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One such course was a four-day training on 
Sounds~Write, and I was thrilled to meet many like-
minded educators, speech and language pathologists, 
psychologists and parents. All of us attended the 
Sounds~Write workshop with the intent and hope to see 
how aspects of the Sounds~Write programme can be 
incorporated and adapted to cater to the learning 
needs of learners in our schools/organisations.  
 
The Sounds~Write approach is phonographic - which 
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means that teaching and learning start with what all 
children acquire naturally and right from the start, the 
sounds of their own language; letters or combinations 
of letters, called graphemes, are the agreed ways in 
which we represent those sounds when we write.  
 
One of the key learning points:   
 
What learners need to understand about the English 
alphabet code in order to become fluent reader (and 
speller) of English.  
 
CONCEPTUAL KNOWLEDGE  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SKILLS 

 
Similarly, the DAS Main Literacy Programme (MLP) also 
introduces and covers the above conceptual 
knowledge and skills to our learners in order to build 
their foundational understanding of the English 
Alphabet code as we work toward them becoming 
fluent readers and spellers.  
 
As conceptual teaching enables learners with 
difficulties store information in an organised and 
structured way that aids in the retrieval of information 
automatically, it is of vital importance that information 
is presented within a conceptual framework. 
 
For example, one of the ways to help students 
concretise the process of blending is to have them 
imagine themselves as beginner bakers (readers) and 
following a recipe step by step (individual sounds) in a 
specific manner (1st sound, 2nd sound...) in order to 
ensure that the final product-cake (target word) is 
baked to perfection (reading accurately).  
 
Therefore, there are elements of the Sounds-Write 
concepts and teaching principles that are also 
emphasised in our DAS MLP to help our students 
become more confident and competent in their literacy 
skills.   
 

Letters are symbols (spellings) that represent 
sounds. 

A sound may be spelled by 1, 2, 3 or 4 letters. 
 

cat  boy   light  sleigh 
 

 
The same sound can be spelled in more than 
one way. 
 
One sound- different spellings 
 

eat  eve   baby  greet 
piece  ceiling money   

 

 
Many spellings can represent more than one 
sound. 
 
One spelling- different sounds 
 

treat  thread steak 
 

 
Blending- the ability to push sounds together to 
build words. 
  
 E.g. /b/   /a/   /t/   → bat 
 
 
Segmenting- the ability to pull apart the 
individual sounds in words. 
  
 E.g. fish → /f/   /i/   /sh/ 
  
 
Phoneme manipulation- the ability to insert 
sounds into and delete sounds out of words. 
  
This skill is necessary to test out alternatives for 
spellings that represent more than one sound. 
  
 E.g. spelling <a> 
 Is it /a/ as in hat,  
 /a/ as in baby, or  
 /o/ as in water? 
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