environment 
which involves the using a group of visual cognitive skills. 

Visual Memory Ability to recognise and recall visually presented information 

Visual Motor Integration 
Ability to integrate visual information processing skills with fine motor 
movement 

Visualisation Ability to mentally manipulate a visual image 

Glossary for “Is 20/20 good enough?” 
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Dyslexia Association  
of Singapore 

www.das.org.sg 

Occupational Therapy 

Occupational Services  

 Occupational therapy assessments using
standardised and non-standardised tests 

 Individualised occupational therapy
interventions 

 Penmanship group therapy programme for
preschoolers 

 Penmanship group therapy programme for
school-age students 

 In-class OT support for students in DAS
Learning Centres 

 Conducts in-house training for staff &
parents 

 Consultations and recommendations

O ccupational therapy is a health profession 
that uses therapeutic purposeful activities 

or interventions to achieve the highest possible 
level of independence in occupations such as  
self-care, work, school, play, and leisure.  

Challenges which an Occupational 
Therapist may address: 

 Gross motor coordination
 Fine motor coordination
 Postural control
 Visual perception
 Eye-hand coordination
 Sensory processing
 Motor planning
 Self-regulation
 Penmanship
 Scissoring

Sources of Referral To Our Occupational 
Therapy Services 
 DAS learning centres
 Private learning centres
 Government and Private hospitals
 International & MOE Schools
 Voluntary welfare organisations (VWOs)
 Self-referral

6336 2555 
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Dyscalculia is like dyslexia as a word. It just 
means difficulty with calculation. The “calculus” 
part come from the Greek for pebble, because 
the Greeks often taught maths by placing 
pebbles on the sand. 

At present, though, it doesn’t seem to be 
recognised, respected or diagnosed like 
dyslexia. Very few students are recognised as 
dyscalculic (in the UK and Singapore – possibly 
Israel is an exception, where it is more widely 
recognised). Very few students are diagnosed 
with it, and I doubt if young people who find 
maths hard are respected in the way dyslexics 
are now in Singapore. If you find maths difficult, 
the current reasoning would say that it is because 
you haven’t tried hard enough, or not listened to 
the teacher, or you are not that good at 
reasoning. 

We should not forget that it has taken a long time 
for dyslexia to be widely recognized as a genuine 
learning difficulty. As an educational psychologist 
working in the UK, it wasn’t widely accepted until 

the late 1990’s. In Singapore understanding and 
recognition has steadily increased but many 
parents and some teachers have only become 
aware of it quite recently. 

Could dyscalculia be much more 
widely recognised than it is?  

There are different theories about what causes it. 
We haven’t yet reached the point in dyscalculia 
research that was reached in the 1990’s for 
dyslexia when it became almost undoubted that 
phonological processing difficulty was the most 
common cause. One theory is that dyscalculia 
stems from a “numerosity” weakness in the 
horizontal part of the intraparietal sulcus (hIPS) 

area of the brain.  
1. Left Angular Gyrus (AG) 

-  plays a role in the rapid retrieval of facts. 
2. Left Intraparietal Sulcus (IPS) 

-  plays a role in calculation. 
3. Right Intraparietal Sulcus (IPS) 
  -  activates during calculations and when we  

compare the differences between tow sets of  
objects and is shown to be less active in   
children with  learning differences 

Why isn’t 
Dyscalculia  

Like Dyslexia?  
By Dr Tim Bunn 

Senior Research Officer 
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Our maths skills are inevitably built upon this 
pre-language area, which we use to make 
quantity judgements. If you have a slow and less 
efficient hIPS you are likely to be dyscalculic. Prof. 
Butterworth, a renowned expert on dyscalculia 
and to some extent Prof. Dehaene, a 
mathematician and neuroscientist, argue this 
theory from their neuro-scientific work.  

Other researchers suggest a more multi-causal 
model. Prof. Geary, for example, says that there 
can be three subtypes, those who have difficulty 
remembering procedures (often because of verbal 
working memory weakness), a semantic memory 
subtype (who have difficulty retrieving number 
facts from long-term memory, and a visuo-spatial 
subtype who don’t find it easy to visualise number 
or quantity.  

There were similar issues in dyslexia research 
(and they have not entirely disappeared) so 
maybe we will find there is one single root cause 
for most dyscalculia. But maybe not. It certainly 
matters because we currently lack agreement 
about how to help children with “maths learning 
difficulty” (MLD, the most common name for the 
difficulty). 

DAS does recognise maths learning difficulty but 
we don’t expect a separate diagnosis. If a child 
has dyslexia, and needs help with maths, we look 
at how much difficulty the child has and if the child 
needs help we offer weekly classes in the DAS 
maths programme. This is because it is certainly 
true that if you are dyslexic you are more than 

averagely likely to have MLD as well.  

