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Rex House T: 6336 2555
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DAS International
Services
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DAS SpLD
Assessment
Services

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01
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Welcome
This issue of FACETS is full of celebrations
from the Student Graduation and Awards
Ceremony and the end of year
performance of the Speech and Drama
Arts programme to the inaugural
Picnic@Istana, with President Halimah
Yacob, and the student events at
Gardens by the Bay and Marina Bay
Sands. There is always something fun
and wonderful happening at DAS.
Especially the magic that happens in our
classrooms, which you can read in the
Education Exchange section of this issue,
where hard work goes into supporting
our students who learn differently!
In this issue we are promoting the annual
Preschool Seminar and UNITE SpLD
Conference. Registration is open and
tickets are selling fast…
Don’t miss out on these events.
We have so much to share with you,
and this issue is bigger than ever!
We hope that it is informative and of
benefit to you in the support of children
who learn differently.

Deborah Hewes
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DAS Students meet the President!
By Deborah Hewes
Head of Publicity and Publications
President Halimah Yacob announced on the day
that she was making a push to make the grounds
more accessible for Singaporeans and that the
picnic that DAS was invited to would be the first of
many to come.

Thirty students from DAS were invited to the Istana
to participate in a picnic last November. The
children had afternoon tea on the lawn, they
painted and coloured in with the help of the School
of the Arts (SOTA) students and they also had the
chance to see the swans fed and listen to the story
of how the swans live in the Istana grounds. But
most importantly they had the chance to meet and
talk to Singapore’s first female President, Madam
Halimah Yacob.
6

Fun was had by all at this very special event and
we were very grateful and humble to be invited to
this event on the lovely Istana grounds, Thank you
Madam President!
DAS would like to thank the students from SOTA
who helped with the children's art activities. We
were so proud and excited to be part of this event,
and it will leave memories never to be forgotten..
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Mid-Autumn Festival
By Gopal Givanandam
Chua Chu Kang and Chinatown Point
Centre Manager
Parents and students had an exciting time together
as a Family. They started off by creating lanterns
which combined the styles of Rangoli and ecofriendly art.

A total of 30 DAS students and parents were
involved in this event.
10

The use of colours to create Rangoli an Indian art
on Acrylic was a unique and soothing experience
for them. Moreover, the kids had so much fun
crafting ‘Bees’ using recycled materials. The art
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session was guided by local artists Vijaya Mohan
and Dider Ng.
After an hour of art and craft session, all of them
were entertained to some mouth-watering snacks
and posted for pictures with their crafts.
Parents and students then continued with the most
awaited visit to the ‘’Flower Dome’’. All of them
were thrilled as they saw the dome decorated to
the Mid-Autumn theme. It was such great sight as
they witnessed pumpkins of different colours, sizes
and shapes.
Guides were specially deployed to take them on
a tour around the dome, which made it a
meaningful experience too. Kids and parents were
all so curious and had so much questions and the
guides patiently answered all questions.
Families had a great outing at the dome together
and they were also busy taking pictures for
memories. We would like to thank the Gardens by
the Bay and its volunteers for the wonderful
opportunity.
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A Behind-the-Scenes Tour
By Deborah Hewes
Head of Publicity and Publications

The event was organised by The American
Chamber of Commerce in Singapore (AmCham)
and the U.S. Embassy which encourages all
American organisations in Singapore and its
employees to build stronger ties with Singapore
through local community work.

Then the students were taking on a first-hand look
into the Wardrobe Department during a behind-thescenes “Heart of House” tour. MBS Team
Members shared stories about their careers with
the students and what it is like to work for a large
organisation like MBS, hoping to inspire young
students to come and work in the hospitality
industry and especially an integrated resort like
MBS!.
From the back of the house the students then went
to the top of the house and visited the SkyPark
where they had the chance to see the iconic
panoramic views of the Singapore Skyline.

The children participated in cupcake decoration
under the guidance of the MBS pastry team.
12
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Raising Funds for Bursaries
By Deborah Hewes
Head of Publicity and Publications

We have asked the author Dr William Wan to
personally autograph a limited number of
hardback copies of the book to be sold at $200
each. If you would like one of these books they
can be purchased from the DAS SHOP on our new
website at this link:
DAS is undertaking a fundraising opportunity to
raise much needed funds for low-income families
needing access to bursaries for the services
provided by DAS. A preview video of the book is
available on our Facebook page.
14

WWW.DAS.ORG.SG/SHOP
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By Deborah Hewes
Head of Publicity and Publications

There are many opportunities during the year where we would like to ask for your help. We plan to do a
number of videos to promote our services and specifically to raise awareness about leaning differences.
We are also approached by the media on many occasions and need families to be spokespersons for
DAS. Your experiences in working with us and your child’s progress at DAS is of interest to us as well as
the public. Your sharing helps to raise awareness of learning differences and helps to reduce negative
stigma held by the public.
If you are interested in helping us with these projects then please contact:

Deborah Hewes
Deborah.hewes@das.org.sg
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By Deborah Hewes
Head of Publicity and Publications
DAS SpLD Assessment Services can assess for:

In Singapore, it is estimated that about 23,000
preschool, primary and secondary students have
dyslexia severe enough to warrant intervention.
Over the last few years, DAS recognises that a
significant number of students have dyslexia and
co-occurring difficulties and a review of comorbid
rates suggest that about half of all learners with
dyslexia have co-occurring learning difficulties.
These learning difficulties include dyspraxia,
attention deficit disorder (ADD), attention deficit
hyperactive disorder (ADHD), obsessive
compulsive disorder (OCD) and Tourette’s
syndrome.











Dyslexia
Dyscalculia
Giftedness
Visual processing
School Readiness
Dysgraphia/Dyspraxia
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
Intellectual Disability (ID)
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD)

For more information about the SpLD Assessment
Services visit www.das.org.sg.

Above: Geetha Shantha Ram, Director of SpLD Assessments, English Language Literacy Programmes and Staff
Professional Development with some of the DAS Specialist Psychologists, (L to R) Natalia Lew, Tan Shi Jia & Winston Quek
18
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Journey of the Legends
By Pushpaa Arumugam
Assistant Director of Enrichment Programmes
The “Journey of Legends” production features
three plays from Indian, Malay, and Chinese
literature. The three selected plays are Ramayana,
Hang Tuah and The Monkey King. The reasons for
choosing this genre is to enable our students to
have an understanding of interdisciplinary
education, knowledge of multiculturalism, and to
have the experience of performing using a
prominent piece of literature.