The coincidence suggests common causes. DAS 
has recently joined in the international effort to 
understand dyscalculia, through our own maths 
research programme. We are hoping this year to 
extend our understanding of the difficulties 
children in Singapore face with word problems. 
Singapore maths is famously well taught and also 
pretty hard!  

Singapore maths is famously well taught and also 
pretty hard, mainly because of the curriculum 
pace (children have to learn more at slightly 
earlier stages in Singapore) and because of the 
focus on problems, which usually involves dealing 
with quite complex words. So Singapore is an 
interesting place to study MLD.  

We hope to understand better why dyslexia and 
dyscalculia are different, because we can then do 
more to help students who struggle with maths. 
We also hope to understand how they are alike, 
because some of what we have learned in 
helping improve reading and writing can perhaps 
assist us in teaching maths.  

I would be very interested in hearing from parents 
about their children’s (or their own) experiences 
learning maths in Singapore. Do you think dyslexia 
and dyscalculia are more alike or more different?  

DAS MATH PROGRAMME 

The objective of DAS Math Programme is to 
provide effective support to dyslexic 
students who are in primary school who 
have persistent difficulties in understanding 
math concepts. 

The DAS Math Programme instructs over 
100 students (from Primary 1 to 6) five DAS 
centres (Bishan, Parkway Parade, 
Queenstown, Sengkang & Woodlands). 
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BE PREPARED 

Know the exam timetable yourself 
Get the dates right, make sure that you know 
what is being tested and when.  One subject may 
have more than one exam, especially language 
papers which can have three components of 
listening, writing and oral tests.  If you know the 
exam timetable, then this helps you to plan with 
them their study time and build in appropriate 
time and strategies for each exam. 

Have the timetable visible for all to see 
Put the timetable in places where everyone can 
see it; on the fridge, on the door to their 
bedroom, in your handbag.  This will ensure that 
everyone knows when the exams are and it is a 
reminder of the importance of this time for the 
entire household. 

Provide study resources 
Everyone studies differently. Maybe they would 
like to use revision cards, or coloured paper, 
highlighters, whiteboards or flip charts to stick 
onto the walls.  We need to assist them in 
whatever helps them to revise and feel like they 
are making headway in their studies. 

Ensure an unclutted study space 
Make sure that there is a good study space for 
them to work in.  Have a clear desktop and filing 
system to put their books and notes into, take 
away clutter and put it somewhere else.  Bring 
together all their text books and notes. 

Take away distractions 
Things in the room that can be too tempting, like 
the xbox and TV, need to be physically removed 
to help them stay focused.   

STUDY RULES 

Prepare a study timetable together 
Planning a study timetable can be difficult.  Help 
to design a schedule that will ensure that all the 
subjects are covered adequately. Identify their 
strengths and weaknesses and develop a plan to 
support them. 

Negotiate free time activities 
When your child needs to blow off steam you 
need to ensure that it isn’t something that will 
affect their study schedules the following day. Late 
nights should be avoided, they need to prioritise 
the importance of this period in their life. There 
will be plenty of time to party once the exams are 
over! 

Discuss alterations to the study plan 
All good plans will be altered due to unavoidable 
circumstances as well as time wasted due to 
procrastination, underestimation of the work that 
is required to cover a topic or they want to 
continue with a subject as they are in the ‘zone’. 
Whatever the reason an alternate plan needs to 
be discussed so that the time left will fit the job. 

Internet access 
It is very easy to be distracted by the internet, we 
rely on is so much for communication, 
entertainment and research that it becomes a 
crutch to everything we do.  The internet is a 
distraction! You can take control and switch off 
the internet at the powerpoint. 

Night study rules 
Lots of kids like to study at night, it can be quieter, 
however, this can turn them into ‘vampires’ 
waking up in the afternoon, this sleeping pattern 
will not help them once the exams start as most 
have an early morning start. 

EXAM FEVER!  
What parents can do to help their 

children through the exam experience. 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head – Publicity and Publications 
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STUDY BREAKS 

Watch the time 
A study session shouldn’t last for more than 45 
minutes, and depending on the subject this can 
be shorter or longer.  Reading intensively for 20 
minutes is long enough, each study session should 
consist of reading, reviewing and compiling of 
study notes.  It is your job to come in and let them 
know when breaks are needed, have a quick chat 
and get them onto their next task. 

Make sure they take breaks 
Sometimes they get into a study zone where they 
like to keep ploughing on into the subject, the 
problem with this is that they get tired later on 
and don’t study as effectively on other subjects, 
when this happens make sure they take a proper 
break to refresh.  Get them to take the dog for a 
walk, go for a swim/run/walk, or take them out of 
the house on an errand to the shops just to 
stimulate their body from sitting at the desk all 
day.  

Bring them snacks and drinks 
Shop for snacks and drink they like so they feel 
like they are being treated for good study 
sessions.  Have a nice lunch waiting for them 
when they break.  This will also encourage them 
to take breaks and allows you a chance to 
enquire how they are going with their study. 