When the SDA team started 2017, we took a
collective deep breath, and…once again took up
a huge challenge to stage three legendary plays...
We started working on the production in January
2017. The strong and dedicated SDA team
members worked diligently 10 months to create
this performance. I greatly value and appreciate
all that they have done to make this production
possible.
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Our dearest students have worked extremely hard,
displayed their hidden talents and potentials each
week, despite the challenges they face. Thank
you, students.
These plays hold a special place in my heart. We
believe that every student at DAS has the potential
to reach greater heights with consistent hard work
and immense effort like our 40 students on stage
today….. With that in mind, travel with the
legendary heroes on their journeys!
21

Narrators
Directed by
Muzdalifah Hamzah

This year is an amazing journey for me as an SDA teacher. I am truly blessed with the opportunity to work
with our students from two learning centers - Queenstown and Bishan. Their enthusiasm and high-spirit are
commendable. Every week these students work hard to memorise their lines and movements including our
younger students in Queenstown. Sometimes rehearsals can be very challenging, but they kept on going,
tirelessly. And in the process, they learned to be responsible for their roles and be supportive team players. I
am very proud of each one of them.
Muzdalifah Hamzah, Senior Educational Therapist, Sengkang Learning Centre

22
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It has been a humbling experience to have been a
part of the SDA year-end performance for the last
three years. The children have grown more skilled as
actors and actresses, and it is heartening to see them
tackle new plays with such gusto. Well done!
Corinne Ang,
Senior Educational Therapist
Sengkang Learning Centre

Pictured above: Members of the Core Team for the
Speech and Drama Arts Programme. (L to R) Corrine
Ang, Pushpa Arumugam, Muzdilifah Hamzah and Amrit
Kaur

It has been a very rewarding journey guiding the
students from Bishan. This play is very demanding
and requires the students to put their best foot
forward work together and portray their roles. I must
say the students are not giving any less and are
empowered every week to give their finest
performance. Every actor reflects on his/her
experiences and works on making it better. This has
allowed me to push their limits and stretch them
beyond their abilities. The forthcoming attitude is very
impressive and had made this journey extra special
for me.

Once again the time has come for this exciting
annual concert and it is amazing to see how time
flies. It seems like it was not long ago that I had the
opportunity to work with this current cast. Although
production processes are generally the same, each
production does bring its unique challenges and
experiences. One of the initial challenges was to retell
this epic play in a more condensed manner. The
original story has far more characters and subplots.
Given the duration of the allocated time for each
play, it was a bit of struggle to condense the play
without compromising the essence of the original
play. Like any epic stories, the cast had to familiarise
with the complex plot which is an important
backbone to any storytelling. Although the story is far
removed from contemporary setting and culturally
foreign to the cast, they approached the rehearsal
process with a very positive energy and openness. It is
this openness that made rehearsal moments,
endearing, enriching and enjoyable. It was a great
pleasure as always to embark on retelling this story
that although may seem distant in style but is still
relevant to show the values that embody courage and
loyalty.

Shobana Vikiraman,
Bishan Learning Centre
Director of the Monkey King

Amelia George,
Bishan Learning Centre
Play: Ramayana

I am extremely impressed by each and every student!
Their commitment and determination that they have
shown for the play are indeed commendable. Their
perseverance truly amazes me. Kudos to the children!
Amrit Kaur Gill,
Senior Educational Therapist
Bedok Learning Centre
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Ramayana
Written and Directed by
Amelia George

with him Rama’s wooden sandals to be placed on
the throne. This is to signify that Bharatha will
continue to rule Ayodhya on Rama’s behalf during
his absence.

But Bharatha, Rama’s stepbrother, is made to be
the new king of Ayodhya through the sinister plot
of Rama’s stepmother Kaikeyi. When Bharatha,
returns to Ayodhya, he is furious with his mother
and goes to the forest to look for Rama, to beg
him to come back and rule Ayodhya as the
rightful king. Rama, however, refuses the offer as
he feels it is his duty to follow his father’s order.
Bharatha leaves reluctantly, but he leaves taking
24

One day in the forest, Ravana an evil King, sends
a decoy to distract Rama so that he can kidnap
Sita, as he wanted to marry her before. Rama
soon discovers this plot and seeks the help of his
friend, the Monkey Warrior, Hanuman to help him
locate Sita’s whereabouts. Soon, Hanuman, Rama
and Lakshamana battle it out with Ravana and
soon Rama emerges as the victor. Once again
Rama and Sita are back together again. Rama,
Sita and Lakshamana return to Ayodhya.
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Hang Tuah…. Honour, Duty and Courage
Written and Directed by
Sheila Gregory
the ultimate sacrifice he had to execute are just
some oif the scenes our young actors will share
with you today.

.
While there are several versions of the legend out
there, the key events of Hang Tuah’s life and
conquests remain the same and those are what
we have chosen to focus on in our adaptation. His
growing up years, his talent in Silat (a Malay
martial art form), his courage to stand up for
those who cannot defend themselves from
tyranny, his rise to fame within the royal court and
26

“Honour, Duty and Courage,” remain values that
we still want to embrace and instill in our youth
but more than that, also the necessity for peaceful
resolutions and respect for all life. This is such a
necessary message especially in this time and
age that we live in now.
So sit back, relax and enjoy as the talented
children from the Bedok Learning Centre enthrall,
enlighten and entertain you with their adaptation
of the legend of Hang Tuah.
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Monkey King
Written by Pushpa Arumugames
Directd by Shobana Vikiraman
Elements for 500 years as a punishment. He later
summoned to accompany the Monk Tang on a
journey to India, to get the sacred scrolls, as to
atone for his sins.
It all began from a supernatural rock on top of the
Mountain of Flowers and Fruit. One day, the rock
suddenly burst, and out jumped a monkey. The
mischievous monkey had caused major chaos in the
Heavenly Kingdom. He even erased his own death
date! That makes him immortal.
After rebelling against heaven and being
imprisoned under a mountain for 500 years, Sun Wu
Kong was crushed underneath the Mountain of Five
28

Along the way, Monk Tang was assigned two more
disciples to follow him - Zhu Bajie & Sha Wujing.
Filled with humour and trickery, The Monkey King is
a lively performance that will bring the audience,
together with our heroes, Sun Wu Kong, Zhu Ba Jie,
Sha Wujing and Monk Tang in their quest of
discovering themselves.
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Keppel Charity Golf 2017
By Gerard Ong
Fundraising Officer

Dr Lam Pin Min, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Transport as the guest of
honour .

Keppel Club has been transforming lives of the
needy and will strive to continue this charitable
spirit of giving to the less fortunate as part of its
corporate social responsibility activities.

The Keppel Charity Golf Gala dinner raised a sum
of S$93,888 for DAS and we are appreciative of
their unwavering support and their strong belief in
our cause throughout the years.

DAS is fortunate to be one of the adopted
beneficiaries for the fifth year running since 2013.
The annual Keppel Charity Golf and Gala dinner
was held on October 15th, 2017 at the Keppel
Club, Keppel Ballroom.
32
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Dyslexia Awareness Exhibition at
By Deborah Hewes
Head of Publicity and Publications

The fourth exhibition was held at Bishan Library for
two weeks in November. Along with a poster
exhibition, DAS was given space to display its
publications and dyslexia information.
The exhibition was well received and we look
forward to setting up the exhibitions again at
libraries in 2018.
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Dyslexia Awareness Exhibition at
By Deborah Hewes
Head of Publicity and Publications
educational and inspirational and provided tips
for social workers and caregivers. The exhibition
was colourful, informative and educational. Our
library visitors were very appreciative of the
information provided by DAS.”

This library exhibition was the final one for 2017.
Along with a poster exhibition, DAS was given
space to display its publications and dyslexia
information.

DAS looks forward to working with Nanyang
Polytechnic in the future as well as other
Institutions of Higher Learning to spread
awareness of learning differences.

Representatives from NYP Library provided us with
wonderful feedback, “the 2-hour sharing was both

34
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Donating to DAS
DAS believes that no child should be left behind
because he or she cannot afford the cost of DAS
services.
Besides the main literacy programme, DAS also
offers support in Mathematics, Chinese, English
Exam Skills and Speech and Drama Arts.
Increasingly, DAS will provide support for dyslexics
who also suffer from other specific learning
differences such as attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), dyspraxia, dyscalculia and
non-verbal learning differences.

Donations received will go towards our increasing
operational expenses.
The 2.5 times tax deduction for qualifying
donations will be extended for another three
years from
1 Jan 2016 to 31 Dec 2018.
Cheque donations may be made out to "DAS"
and post to:
Dyslexia Association of Singapore
1 Jurong West Central 2
#05-01 Jurong Point
Singapore 648886
Kindly include your full name and NRIC/FIN to
facilitate with tax exemption.

48
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By Karen Wong
Senior Educational Therapist
Bedok Learning Centre

As his Educational Therapist, I am proud that
despite facing adversity in his studies, Wei Sheng
has done himself proud and having passed and
received his recent PSLE results.
Wei Sheng says of his award, 'I am excited and
joyful to receive this award. It's an achievement for
me!'
Well done Wei Sheng!
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By Karen Wong
Senior Educational Therapist
Bedok Learning Centre

I was most elated to learn they also graduated
from ITE with exceptional results through sheer
hard work and determination !
Our heartiest congratulations to Christabel and
Yuyang ! Well done !
As recent graduates from the school of Health
and Applied Sciences NITEC course in Opticianry,
Christabel was recently awarded ‘the most helpful
student’ award, while Yuyang was awarded ‘the
most courteous student‘ award.

50
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Above: (L to R) Lim Wei Qi Christabel with her
“Most Helpful Award” and Cheong Yu Yang with his
“Most Courteous Student Award”
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Renelle Ong Graduates

By Ronnie Ong and Karis Koh
Parents of Renelle Ong

We can still remember December 2011 like it was
yesterday. Like many parents who had an issue of
heart, we too had heavy hearts regarding our
daughters inability to read properly without clear
direction. We were anxious about her future .
52
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Imagine PSLE was just around the corner in less
10 months and honestly her inability to read was
about to cost her yearly primary school result.
Red marks were the common colour in her report
books. What concerned us and made us anxious
is that the school had only discovered and
agreed that she had and issue with learning very
late at the end of Primary 5.
Today, she has completed her ‘N’ levels. Which
is still difficult to imagine considering the lateness
of her diagnosis, but we were blessed with caring
teachers and staff at DAS. We would like to
especially thank ‘teacher’ Andy for his role and
influence on Renelle.
Parent– Teacher cooperation is important for a
child’s development and encouragement for them
to move forward. We were glad that Andy had
this exact same view as us from the beginning of
Renelle’s journey in DAS. When we first met him
he shared how working together was the best
way to ensure Renelle’s success in learning.
It has been a good and useful journey at DAS.
Thoughtful ways of encouragement and the style
of teaching has benefited Renelle. She was able
to apply DAS teaching techniques in her learning
journey in school. Especially the ‘method’ to
recognise words assisted her reading ability. This
was one of her main struggles and at the end of
the day, what really matters to us is that Renelle
improved in her ability to read which helps to
prepare her for the journey of life ahead.

Left: Renelle is receiving her graduation certificate from
Ms Denise Phua. Above: Renelle is pictured with her
parents, Karis Koh and Ronnie Ong. Below: Renelle is
with her older sisters Rebekah and Rachel.

Though attaining good school results has been
secondary to us, as we never really wanted to
bring extra pressure onto Renelle, she has still
achieved a good pass and at one occasion she
also received a ‘most improved’ award from her
secondary school. This recognition really
encouraged to sustain her efforts in studying. This
is what we want too as her parents.

Well done Teacher Andy
and staff of DAS
and
THANK YOU!
FACETS | VOL 4 | 2017 | www.das.org.sg
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Brave on!
By Mathana Subhas
Educational Therapist, Jurong Point Learning Centre

54
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Today, at the age of 28, I am still dancing. I have
braved many stages throughout my journey which
again picked up at the age of 17 when I joined a
dance troupe which performs for television. I
began to pick up and learn how to choreograph
and do stage formations as well as organise
props, costumes and makeup. I learnt how
important it was to put your heart and soul into
something where only then, it blossoms into a
beautiful piece. I was dancing contemporary,
fusion ballet, modern and Indian folk styles. But,
deep down, I yearned to learn the basics of
dancing. I knew if I had that foundation, any dance
form will be easy to learn.
Bharathanatyam is a major genre of Indian
classical dance that originated in Tamil Nadu. Its
theoretical foundations trace to the ancient Sanskrit
text by Bharata Muni and is the oldest classical
dance tradition of India. Bharatanatyam style is
prominent for its fixed upper torso, legs bent or
knees flexed out combined with spectacular
footwork, a sophisticated vocabulary of sign
language based on the combined gestures of
hands, eyes and face muscles.
As much explained about the dance form, it
requires much energy, stamina, agility and
commitment to pursue it. I decided to take the
plunge at 25 years old despite my roles as a full
time Educational Therapist and a part time Masters
student. I knew I had piling responsibilities, but I
always had the ability to multi task and was
determined to take on this challenge. My dance
teacher; Natya Archarya Mani Guru V.
Balakrishnan was extremely encouraging and he
took me in as his faithful student till today. I began
my phase as a classical dancer in Bharathaanjali
school of dance.
I always kept close contacts with teachers whom
have taught me. To my surprise, my polytechnic
lecturer now a freelance writer/editor, decided to
recommend me for a feature in The A-list SG; an
online guide to the arts and culture scene in
Singapore which is a publication by National Arts
Council supported by Ministry of Culture,
FACETS | VOL 4 | 2017 | www.das.org.sg

Community and Youth. I was interviewed and
featured in their newsletter and webpage. A few
days later, I received a call where I was selected
to be featured in their brand campaign as a brand
ambassador. The purpose of the campaign is to
inspire adults to pursue their artistic passions
alongside regular occupations. Alongside me, two
other amazing individuals were featured. It was a
nerve wrecking experience as I had never
modelled before! But, definitely, an episode not be
forgotten. The posters were then placed in MRT
stations, bus and MRT wraps and so on. A short
interview was also done and the video is being
played on the huge screens outside heartland
shopping malls.
Random people on the streets and on social
media have approached me and told me how
inspired they are by seeing my posters and
reading up on my story. The feeling is euphoric
mainly because I know I have created the spark in
someone to get up and start working on what they
love. There are many reasons to stop doing
something that you love, but find that one reason
to keep on going. With the love and continuous
support of my fiancé, I pursued on disregarding the
many hurdles I faced, bravely. Age is never a
barrier to start on a hobby/passion.
For me, it was dance. I found my calling because I
braved on and didn't let anything stop me. So will
you.
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co-founder of Pathlight School, you are very much
aware of the challenges faced by children with
special needs and their families. You have been a
strong advocate of change for Singapore’s
education landscape. The direction of DAS is very
much in line with your efforts.”

While the graduation ceremony marks the closing
chapter in their educational journey with DAS, it
also marks the beginning of their future journey to
discover the possibilities in their lives and the
whatever path they choose, DAS is sure that they
will look back at their time with DAS and be proud
of their achievements.