Take them out of the house, go for lunch 
When they have that afternoon session off plan to 
do something so they don’t just sit around the 
house feeling like a prisoner.  This also gives you 
a chance to hear them talk about their study 
progress.  Take them out for lunch!! 

THE REST OF THE FAMILY 

Exams means everyone is part of the plan 
Everyone in the family commits to the study plan 
and agrees to its consequences.  Commitment to 
the study plan means that all agree to helping 
their brother/sister succeed in their exams.  This 
means no distractions, loud music or activities that 
interrupt the study atmosphere.  

Family outings mean everyone 
It is unfair to plan events when the child has 

exams and is unable to attend.  So visits to the 
movies, for example, should be done during study 
breaks.  Watching TV and favourite movies at 
home should also be regulated.  Record favourite 
shows and watch them when everyone can.   

Distractions to a minimum 
It is amazing how tempers can fray over the 
simplest of things around exam time.  Sometimes 
you many need to get siblings out of the house 
when things are getting out of control.  Weekends 
are the most difficult to manage if the study 
timetable includes weekends as well. 

REDUCE STRESS 

Using ‘extra time’ concessions in exams 
Show them how to use extra time and how to 
calculate it. An extra time allowance of 25% is 15 
minutes per hour.  What is the revised total time 
and how does this relate to how the take their 
exams?  Extra time is designed for them to read, 
plan and revise their answers. So, get them to 
practice this at home in mock exams. 

Staying calm 
You can help them to stay calm by ensuring they 
don’t feel alone in this process. Reassure them 
that you are concerned about their welfare more 
than the results and that you know they will try 
their best and will still love them if their results 
are not what they expect. 

Getting sleep 
Sleep is so important. Those late nights studying 
take their toll, and sleep debt, like a financial 
debt, is difficult to recover from. Be firm about 
them getting enough sleep and also ensure they 
have the correct sleep patterns leading up to the 
exams. 

Your children will achieve! 
Stay positive and keep smiling!
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CAREGIVER TRAINING GRANT (CTG) 
Caregiver Training Grant (CTG) is a subsidy / grant provided by Agency for Integrated Care (AIC) 

A $200 training subsidy per year can be received by a caregiver of each PNC (Person Needing Care).  
This is only available for pre-approved CTG training programmes.   

All CTG applications approval is determined by AIC and not by DAS Academy Ltd. 

Eligibility for the CTG: 

 Have a PNC (Person Needing Care) in care who is a Singapore Citizen or Singapore Permanent
Resident. 

 Be the main caregiver of the PNC; he/she could be a family member or foreign domestic worker

 Attend a training course that is pre-approved for the purpose of the grant.

 A 90% and above attendance is required in order to complete the workshop and receive the
Certificate of Attendance. 

 The $200 grant has to be utilised within the financial year (April – March). Any unutilised grant will
not be carried forward. 

 A maximum amount of $200 per year will be funded towards the training workshop. This is
subjected to a co-payment of $10 by each caregiver. 

 All application forms must be submitted to DAS Academy at least 2 weeks prior to the
commencement of the course. You will be notified by a training provider before the start of the 
course should you be selected. 

For more information about the CTG, please contact DAS Academy   

www.dasacademy.edu.sg    6336 2555 
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info@dasacademy.edu.sg   
www.dasacademy.edu.sg 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy  

DAS Academy Ltd 
73 Bukit Timah Road 

#05-01 Rex House 
Singapore 229832 CPE Registration No: 201003689Z    

Validity: 30 December 2012 - 29 December 2013 

Theory  
 Importance of study skills instruction 

for dyslexic learners 
 Understand how we learn 
 Self-management tips 
 Skills for taking tests and examinations  

Practical  
 Learn the structure of information 

paragraphs 
 Learn to select information for note-making 
 Practice in using visualization to 

remember information 
 Practice in making cue cards 

DAS Academy Workshop Series: 

Study Smart: Effective Study Skills for Your 
Child 

Saturday, 13 April 2013 
Time:  9:30am to 12:30pm 
Fee:  $85.60 or pay $10 with CTG* 

Learning Objectives 
Understand why dyslexic learners need direct 
grammar  instruction and gain skills on teaching 
learners to diagram sentences. Also gain an 
understanding of how grammar helps writing, 
reading comprehension. 

Recommended For 
Parents and caregivers with children between the 
ages of 11 to 16 (P5 to S4).  

Key Topics 

 

 
 
 

Lecturer - June Siew 

REGISTER NOW:   www.dasacademy.edu.sg    6336 2555  

* Pay only $10 with the Caregivers Training Grant (CTG), subject to the availability of funds in your CTG account. 
Please visit www.dasacademy.edu.sg for more information. 