Ms Denise Phua presented the certificates to our
graduating students and in her speech she said, “I
have had the opportunity to meet children with

Mr Eric Lee, President of DAS, welcomed our guest
of honour, Mrs Denise Phua, Member of
Parliament, Mayor of Central Singapore District,
and Vice Chairman of Jalan Besar Town Council
and remarked of her support of children with
special needs, “As Chairperson of the Government
Parliamentary Committee for Education and
58
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various special educational needs on the ground
over the past decades. My interaction with these
children and their families has always been
memorable and inspiring. It is special when you
see families from all walks of life working as a
team with their children to overcome their learning
differences. It is even more special, when you see
them make achievements that they could proudly
celebrate as a family. It is therefore wonderful to
see so many families here as one this afternoon!
Today is such a special day of celebration. I would
like to once again congratulate all the graduates
and award winners, for achieving this learning
milestone. I truly hope that it will be a starting
point of a lifelong journey of courage, excellence
and success.”
Ms Phua was presented with an artwork called
“The Butterfly Effect” (pictured left) that was
created by DAS Students, XXXX Yun Yang,
Stephanie Penelope Ong and Yap XXXX with the
help of Educational Therapists, Mohamed Faisal
bin Mohamed.
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DAS Special Achievement

Goh Bing Heng
Jarrett
Pictured above: Jarrett receiving his SAA from Mr Vincent
Chen, DAS Honorary Treasurer and pictured right, How
Yee is receiving his from Mr Vincent Chen.

My journey in taekwondo started when I was
primary 2. I always learned new things when I
attended taekwondo trainings. As I am dyslexic,
thankfully, my parents enrolled me in the DAS
programme. I enjoyed classes at DAS and learned
a lot from my DAS teachers, which helped me
better understand my taekwondo coaches’
instructions.
Educational Therapist: Maheswaree d/o
Sandaran
Jarrett is a self-motivated learner who exhibits a
positive outlook and attitude in class. He actively
contributes to classroom discussions and always
ensures to complete assigned tasks. Apart from his
progress at DAS, Jarrett reads extensively for
enjoyment and participates enthusiastically in cocurricular activities such as taekwondo. His recent
achievements in taekwondo are commendable.

Well done Jarrett!
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Chui How Yee
I started my DAS journey when I was in Primary 2,
not knowing what to expect. Over the years in DAS,
I have learnt multiple skills and techniques that
have benefitted me in terms of academic and
character. I also learn not to give up a task no
matter how hard it seems to be. I’m glad to attend
lessons every week and thankful for the
opportunities given to me to succeed. Lastly, I
would like to thank my teacher in DAS, Miss
Camillia, for all the times spent patiently teaching
me and helping me to improve.
Educational Therapist: Camillia Churemi
Chui How Yee has always been passionate about
robotics. He has been a member of his school’s
robotics club since 2014. He became the President
of Robotics Club from 2016-2017. He has won
many awards for the school over the four years.
In 2016, he organised a Robotics workshop and
competition for students at Ban Wang Lung School
in Chiang Mai, Thailand. He also conducted
FACETS | VOL 4 | 2017 | www.das.org.sg

Robotics workshop for students from his alma
mater, Innova Primary School, in 2016.
How Yee has proven himself to be a responsible
and reliable leader. His unassuming and
gentlemanly disposition have made him well-liked
in school. He is able to lead and contribute to the
success of his team at various national Robotics
competitions. He is representing his school and
Singapore at the World RoboCup Junior 2017 in
Nagoya, Japan from 24 - 31 July.
How Yee’s undying passion and resilience have
contributed to his remarkable performance in the
field of Robotics and academic. Hence, I strongly
believe that he deserves the Special Achievement
Award this year.
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SES Achievement Awards 2017
Yue Jun Ming Jones

CHINESE WORD RECOGNITION
CHAMPS AWARD

PRESCHOOL PROLIFIC
READER AWARD

Chng Wei Cheng
Choo Kai Jing
Goh Teng Li
Hoo Fang Le
Ivan Ooi Hong Lue
Lai En Hao Issac
Lam Jun Jie Xavier
Lee Jia Le
Lim He Xi
Mok Min Hui
Nyeow Zhong Yi
Tan Dorothy
Tan Li Bin
Teo Yu Song Keith

Aliyah Binte Herwaman
Darius Ng Wee Siong
Jireh De-Qiang Dhillion
Lim Jia Xuan Abby
Ng Wen Kai
See Lan
Syeda Fasiha Shahab
Tan Hoong Kai Ferrdinand
Tan Ming Ren
Tan Ngan Kee

ENGLISH EXAM SKILLS
BEST PROGRESS AWARD
Cheng Hui Mein Felicia
Ho Junn Tzi Gordon
Ong Xian Kai David
Peng Run Xuan
Royston Wong Zheng Kai
Sherman Jeshurun
Sim Yong Han
Sng Hong Kai Edric
Tang Kai Xian Max
Tang Li Ying Chloe

SPEECH AND DRAMA ARTS
SHINING STAR AWARD
Aiden Lee Walker
Caius Soh
Jayme Chok Rui En
Mohammed Syakir Bin Fauzi
Ong Jia Jun
Peh Yong Zheng Aiden
Rachel Cher Rui Min
Sean Chua Jayandran
Sim Yi Kai Lukas
62

MATHS GOOD PROGRESS AWARD
Chang Woo Hieng Daryl
Chew Jia Ern Victoria
Goh Yong Kang
Kho Wei Lin Amy
Lee Li Hua Jermaine
Low Gabriel Isaac
Nurul Sofiyah Mohd Yusof
Tan Kah An

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY
GOOD PROGRESS AWARD
Aliff Ashraf Bin Hasrin
Chen Siguan Lewayne
Chia Rong En
Han Feng
Pah Fang Hui Felicia
Seow Rui Jie Branden
Su Chi Hong Dominic

SPECIALIST TUTORING
GOOD PROGRESS AWARD
Han Feng
Leong Qi Wei
Sim Ying Zhong Bryan
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There were 62 achievement awards for students from the various programmes of the
Specialised Education Services who have made outstanding improvements.
These awards were presented by Mr Kevin Kwek, DAS Honorary Secretary
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DAS Educational Therapist
of the Year Award 2017

This year, the MOE-aided DAS Literacy
Programme Educational Therapist of the Year
Award is being presented to two Educational
Therapists. These two ladies have been selected
to receive this prestigious award by their
colleagues who have recognised their caring,
enthusiastic and helpful nature.