June is currently the course leader and lecturer for the Master of Arts in Specific Learning Differences 
programme at the DAS Academy. June's research interest are in the areas of constructivist learning 
and dyslexia. June joined the DAS in 2004 with a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology) from the National 
University of Singapore, and is trained in the Orton-Gillingham approach at the DAS. She is a Fellow 
with the Register of Educational Therapists (Asia) and has been involved in training the Allied 
Educators from the Ministry of Education since 2005.  

She has over eight years of experience developing and conducting training courses and workshops 
for parents and educators, both locally and overseas. She has developed the Pre-school Essential 
Literacy Approach Curriculum and holds a Master of Arts in Specific Learning Differences (Distinction) 
from the London Metropolitan University.  

REGISTER NOW:   www.dasacademy.edu.sg     6336 2555 
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www.dasacademy.edu.sg 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy  

DAS Academy Ltd 
73 Bukit Timah Road 

#05-01 Rex House 
Singapore 229832 

 

CPE Registration No: 201003689Z    
Validity: 30 December 2012 - 29 December 2013 

 REGISTER NOW:  www.dasacademy.edu.sg 6336 2555 

DAS Academy Workshop Series: 

Supporting Your Child in Mathematics  
 

ARE NUMBERS A JUMBLE TO YOUR CHILD? 
Saturday, 20 April 2013 
Time:  9:30am to 12:30pm 
Fee:  $85.60 or pay only $10 with CTG* 

Join our workshop to  

Understand both the theoretical and practical implications of  Mathematics 
Understand the nature of Mathematics and how it affects students with dyslexia 
Help your child with practical strategies that can be applied in school & at home 
Understand the nature of dyscalculia 

Key Topics  

Recommended For  
Parents and caregivers  with children between the ages of 7 to 10 (P1 to P4) who struggle 
in learning Mathematics. The use of alternative strategies and activities will be explored 
and discussed during the workshop. 

Lecturer - Priscillia Shen 

Common Errors in Computation 
Number Sense & Knowledge 
Place Values 

Multiplication & Division 
Fractions & Time 
Word Problems 

Priscillia joined the DAS in 2005 with a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology) from the National 
University of Singapore and is trained in the Orton-Gillingham approach at the DAS. She is 
also a qualified trainer with the Advanced Certificate in Training and Assessment (ACTA) by 
the Singapore Workforce Skills Qualification (WSQ) and has been involved in training 
Allied Educators since 2010. Priscillia is a part of the team that is presently investigating the 
nature of the difficulties in learning Chinese, which lends itself to her MA Dissertation re-
search on the visual perceptual aspect of dyslexia in the Chinese Language as well as the 
development of the future Chinese remediation programme for dyslexic students.  

* Pay only $10 with the Caregivers Training Grant (CTG), subject to the availability of funds in your CTG  account. 
Please visit www.dasacademy.edu.sg for more information. Information is correct at time of print.  
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Easy to use tool to support students who struggle with reading and writing. 

info@dasacademy.edu.sg   
www.dasacademy.edu.sg 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy  

DAS Academy Ltd 
73 Bukit Timah Road 

#05-01 Rex House 
Singapore 229832 

 

CPE Registration No: 201003689Z    
Validity: 30 December 2012 - 29 December 2013 

Support Your Child with Assistive Technology Workshop Series: 

ClaroRead Plus 

Saturday, 27 April 2013 
Time:  9:30am to 12:30pm 
Fee:  $85.60 or pay $10 with CTG* 

Learning Objective 
Computer-assisted learning has been shown to motivate a 
student with dyslexia to succeed in tasks. Learn about 
ClaroRead Plus and how this tool can aid concentration 
and increase confidence for students struggling with 
their reading and writing skills.  

About ClaroRead Plus 
 Text-to-speech software that allows students with 

reading difficulties the opportunity to access print. 
 A simple toolbar that can read out loud any text on 

the website pages.  
 Built-in Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software 

to scan paper documents and convert them into the 
computer where they can be read aloud. 

 Other features include text prediction, homophone 
check and many other customizable options like text 
enlargement. 

Recommended For  
Educators and Parents with children between the ages of 
7 to 12 (P1 to P6). 

Adjunct Lecturer & Senior Educational Therapist - Jeanne Tan 

REGISTER NOW:   www.dasacademy.edu.sg    6336 2555 

Jeanne is a Senior Educational Therapist with DAS. She holds an honours degree in 
Industrial Design from the National University of Singapore and is currently 
completing her dissertation in Master of Arts Specific Learning Differences (SpLD).  
At present, Jeanne is involved in the coordination and implementation of assistive 
technology across DAS and  heads the training of teachers in the “DAS Classrooms-of-the-
future” project. Her research interests include teachers’ beliefs and ICT practices in the 
classroom. Jeanne has attended many international conferences on inclusive technologies 
and recently presented at the ICT for Language Learning Conference in Florence, 
November 2012. 

Upcoming 
Assistive Technology 

Workshops 
 4 May — Nessy Learning

Programme & Nessy Fingers 

 18 May — Clicker 6

 27 July — Workshark

 31 August — Numbershark

 26 October — Mindgenius

 Sign up now! 
www.dasacademy.edu.sg

(workshops tab) 

*Co-Pay only $10 with the Caregivers Training Grant (CTG), subject to the availability of funds in your CTG account. 
Please visit www.dasacademy.edu.sg for more information. 
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DAS Academy Workshop Series: 

Developing Your Child’s Comprehension Skills 
“Research has shown that when teachers provide instruction on specific strategies to monitor  

and repair comprehension, it improves children’s reading achievement.” (Carlisle & Rice, 2002) 

Saturday, 27 April 2013 
Time:  9:30am to 12:30pm 
Fee:  $85.60 or pay only  

$10 with CTG* 

Learning Objectives 
Understand the comprehension process 
and know the difficulties some children face 
when trying to comprehend what they have 
read. Learn and practice specific strategies 
to help your child overcome comprehension 
difficulties.   

Key Topics 
 Developing visual memory strategies to understand the text 
 Practising before, during and after reading strategies 
 Vocabulary development to tackle the text 
 Learning the use of frameworks to help dyslexic learners tackle comprehension texts 

Recommended For  
 Educators, Caregivers and Parents with children between the ages of 10 to 16 (P4 to S4). 
 This workshop includes several practical activities. 

Lecturer - Michelle-Lynn Yap 

REGISTER NOW:   www.dasacademy.edu.sg     6336 2555  

* Pay only $10 with the Caregivers Training Grant (CTG), subject to the availability of funds in your CTG account.
Please visit www.dasacademy.edu.sg for more information. Information is correct at time of print.  

An Associate Dean (Continuing Professional Development) at the DAS Academy, Michelle is a 
Fellow of the Register of Educational Therapists (Asia), who started her career with the DAS in 
2004.  She has over eight years of local and overseas experience in providing training for 
parents and educators in the field of Specific Learning Differences.  Having supported children 
with dyslexia as a Senior Educational Therapist, Michelle is also able to offer practical 
strategies in her course design and delivery. 

Her academic achievements include a Master of Arts in Specific Learning Differences – Merit 
and a Post Graduate Certificate in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education – Distinction, 
London Metropolitan University, UK; a Bachelor of Arts in Media Studies (Double), University of 
Queensland, Australia and a Diploma for Teachers and Trainers in Dyslexia Studies, Cambridge 
International Examinations, UK. 

 REGISTER NOW:   www.dasacademy.edu.sg  6336 2555 



68

Certificate Courses 

Dates:  

First Run 
6, 9, 13, 16 & 20 May 
6:30pm to 9:30pm 

Second Run 
2 & 3 December 
9:30am to 5:30pm 
4 December  
9:30am to 12:30pm 

Duration: 

Total of 15 hours 

Fee: 

$642 

$535 for DAS Parents 

Certificate in Dyscalculia and Numeracy Teaching 

Learning Objective 
The Certificate in Dyscalculia and Numeracy Teaching aims to 
enable parents and educators to understand and support learners 
who have difficulties in learning Mathematics, including those with 
dyslexia. 

Course Breakdown 
Session 1: Introduction to learning differences relating to  

Mathematics 
 Definitions and descriptions of dyscalculia  
 Dyslexia, dyspraxia and Maths 
 Nature of Maths  

Session 2: Understanding the Learner 
 Pre-requisite and support skills for learning Math  
 Individual differences and thinking styles  

Session 3: Identifying and Assessing Individual Needs 
 Standardised versus criterion-referenced tests 
 Error patterns and analysis 

Session 4: Supporting the Learner II 
 Levels of knowing Math 
 Language of Math 
 Using concrete/manipulative materials 
 Math Topics: Place value, 4 basic operations 

Session 5: Supporting the Learner II 
 Elements of a Math lesson 
 Use of games in teaching  
 Math Topics: Long multiplication & division, fractions, 
 decimals and percentages 
 Word Problems  

Method of Assessment 
A take-home assignment due 2 weeks after the last session of the 
course (optional). 

Qualification Awarded 
A Certificate of Attendance will be awarded to participants who 
have attended at least 80% of the certificate course. 
A Certificate of Dyscalculia and Numeracy Teaching will be award-
ed to participants who have attended at least 80% of the certificate 
course and passed the assessment. 

Recommended For 
Parents, teachers or professionals in a related field who wish to 
understand the problems their child with dyslexia, student or client 
faces in trying to learn. 



69

Certificate Courses 

Dates:  

First Run 
Thursday 6 June, 
Saturday 8 June, 
9:30am to 4:30pm 

Second Run 
Saturdays 
11, 18 January, 
9:30am to 4:30pm 

Duration: 

Total of 12 hours 

Fee: 

$535 
$428 for DAS Parents 

Certificate in Understanding Speech and Language Impairment 

Learning Objective 

The Certificate in Understanding Speech and Language 
Impairment aims to enable parents, teachers and teaching 
assistants an understanding of pupils with Speech and Language 
Impairment and their effects on learning. 