The DAS Educational Therapist of the year was
presented to Hani Zohra Muhamad, Lead
Educational by DAS Patron, Mrs Goh Chok Tong.
And due to a clashing event the second
awardee, Lee Xin Ying
was unable to attend
the ceremony to receive
her certificate. Xin Ying
was attending another
life changing ceremony
on that day, her
wedding ceremony!
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Hani Zohra Muhamad is a Lead Educational
Therapist and an Educational Advisor (EA).
Hani joined the Dyslexia Association of
Singapore in 2006 and has over the years been
teaching and working with students with
dyslexia and other co-morbidities such as ADHD
and SLI.
As an EA, Hani contributes to the mentoring
and training of new educational therapists, as
well as supporting colleagues with challenging
students.
Hani holds a Masters Degree in Education
(Special Education) from Nanyang
Technological University (NIE-NTU), a Bachelor
of Science (Hons) in Management from
University of London (UOL) and a Cambridge
International Diploma for Teachers and Trainers
(Dyslexia). Hani is registered as a fellow of the
Register of Educational Therapist Asia (RETA).
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Lee Xin Ying has a double major in linguistics
and psychology as her “hardware” and an
innate desire to help as her “heartware”. She
hopes to help dyslexics shine.
Xin Ying subscribes strongly to the theory that
students learn when they actively engage the
world and make meaning out of their
experience.
As for her professional development she has a
Masters in Special Education and a
Professional Certificate in teaching Chinese.
Xin Ying feels that she has gained invaluable
experience from teaching dyslexics and she is
hoping to work towards a lecturing or
mentoring role in the near future.
Xin Ying hopes to pass her teaching experience
down to new teachers through sharing
resources that she has created as well as to
impart her teaching philosophies. Xin Ying is
registered as a member of the Register of
Educational Therapist Asia (RETA).
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I later found out I was dyslexic after my parents
brought me to KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital to seek consultation from Professor Ho
from the child development centre.
I felt lost and disappointed when I was diagnosed
with dyslexia. In the past, dyslexia was not as well
understood by others as now. I was misunderstood
as being lazy and unmotivated. It took me a lot
more effort to complete what others achieved
easily. I would get mentally and physically drained
at the end of each day in school.
I was later enrolled in DAS when I was in Primary 1
and attended lessons there till I was Primary 6. I
was at DAS Queenstown Centre, where I attended
lessons for 2 hours a week under the guidance of
Ms Elizabeth Monteiro. After my time at DAS, I
found it easier to read and most importantly,
others were able to understand me better.
I was lucky to have peers who were in a similar
situation as me in primary school. The school and
teachers of ACS Primary provided a lot of support
for students with learning difficulties. Their
encouragement enabled us to learn and try new
things with confidence.

Tan Wei Shan presenting at the DAS Student Graduation

As I got older, my family and teachers encouraged
me to venture into different areas to find a field of
interest. I took up Asian Culinary in ITE and has
never looked back since. I worked really hard in
ITE and was able to move on to pursue my
Diploma in Restaurant and Culinary Operations in
Republic Polytechnic.

Despite all the difficulties I faced in studying, I
managed to find activities that I enjoyed in school.
I started trying out different sports like soccer,
basketball, canoeing and dragon boat. I fell in
love with canoeing in secondary school and
paddled competitively for 8 years.
I was obese and lacking in fitness when I first
started this sport, it took me longer than others to
be competition ready and it took me even longer
to clinch a gold medal in a C2 1000M Race. I was
glad that I was able to set a goal for myself and
not give up no matter how rough the journey got.
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I was fortunate to be recognised for my hard work
and was awarded with the following
achievements; Battle of the Chef Penang Gold/
Silver 2016, The Neighbourhood Chef (MediaCorp
Channel 8 Programme) Champion 2015,
Singapore Top Young Chef Competition Best
Dessert Award 2015, Les Amis Group LAwards
Culinary Competition 2015 1st Runner up 2015,
Sports Man Of The Year (Republic Poly) 2015, Four
Seasons Book Prize 2014, Award of Certificate Of
Merit ITE 2014, Master of Ceremonies of ITE
College West 2013.
Throughout my journey I am truly blessed to have
supportive family members who embraced my
negative points and picked me up when I was
down. I am deeply blessed and thankful towards
them, I would not be able to be where I am
without all their love, support and encouragement.
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I am also grateful towards my teachers, mentors,
chefs and friends that I have met along the way. I
believe that everything happens for a reason, be it
a bad or good experience, there is much to learn
from it.
To all students of DAS or children diagnosed with
dyslexia, I urge you to never ever feel like you are
inferior to the rest. You may find it tough now but
with a positive attitude and hard work, you will be
able to find an area of interest where you will be
able to excel in!

Chef Tan Wei Shan presents DAS with a cheque for $800,
from a fundraiser he did on 22 September 2017
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Chef Tan Wei Shan received his Young Achiever Award from Mr Kaka Singh, Asst Honorary Treasurer of DAS

FACETS | VOL 4 | 2017 | www.das.org.sg

79

by Miranda Chng
Senior Educational Therapist
DAS Queenstown Learning Centre
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According to his teacher, Benjamin treated his
schoolmates with respect and kindness. He was
mindful of his speech or actions towards anyone
because he did not wish to hurt the feelings of
others. He got along well with others because of
his gentle and modest behaviour. Benjamin was
also concerned and caring towards his friends
and he enjoyed being with children and
appreciated their youthfulness and openmindedness.
Benjamin achieved EDUSAVE Certificate of
Academic Achievement from 2012-2013 and
EDUSAVE Award for Achievement, Good
Leadership and Service from 2013-2014.
He was very active in the ACS Drama Club. He
performed in two school productions – “Flight
2010” and “Things My Father Said”. For two years
in a row (2010 and 2011), he received ACS
Honours Awards (Merit). He was in the team which
performed in the Singapore Youth Festival (SYF)
(Silver), and Odyssey of the Mind 2011 (Fourth in
Division). In 2014, he received the Distinction
Award during the school’s Honours Day for his
contributions.

conducted for MINDS’ students in preparation for
performance at St. Theresa’s Old Folks Home and
Chinese Opera Performance with MINDS’ students
at St. Theresa’s Old Folks Home.

However, what also made Benjamin worthy of the
Young Achiever Award was that Benjamin made
volunteerism a part of his life from a very young
age.

Benjamin’s exemplary commitment and
contribution to the community plus his excellent
character and perseverance earns him the well
deserved Young Achiever Award.

Benjamin Yap receiving his Award from Mr Kaka Singh,
Asst Honorary Treasurer of DAS

Benjamin started volunteering with The Children’s
Charities Association of Singapore (CCA) since
2004 when he was just 7 years old. Under the
guidance of his mother, Benjamin and sibling set
up a game stall, encouraged people to
participate and donated all proceeds raised to
CCA. For his untiring efforts and support towards
the Christmas Fair project to help raise funds for
the less privileged children, CCA was grateful.
Another charity that Benjamin volunteered in was
the Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of
Singapore (MINDS). He helped out in four projects
in 2015, namely, Batik Art and Umbrella Art. The
other two were Chinese Opera Workshop
FACETS | VOL 4 | 2017 | www.das.org.sg
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Benjamin Yap presenting at the DAS Student Graduation and Awards Ceremony.
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About Success & Failure
By Sylvia Foo
Senior Lecturer, DAS Academy

miserably. They were slaughtered
but their resistance managed to
buy precious time for Princess
Leia to hide the plans of the
Death Star and a holographic
recording in R2-D2, the droid.

Won over by this genre of movie, I waited with
bated breath for the next two installments in the
then Star Wars trilogy. I was aghast when Darth
Vader revealed he was Luke Skywalker’s daddy
turned bad and like everyone else, I cheered
when the bad daddy overcame the dark side in
him to destroy the evil Emperor and rescue Luke.
Many years have passed and the initial Star
Wars trilogy has expanded to include prequels
and sequels to the delight or dismay of hardcore
fans. Nevertheless, it is the original movie that is
the inspiration for my present article because it
left such an impression when I was a teenager
who was struggling with puberty and self-doubt.