Key Topics 

 Assessment 
 Intervention 
 Behaviour and learning styles 
 Intervention 
 Case studies and individual targets 
 Lesson Planning—strategies for whole class teaching to 

accommodate the child with Speech and Language  
Impairment 

Method of Assessment 

A journal review. 

Qualification Awarded 

A Certificate of Attendance will be awarded to participants who 
have attended at least 80% of the certificate course. 
A Certificate of Understanding Speech and Language Impairment 
will be awarded to participants who have attended at least 80% of 
the certificate course and passed the assessment. 

Recommended For 

Parents, teachers or professionals in a related field who wish to 
understand the problems their child, student or client faces in trying 
to learn. 
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Workshops for Parents/Caregivers 

Support Your Child with Assistive Technology:  
Nessy Learning Programme & Nessy Fingers 

Dates  

Saturday, 18 May 2013 

Duration: 

Total of 3 hours 

Time:  

9:30am to 12:30pm 

Fee: 

$85.60 

Support Your Child with Assistive Technology: Clicker 6 

Learning Objective 
Computer-assisted learning has been shown to motivate a student with 
dyslexia to succeed in tasks. The software programme encourages the 
use of computers to aid the child's learning.  

Nessy Learning Programme, winner of the Education Resources 
Award 2010 in the special educational needs ICT category, is a 
phonics-based software that teaches and reinforces phonograms and 
spelling rules through animated fun activities. Writing and 
high-frequency words are also included Within the software, it also 
provides an extensive library of worksheets, flash cards and 
printable card games that can be used as reinforcement activities 
after the children have completed the games on the computer.  This 
program is suitable for both home and school use.  Nessy also comes 
with a teaching manual so parents who may not be familiar with the 
phonics components can still help their children at home. 

Nessy Fingers teaches touch typing and follows a structured sequence 
like Nessy Learning Programme. This is a good introduction to phonics 
as children learn the basics sounds while familiarising the placement 
of fingers on the keyboard. 

This workshop includes several hands-on activities on laptops provided 
and is recommended for parents and caregivers who wish to support 
their children's learning at home.  

Date:  

Saturday, 4 May 2013 

Duration: 

Total of 3 hours 

Time:  

9:30am to 12:30pm 

Fee: 
$85.60 

Learning Objectives 

Computer-assisted learning has been shown to motivate a student with 
dyslexia to succeed in tasks. The software programme 
encourages the use of computers to aid the child's learning.  

About Clicker 6 

As its name suggests, Clicker 6 is a program that encourages 
reading and writing with a click of the mouse.  This program is 
suitable for reluctant writers or children with language difficulties. A 
highly customizable teaching tool, Clicker 6 allows teachers to 
scaffold the writing process for the children.  Educators who lack the 
time to do so will be glad to know that they can tap on Clicker’s li-
brary of teaching materials and ready-made templates online. 

Recommended For 

This workshop includes several hands-on activities on laptops 
provided and is recommended for parents and caregivers of 
students with specific learning differences; teachers; allied 
educators; school counsellors; therapists who help students with specif-
ic learning differences. 
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Date:  

Saturday, 13 July 2013 

Duration: 

Total of 3 hours 

Time:  

9:30am to 12:30pm 

Fee: 

$85.60 

iRaise Digital Kids: Literacy Apps for iPad (For Primary School)  

Learning Objective 

Students today grow up immersed in a world of fast-paced 
technology. The iPad has changed the way our children access 
knowledge and undertake learning. This workshop will provide an 
overview of how the iPad and the available range of apps can 
support and compensate for the literacy needs of students in 
primary school.  

Key Topics 

A range of apps for literacy support will be demonstrated in the 
areas of:  

 Phonics 
 Reading 
 Sight words 
 Spelling 
 Writing and Story Telling 
 Organisation 

A comprehensive list of these apps will be shared at the end of the 
workshop, to help parents and caregivers in making informed 
decisions about these technologies and strategies to support their 
implementation in schools will also be examined.  

Recommended For 

Parents and caregivers with children aged 5 and above. This is not 
an introductory session to the iPad. Participants should have basic 
technical competence of operating or already own an iPad.  

Additional Requirements  

Participants are strongly encouraged to bring their own iPads. 
For participants who do not have an iPad to bring to the workshop, 
limited iPads will be available for sharing with other participants 
during the workshop.  

Workshops for Parents/Caregivers 
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Dates:  

First Run 
Saturday, 4 May 2013 & 
Saturday, 11 May 2013 

Second Run 
Saturday, 21 September 2013 & 
Saturday, 28 September 2013 

Duration: 

Two 3 hour sessions  
For a total of 6 hours 

Time:  

9:30am to 12:30pm 

Fee: 

$128.40 

Participants should have a  
general knowledge  

of phonics.  