On route to the planet Alderaan, Obi-wan Kenobi
teaches Luke Skywalker how
to use the lightsaber, the
galactic version of a sword.
Luke is mocked by Han Solo
for his clumsy attempts at
swordplay. Han Solo is also
highly skeptical about the
power of the Force. Obi-wan
Kenobi encourages Luke to persevere and he
manages to learn to wield the lightsaber
effectively even with his eyes covered by the visor
of a helmet.

At the beginning of the movie, the ship
transporting rebel alliance leader, Princess Leia,
is captured by a much larger Imperial ship. As
the rebel fighters prepare to defend the princess
against capture by the superior imperial solders,
you can almost sense that they are going to fail
86
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On the Death Star, Luke,
Han set and Chewbacca
set out to rescue
Princess Leia while Obiwan Kenobi goes to
disable the tractor
beam so that the
Millennium Falcon can
escape. Both tasks are
accomplished and the motley band manages to
get away from the Death Star in the Millennium
Falcon to the rebel base on the planet Yavin.

It is interesting to note
that George Lucas, the
director and writer of
Star Wars faced
challenges in 1973
when trying to find a
Hollywood studio to
fund the writing and
production of his initial
storyline. He approached
several Hollywood studios but they rejected his
project because they found the storyline
unconventional. It seemed to be in the science
fiction genre but it also had elements of fantasy
and adventure. Eventually Lucas managed to get
the head of 20th Century Fox to support the
writing and production of the film. The rest is
history. According to the Guinness World Records,
Star Wars remains the third-highest-grossing
movie of all times.

However, the escape from the Death Star has its
price. Obi-wan allowed himself to be killed by
Darth Vader to ensure the rest could get away.

In the final battle, the rebel alliance wages a
desperate attempt to destroy the Death Star. They
have to make an assault to knock out the main
reactor of the powerful space station before it
obliterates the planet Yavin. The rebel assault
squadron consists of a small force of x-wing
fighters, one of which is piloted by Luke
Skywalker. It is Luke who
eventually fires the proton
torpedo that triggers the
destruction of the Death
Star. If we look at Luke’s
profile, he is very far from
being the professional
battle-scarred pilot. He is a
young farmhand and
relatively new to fighting in
the galactic civil war.
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A person with dyslexia is
different in the way he or
she learns but that
difference can be positive
too and lead to much
success. Maybe among
our many learners with
dyslexia is an original and
creative thinker who will
one day produce a
worldwide phenomenon to
top the success of Star Wars.
I look forward to that.
References:
Box Office Mojo. “All Time Box Office: Domestic
Grosses – Adjusted for Ticket Price Inflation”.
Clarke Gerald, “Star Wars: The Year’s Best Movie’’.
Time. New York City, NY: Time Inc.
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Exploring Science
By Kavitha Tiruchelvam,
Senior Educational Therapist,
DAS Woodlands Learning Centre

However, revisions do not necessarily have to stir
up such emotions anymore. At the Dyslexia
Association of Singapore (DAS), our mission is to
help our students achieve and to build their selfconfidence.
DAS is extremely delighted to launch our Science
Explorers Short-Term Programme in 2018, for both
Primary 3 and 4 students. Through the inquirybased learning (IBL) approach, students will get to
explore, discover, investigate, evaluate and
elaborate on Science as an experiential learning
in their daily lives, society and the environment.

Unlike a narrative text, a Science text is an
example of an expository prose, which includes
different text structures and vocabulary (Gajria et
al., 2007). This becomes a huge struggle for
students with learning difficulties to read and
comprehend it, as they do not have enough prior
knowledge, unable to derive inferences and to
implement meta-cognitive strategies during the
reading process (Baumann, 1984; Dexter &
Hughes, 2011; Snider, 1989). They also have issues
in identifying main ideas and describing details
from the text too (Kim, Vaughn, Wanzek, & Wei,
2004). Therefore, having difficulty with the
specialised vocabulary used in the Science text,
problems in trying to recall facts and formula,
issues with sequencing information in the
respective order are some of the key challenges
faced by our students with dyslexia when learning
Science in the mainstream schools.
Moreover, these challenges occur, as dyslexia is a
specific learning disability that is neurobiological
in origin and thus, a deficit in the phonological
component of language is often unexpected in
relation to other cognitive abilities and the
provision of effective classroom instruction (Lyon,
Shaywitz, & Shaywitz, 2003, p.2).
The Ministry of Education in Singapore has
introduced major curricular revisions in the
Singapore Science Curriculum. In addition, the
Science teachers from the mainstream schools
have been widely encouraged to use the inquirybased instruction in their Science classrooms. Koh
& Lee (2007) suggests that many of the Science
teachers believe that the inquiry-based instruction
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is an unrealistic option due to limitations in their
curriculum, lesson planning, teaching and
assessment competency. Hence, a lecture-style of
teaching with lack of open-ended questions is
usually the preferred approach in a typical Science
classroom.
As an educational therapist who teaches Science at
the DAS, it is certainly a great responsibility and
challenge to pave the pathway for student
engagement with the aim of creating meaningful
lessons, to develop their knowledge and skills that
they need to function in today’s world. How can
we provide opportunities for students to move
beyond being passive recipients of knowledge to
becoming their own builders of knowledge who are
capable of innovative and creative solutions to real
-world problems? How will they learn to adopt a
scientific attitude? How do we instill the knowledge
and conceptual understanding of Science in our
students?
Therefore, the pedagogical approach of inquirybased learning has been the key to these
questions, which has led to 11 Science Explorers’
Workshops conducted for our Primary 2-6 students
in 2017 at the DAS! It was indeed a great learning
experience from conducting Science experiments to
group presentations on their research findings from
the iPads during the workshops. We were glad to
receive enquiries from parents such as, “when is
the next Science Explorers’ Workshop?”, “are there
any recent developments for Science at the DAS?”
and “will Science be an upcoming programme at
the DAS?” The parents were also happy that their

children could bring home their
Science experiments to share
their experience with them.
Inquiry-based learning
in our upcoming
Science Explorers
Short-Term Programme
supports our students to
become thoughtful, motivated,
collaborative and innovative
learners capable of
engaging in their own
inquiries and thriving
in a world of constant
change as well as
helping them with the
Science literacy, understanding of the science
processes and vocabulary knowledge (Lindberg,
1990). As such, the Science lesson will be focused
on student-centred learning. The educational
therapist will be the facilitator who will be
responsive to the students’ learning needs and
knows when and how to introduce students to ideas
that will move them forward in their inquiry with
multi-sensory activities, to be structured and
organised, have inbuilt reinforcements and also the
application of their knowledge and skills to answer
Science exam questions. Together, both
educational therapist and our students co-author
the learning experience and wide understanding of
personally meaningful content and ideas (Fielding,
2012).
The most exciting part of our Science Explorers
Short-Term Programme will be the collaborative
partnership between DAS and Parents! Yes, we will
be sharing with you on fun experiments that you
can conduct together with your child in the comfort
of your home and wonderful Science resources that
you can use to reinforce your child’s learning.
Subsequently, we also look forward to your sharing
sessions with us on the Science experiments and
resources.