Coping with Spelling 

Learning Objectives 

 Understand why dyslexic learners find spelling difficult 
 Understand the skills and knowledge needed to spell 

English words 
 Become aware of the underlying principles of spelling 

instruction 
 Become familiar with tools for multi-sensory spelling 

instruction 
 Gain skills in helping dyslexic learners spell phonetic words 
 Gain skills in teaching spelling of non-phonetic words 
 Become aware of other techniques and tools for building 

spelling skills 

Key Topics 

      Session 1: Theory 
 Why spelling is difficult for dyslexic learners 
 Difference between phonetic and non-phonetic words 
 Skills and knowledge needed to spell English words 
 Underlying principles of spelling instructions for dyslexic 

learners 

      Session 2: Practical 
 Strategies for spelling phonetic words 
 Learning the closed, open and magic ‘e’ syllables 
 Strategies for teaching the spelling of non-phonetic words 
 Practice in identifying phonetic and non-phonetic words 
 Practice in identifying closed, open and magic ‘e’ syllables 
 Other strategies for building spelling skills  

Recommended For 

Parents and caregivers with children between the ages of  7 to 12 
(P1 to P6).  

Participants must attend both sessions as content covered in 
session 1 will not be repeated in session 2, and both sessions are 
linked together.  

Participants should also have a general knowledge of phonics. 
Prior attendance at the Understanding Phonics Instruction 
workshop or its equivalent is preferred 

Workshops for Parents/Caregivers 
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Dates:  

First Run 
Saturday, 18 May 2013 

Second Run 
Saturday, 16 November 2013 

Duration: 

Total of 3 hours 

Time:  

9:30am to 12:30pm 

Fee: 

$85.60 

Strategies for Sensorimotor Challenges 

Learning Objectives 

Understand the development of sensory systems and motor 
systems from birth to teenage years 

Understand the functions of our sensory systems and motor 
systems 

 Increase awareness of sensorimotor challenges that 
school-age students with specific learning differences may 
face everyday 

Learn hands-on strategies to address sensorimotor 
challenges  

Key Topics 

 Development of the human sensory systems and motor 
 systems 

 Functions of sensory systems and motor systems 
 What is Sensory integration (SI)? 
 Dysfunctional patterns of SI 
 What is Sensory Processing (SP)? 
 Patterns of Sensory Processing 
 What are sensorimotor challenges? 
 How do sensory integration and sensory processing 

 difficulties, and sensorimotor challenges impact the lives of 
 students with learning differences? 

 Useful strategies to address SI and SP difficulties & 
 sensorimotor challenges 

Recommended For 

Parents and caregivers of students with specific learning 
differences; mainstream school students, teachers; allied educators; 
school counsellors; therapists who help students with specific 
earning differences. 

Workshops for Parents/Caregivers 
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Workshops for Parents/Caregivers 

Dates:  

First Run 
Saturday, 29 June 2013 

Second Run 
Saturday, 23 November 2013 

Duration: 

3 hours 

Time:  

9:30am to 12:30pm 

Fee: 

$85.60 

Strategies for Behaviour Management 

Learning Objective 

The workshop aims to help parents understand why their child 
exhibits unwanted behaviours and help them to learn coping strat-
egies  together with positive parenting skills to promote 
appropriate behaviour.  

Key Topics 

 Theories of child development in relation to behaviour 
 How learning differences can be associated with unwanted 
   behaviour 
 Share experiences in managing behaviour differences 
 Positive Reinforcement / self regulation 
 Anticipating difficult situations/ Adapting the environment 
 Problem Solving / Individual Behaviour programmes  

Recommended For 

Parents with children displaying challenging/ inappropriate 
behaviours. 

Preparing Your Child for English Language Paper 2 (Primary) 

Learning Objectives 

 Understand the components of the paper and the specific 
skills required 

 Learn strategies to support the child in various components 
 Be aware of general examination tips 

Key Topics 

 Understand the marking requirements of the paper 
 Learn the basic conventions of grammar that children need 

to master for handling the various components – 
 Word Order and Vocabulary Cloze 
 Learn step by step strategies for supporting pupils in 

various components—MCQ and Open Ended -  Vocabulary 
Cloze and Comprehension  

Recommended For 

Parents, caregivers and Allied Educators who work with children 
between the ages of 7 to 12 (Primary 1 – 6). 