Together, let us
‘Explore Science and
Enrich Our Minds!
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EXPLORING SCIENCE AND ENRICHING MINDS
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Bridging to Secondary
By Ms Aishah Binte Abdullah (Albel)
Lead Educational Therapist,
Bishan Learning Centre
Ms Nur Alia
Senior Educational Therapist
Bedok Learning Centre

The aim of the workshop was to adequately
prepare these students for Secondary Mathematics
by letting them have a feel of the concepts that
they would be learning in their first term of
Secondary school. The Maths topics hey were
taught were Prime Numbers, Prime Factorisation,
Index Notation, Highest Common Factor, Lowest
Common Multiple, Squares & Square Roots, Cubes
& Cube Roots and Integers - Positive /Negative
Numbers on a Number Line.
To bridge the gap between Primary Mathematics
and Secondary Mathematics, Prime Factorisation
was first introduced by revising concepts on factors
and multiples learned in Primary 4 to Primary 6
and then building on these concepts to include the
factor tree and expressing the answers in index
notation. Once the students showed understanding
of their learning, then the newer concepts of
Squares & Square Roots, Cubes & Cube Roots and
Integers were introduced.
These concepts were condensed and delivered
over five hours on the two days. A Mathematics
investigation activity on finding the Highest
92

Common Factor of a group of numbers using
manipulatives got everyone engaged as a group
and made learning the concept a whole lot more
exciting.
It was indeed most gratifying that all six students
showed enthusiasm for the workshop and it was
clearly observed as they whole heartedly
participated in all the activities with full focus. WELL
DONE students! Please continue working this way
in your Secondary Mathematics lessons. WE WISH
EVERYONE SUCCESS with learning Secondary
Maths.
Warmest wishes from Ms Albel and Ms Nur Alia.
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- Pictured left on pg 90: Amy Kho expressing numbers in
index notation
- Top left picture: Ms Albel and Ms Alia with participants
from the workshop
- Top right picture: Ms Albel explaining while a student
tries out a sum on the whiteboard
- Pictured right: Group activity for Mathematics
Investigation - Making groups with the Highest
Common Factor
- Pictured below left: A student identifying prime
numbers
- Pictured below right: Nur Alia - Explaining Index
Notation
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Geetha Shantha Ram
Director of English Language Literacy Programme &
SpLD Assessments and Staff Professional Development

OUR INTEGRATED CURRICULUM
The current curriculum is comprehensive, it
emphasises key aspects of an effective literacy
instruction, as recommended by American, British
and Singaporean guidelines. MAP provides
targeted phonics, vocabulary, reading fluency and
comprehension and writing with clear goals and
opportunities to develop more advanced skills.
It is with much pride that I note that in the most
recent educational audit, MOE reported that
“services offered under MOE-aided DAS Literacy
Programme are appropriate, and remain highly
relevant in providing additional literacy support for
students with dyslexia.”

More on the comprehension component - it
includes comprehension skills that are closely
aligned with the MOE curriculum and is taught
through the following stages:

MAP is committed to providing the best for you and
your children, and I’ve highlighted some of the
ways we strive to achieve that.







94

facilitate the pre-activity discussions through
modelling
scaffold and guide students in a structured,
cumulative and sequential manner to
enhance learning
provide opportunities for students to be
independent in applying the concepts/skills
learnt
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Most importantly, each lesson is planned based on
the needs of the learners and taught in a structured
and sequential manner and therefore, concepts are
reinforced with purpose and intent.

quality assurance, all educational therapists are
observed annually.

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

Our educators value your involvement so they
update you on your child’s development at least
once a month, in addition to 2 Meet-the-Parents
Sessions annually. Our educators and centre
managers are often just a call away, and will be
happy to discuss and review your child’s
educational plan with you.

We now know that in preparing our learners for the
future, technology plays an important role. MAP
therefore has adopted the use of several
technology resources such as iPads for each
classroom, smart boards and smart bars, projectors
and laptops. Studies conducted at the DAS show
that students are motivated and learned more
effectively with intentional use of technology.
MONITOR LEARNER PROGRESS
In order to ensure that learners are making
progress and to better understand their evolving
needs and strengths, biannual student monitoring
through MAPTrack takes place. This is a
computerised curriculum-based assessment,
designed by MAP, and prompts educators on
“what’s next” for their students.

PARENT ENGAGEMENT

With these and more, rest assured that we hold our
mission very dear to us - we want to empower all
learners with dyslexia to achieve. In doing so, we
hope that you will partner us and make this
educational journey a fruitful one for all.
Do write to me or your child’s learning centre
manager if you have any feedback or to seek
clarification. I look forward to our continued
collaboration towards your child’s development.

The generated reports are shared with parents
during Meet-the-Parents sessions.
HIGHLY TRAINED EDUCATORS
All MAP educational therapists undergo a
Specialist Diploma in Educational Therapy, which
includes 6 months of mentoring from Educational
advisors. This is followed by a post-graduate
qualification in Special Educational Needs. Besides
these, there are compulsory annual professional
development hours to meet as well as involvement
in research and conferences. As part of regular
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SpLD Assessments
Geetha Shantha Ram
Director MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme &
SpLD Assessments
WE CAN ASSESS FOR:

A psycho-educational assessment in the area of
Specific Learning Differences, provides useful
information about an individual’s learning profile or
behavioural challenges and helps to identify the
presence of a learning or developmental difficulty.
Specifically, it helps to illuminate an individual’s
strengths and weaknesses in terms of cognitive
abilities (e.g., verbal and non-verbal abilities,
processing speed, and memory) and academic
skills (e.g., reading, writing, and mathematics
abilities). Behavioural or socio-emotional issues,
which are interfering with learning or development,
can also be identified.
THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS
The assessment process may involve interviews,
observations, standardised testing and
consultations with other relevant professionals to
better understand learning and developmental
concerns. Assessment results obtained will provide
greater insight into an individual’s learning or
developmental needs as well as the nature and
extent of difficulties. This in turn informs educational
plans (i.e., placement, intervention, and
accommodations) and behavioural intervention to
improve educational or developmental outcomes.
After the assessment, a face-to-face feedback
session will be conducted to provide a verbal
explanation of assessment findings and
recommendations. In addition, a written
assessment report containing the findings,
diagnosis, and recommendations will be made
available.
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Dyslexia
Dyscalculia
Giftedness
Visual processing
School Readiness
Dysgraphia/Dyspraxia
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
Intellectual Disability (ID)
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD)

SPLD ASSESSMENT SERVICES
SpLD Assessment Services comprises of a team of
Registered Psychologists and Specialist
Psychologists who receive intensive training to
ensure that they are well skilled to carry out psycho
-educational assessments.
Once the child has been diagnosed to have
dyslexia and/or other learning difficulties and is
found suitable for DAS programmes, the
psychologists would then determine the learner's
profile. Each child has his/her own unique profile
which identifies their strengths and weaknesses.
Hence, it is vital that DAS psychologists
differentiate the child's learning needs even after
the diagnosis. This enables DAS educational
therapists to select appropriate educational goals
that target the child's needs closely.
The progress of every student is monitored and
reviewed by DAS educational therapists every six
months. After three years, psychologists may
conduct review assessments to determine the
child's overall progress since his/her previous
assessment. This assessment may also determine if
the child is eligible for access arrangements for
national examinations.
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Specialist Tutoring
by Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen
Head of DAS International
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Specialist Tutoring is skills focused which aims to help the student to achieve their potential. It may include
individual curriculum support, numeracy and literacy skills, study skills and exam preparation, organisation
and planning help or other specific areas where you feel additional support is required by your child.
Effective solutions and strategies are planned and implemented to remedy as far as possible the child’s
problems and to help them learn as happily and effectively as possible. Options for intensive tutoring or
online tutoring are offered to provide a personalised approach to supporting your child. We believe in
working closely with parents and educators and expect that through this relationship we provide the best
support for your child.