Date:  

Saturday, 20 July 2013 

Duration: 

3 hours 

Time:  

9:30am to 12:30pm 

Fee: 

$85.60 
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Student Gallery 
Siew E Ian 
Ang Mo Kio Learning Centre 
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By Sherm P6 Jolin P6 JunWu P5 of Parkway Parade 

Celebrating Chinese New Year  
by Lauren Teo, Debbie Mok, Benjemyn Lin 

 From Parkway Parade  
Acrostic Poem - Gong Xi Fa Cai 

by Kok Si En Sharmaine P6 from Sengkang 
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Celebrating Chinese New Year  by 
1. Jill Quek Zi Xuan (Sec 1)

2. John Cheng (Sec 1)
3. Jie Ying (Sec 2)

Bedok Learning Centre 

Chinese New Year Letter by 
Chee Teck Lee Primary 6 

from Bishan Learning 
Centre  

1 

2 

3 

Student Gallery 
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Expressions by Lauren Teo (P6) —Parkway Parade 

Acrostic Poems—Gong Xi Fa Cai—Ethan Neo (P5) and Poh Jolie (P5) - Sengkang 
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Vanilla Cupcake Recipe (Procedural Text) - Kiara (P4), Riayan (P4) and Jack (P5) 

How do bees make honey? By Isaiah Phuah (P5)  
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Low Jing Hui (S1NT)  
Bishan Learning Centre.  

Kelly Kwok S3NA (14yrs old) 
— Bishan Learning Centre 

Student Gallery 

Poetry with  

‘ou’ and ‘ow’ 

and 

the long vowel ‘o’ 
words 
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Would you like to Fly? Yeow Rong (P5), 
Bishan Learning Centre.  

B and D’s New Bike 
Boaz Lai (P4) (Composition) and 

Darius Ng (P4) (Artwork) 
Queenstown Learning Centre 

Student Gallery 

Building by Lim Zi Jie  
Sec 1NT, 13 years old 
Bishan Learning Centre 
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My  Inner World: A Celebration of Dyslexic Minds is a 70-page collection of creativity, 
wit and brilliance of the children we work with. This special 21st anniversary publication 
celebrates the capacity that dyslexics are capable of and invites the reader to journey into 

their world.  Four chapters in the book feature a myriad of artwork, writing, expressions plus activities to 
keep the reader constantly engaged. My Inner World: A Celebration of Dyslexic Minds is available for 
purchase at $20 at all DAS learning centres and online at www.das.org.sg/book.  
 

100% of the proceeds go towards DAS to help children with dyslexia. 

 On Sale Now 

$20$20$20   
Available at all  

DAS Learning  

Centres 



DAS-OCBC GTIB Scholarship 
DAS, in collaboration with OCBC’s Global Trading & Investment Banking Group (OCBC GTIB) 
established a scholarship in 2013 for dyslexic students enrolled with DAS. 

The Scholarship can be used for any of DAS Association’s services, including Speech and 
Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Math Programme and the Chinese Remediation 
Programme. 

Eligibility 
Applicants must: 

 Be a Singapore citizen
 Be enrolled with DAS
 Have exceptional achievement in one or more of the following areas

— academics, arts, co-curricular activities, sports or volunteer work 

Important Dates 
Application Deadline: 30 April 2013 
Notification of shortlisted candidates: 15 May 2013 
Interview dates: 20 to 24 May 2013 
Scholarship presentation: 8 June 2013 

For more information, please visit  

www.das.org.sg/scholarship 

Terms & Conditions Apply 

Scholarship Value

maximum SGD$10,000

Can be used for any of DAS Association’s
services

Length of Scholarship 
2.5 years 

No Bond Required



Grab a copy now!
www.dasint.org.sg/services/at-resources.html 

Nessy Fingers is a powerful way to 
improve  spelling by developing 
your memory for movement. 

Age: 8+ years 

$45.00 for single user license  

Nessy Learning Programme  
enables all abili es to read,  
write and spell with confidence. 

Age: 5 – 15 years 

$225.00 for single user license 

Word Shark 4 combines the  
excitement of computer games 
with the serious task of learning  
to read and spell. 

Age: 5 – 15 years 

$128.00 for single user license  

Number Shark 4 teaches and  
reinforces numeracy using  
45 carefully designed games, 
with over 500 topics to choose 
from. 

Age: 5 – 16 years 

$108.00 for single user license 

MindGenius 4 is ideal for students 
of all ages in planning essays,  
projects and reports as well as 
organizing study notes and  
revising for exams. 

Age: Above 12 years 

$135.00 for single user license 

Clicker 6 is an award winning  
literacy tool that enables  
students of all abili es to  
significantly develop their r 
eading and wri ng skills. 

Age: Above 5 years 

$170.00 for single user license 

ClaroRead  is a text‐to‐speech  
so ware integrated closely with 
Microso  Word that supports  
individuals struggling with  
reading and wri ng. 

Age: Above 5 years 

$326.00 for single user license 

Global AutoCorrect is a discreet 
so ware tool that assists people 
with literacy difficul es by  
automa cally correc ng your 
spelling as you type. 

Age:  All Ages 

$119.00 for single user license 

All DAS Parents will receive a 5% discount (All prices are subject to change) 