Specialist Tutoring
Specialist Tutoring is a one-to-one skills
focused service which aims to extend
the student to achieve their learning
potential. Specialist Tutoring may
include individual curriculum
support, study skills and
exam preparation or
other specific
areas where
you feel
additional
support is
required
by your
child.

Intensive Tutoring
Intensive Tutoring is aimed at supporting
children who are unable to secure a place in an
international school, or who are struggling in an
international or mainstream curriculum. This
programme is designed to bridge the learning
gap with mainstream education.
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Curriculum Based Remediation
Curriculum-based remediation is for
students with learning differences.
It provides direct support to the
student's weekly homework demands
as well as keeping in touch with
the school syllabus. It can
also help them prepare
for exams. Ultimately,
it focuses on the
learning strengths
of the student
as the
curriculum is
explored &
supported.

Personalised Online
Learning Experience
Specialist Tutoring sessions are delivered online
bringing intervention into the home. Specialist
support to students is available wherever internet
services are available. Online lessons are flexible
and customised to suit the learners needs.
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Specialist Tutoring Testimonials
My son, James, was tutored by Gladys Wee Kim
Geok. We thank Gladys for her professionalism.
Her firm, authoritative but patient manner as a
teacher has helped James gain confidence in
English. James has been making wonderful
progress in specialist tutoring.

Samuel has had weekly tutoring sessions with
Ms Shilpa since Spring 2013. She has been of
tremendous help for him, first and foremost with
reading and writing abilities, but later also with
grasping the basic concepts in maths. He has a
very trusting relationship with her and finds their
sessions educational and fun! He has come so
far with her help and we are very grateful
Ms Shilpa is his tutor. We will continue working
with her for as long as necessary!

Ms Bhavani is extremely qualified and equipped
with the specialist knowledge required to teach
children with dyslexia. She is insightful and
deeply understands each child and the struggles
he or she goes through, always exuding a calm
and a quiet confidence - a trait which only the
most experienced teachers have. Ms Bhavani
has enabled my child to know that children with
dyslexia are not incapable of achieving what
others can achieve; and because she believes in
what he can achieve and equips him with the
skills to do so, he steps forward with greater
confidence.

Do contact us for a free consultation about our
Specialist Tutoring Programme.

6643 9600
enquiry@dasint.org.sg
www.dasint.org.sg
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What are the signs that your child might have

by Chery Yeo and Joanne Tan
Preschool Educational Therapists
Tampines Learning Centre

Research has found that DCD can exist in isolation
or co-occurring with other learning difficulties such
as Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD),
dyslexia or Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) (3).

DCD can surface in different forms and severity.
For instance, one child can exhibit difficulties with
getting dressed, buttoning up shirt, and catching
a ball while another child struggles with
processing information, handwriting and speech.
DCD also has a profound impact upon other
areas of developments. Incompetency in daily
tasks may have a negative effect on the child’s
social and emotional developments. This can
manifest in behavioural issues when the child
enters school. (2)

Often seen as a ‘hidden handicap’, DCD is not
easily detected. However, if a child shows
significant delay in his or her motor or speech
developments over a prolonged period of time,
parents may want to investigate. Often, children
with DCD struggle to master self-help skills that
should have been acquired across the
developmental stages of childhood.
The following table provides a guideline for signs
and symptoms of DCD during the early years: (2,4)

.
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TODDLER
 Messy eater, preferring to use fingers to





spoon for long spell
Unable to ride tricycle or play ball
Delayed at becoming toilet trained
Avoid or dislikes playing with construction
toys, puzzle or Lego
Slower in speech development.

PRE-SCHOOLER
 Continue to be messy and fussy eater
 Often bumps in people and things
 Difficulty in learning to jump and skip
 Slow to develop left / right hand










dominance
Tends to drop objects or has difficulty
holding them
Has trouble grasping things (like pencil)
and writing or drawing
Has difficulty with dressing, buttoning and
zipping
Poor writing skills
Sensory issues
Difficulty in carrying out instruction and
completing activities
Lack of imaginative play – may not enjoy
dress up or playing appropriately say in
dress up corner
Slower response time to verbal instructions
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What to do if you suspect your child has

If there is a list of tasks that a child fails to master
concurrently over a period of time and it impacts
his or her daily functionality and behaviours,
parents may want to investigate. For instance, a
5-year-old child is starting to avoid motor-skilled
tasks or feeling incompetent because he or she
still struggles with dressing up, packing bag and
using a pair of scissors to cut.
Before pressing the panic button, it is important to
note that each child develops differently and at
different pace. For example, a child may take a
longer time to master cutting skills but acquires
other motor skills age appropriately. Similarly, a
child can be very skilful in drawing but struggles
to catch a ball. Parents need to recognise that
these are developmental differences that impact
one’s abilities and not necessary caused by DCD.
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Parents can discuss with the school teachers to
ascertain if they have the same concerns and
findings about their child. Parents should also
observe and record your child’s developments
and difficulties to gain more insights and
understanding of your child’s condition.
Should you feel concern after taking such
observations, seek professional help by consulting
your child’s General Practitioner. Notes from your
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observations will provide insightful details about
your child’s condition should the General
Practitioner decides to refer your child to other
professionals. Children with motor skills
weaknesses are referred to occupational
therapists for motor skills training while children
with speech issues are referred to speech and
language therapists for speech- language
therapy.
Although children with DCD do not outgrow the
condition, they can learn to overcome their
difficulties through interventions. The earlier the
child receives intervention, the better the chance
of the child developing coping strategies
throughout the years. Intervention can take the
form of targeting at the child’s weaknesses and
worked on improving them (task-oriented
approach) or of improving the child’s sensorial or
perceptual awareness that is necessary for motorskill performances (process-oriented approach).(2)
At home, parents can learn more about DCD from
books, journals or websites. They can also speak
to professionals or other parents whose children
have DCD to get advice and support. Parents can
provide tremendous support for your child’s
condition by accommodating to your child’s
weaknesses and appreciating your child’s
strengths. For instance, if your child struggles with
handwriting, perhaps a pencil grip can help.
Alternatively, when your child grows older, he or
she can choose to type instead of write. Optimise
your child’s strength so that he or she can feel
competent.
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Parents need a lot of patience and understanding
to raise children with learning difficulties. Lower
your expectations and celebrate little and big
moments of achievements. Set achievable targets
with your child and work towards them in small
steady steps. Parents can learn how to
accommodate or adapt to your child’s learning
difficulty so to be more efficient in coping with
DCD.
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By Bryan Lim submitted by Deon Poh—Bedok Centre Manager
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Above: Adjunct Lecturers at DAS Academy,
(L to R) Siti Mariam and Joanne Tan

At the DAS Speech and Drama Arts
Performance held at the Gateway Theatre on
21 November 2017, these art pieces were
exhibited. If you are interested in having your
child develop their artistic skills watch out for
our art programmes March!
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Above: Sylvia Foo, Senior Lecturer and Master of
Ceremonies for the DAS Academy Graduation
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